Syllabus for English I Pre-AP

Literature and Composition

Semesters 1 and 2

Mrs. Walker 
I. Course Overview
Emphasis is placed on the two aspects of English: literature and composition.  English I Pre-AP focuses on the inextricable link between reading and writing.  Both fiction and nonfiction appropriately balanced provide the students with a multicultural platform of reading experiences from which to develop voice, style, and critical acuity.  Students apply reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills in completing projects.  Journals, peer group responses and personal narratives develop the student’s voice.  The diversity, intensity, and scope of selected reading material provide opportunities for student writers to hear their own voice, to hear their peers’ voices and to nurture the aspect of voice in their writing, further developing the students’ analytical and deductive skills.  The goals are to achieve an increased competency in critical thinking, critical reading and critical writing, as well as to receive Commended status on the Reading and Writing portion of the TAKS test.  The decision to take this class ultimately belongs to the student and parents.  My attitude is one of encouragement, of challenging students to achieve their highest potential.  Therefore, the class is open to any student who desires to excel.

II.
Reading Focus

· Critical Thinking: Literal understanding, Analysis, Interpretation

· Close Reading: Literary Elements

· Grammar: Mechanics, Usage, phrases, clauses, sentences

· Composition: The Process of Composition, Structural Elements

· Diction


Sound Devices
Structure


· Literary Techniques
Figures of Speech
Sentence Variety

· Style/Voice

Syntax Techniques
Analysis of a Text

· Organization

III.
Composition/Exposition Focus

· Descriptive
Expository
Expressive/Creative
· Persuasive 
Personal
Timed essays

· Narrative 

IV.



First Six Weeks – The novel, literary elements. Laying the foundation; PSAT.

Major Works – Night, Elie Weisel; selected short stories

Second Six Weeks – Reading the novel in context; Laying the foundation; PSAT.

Major Works – To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee; selected short stories


Third Six Weeks – Annotating the novel.  Laying the foundation; PSAT.

Major Works – Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck; Literary Analysis – poetry;


Fourth Six Weeks – Epic – The Odyssey, Homer.  Laying the foundation; PSAT.

Major Works – related  poetry.


Fifth Six Weeks – Tragedy and the Literature of Persuasion.  Laying the 

       foundation; PSAT.

Major Works – Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare and other works


Sixth Six Weeks – Non Fiction.  Laying the foundation; PSAT.

Major Weeks – Selected essay from the texts and other sources.
V.
References, textbook

Prentice-Hall, Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes 2000.  Walpole’s Understanding Written Grammar 2000.  TAKS; SAT; Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck), Night (Wiesel), To Kill A Mockingbird (Harper Lee), The Odyssey (Homer) [Robert Fitzgerald’s translation] and one of Shakespeare’s plays.  Students must purchase a copy of The Odyssey by the end of the first semester.  Studying, interpreting, and creating poetry will also be thoroughly explored.  
Additional reading requirement: One outside novel per six week period.
Resources
Laying the Foundation

PSAT preparation writing program

PSAT preparation vocabulary program

Class Expectations

You will show respect for self, others, property, and environment.

You will wear ID badge

You will comply with the dress code

You will obey school and DISD rules

You will turn off/put away all electronic devices before entering classroom.

Tutoring

Seek help when you need it!: 

   7:30 – 8:30 am (W; Th); 4:00 – 5:15 pm (W; Th)






   Appointments are imperative.

Grading Policy

40% of your grade comes from exams, major essays, major projects, and composition books.
60% of your grade comes from homework, classwork, weekly vocabulary quizzes, minor essays, minor projects, cooperative group work, and class participation.
Make up Work

BTWHSPVA operates within the framework of DISD policies and Texas laws governing attendance.  Unless students health forbids or a serious emergency arises at home; students are expected to be in school.

Class Materials (Due: 2nd week of 1st Six Weeks)

Large looseleaf notebook with lined paper, routine lab composition book to be used as a journal for periodic entries, pencils, pens with blue or black ink, and 1 box of Kleenex or hand sanitizer.

Tips for Success in English I Pre-AP
· Learn to organize your time

· You really have to do the work

· Great literature should be read and re-read.

· Don’t give up!

· Listen and take careful notes in class.

· Be prepared to think

· Learn to type proficiently

· Be motivated, responsible, reliable, dependable, timely

· Ask questions

· Come before/after school for help

· Use the dictionary when you read.  Look up words you don’t know.

· Be prepared to write, re-write and re-write again.

· Study together, but do your own work

· Set goals.  Don’t be swayed by those who don’t have any

· Keep and organize all teacher handouts chronologically.

· The three “C”s: Character, Conduct, and Conversation

I have read and I understand the classroom rules and expectations for Mrs. Walker’s English I class.


Absences from Mrs. Walker’s Class for Field Trips/Performances


Because students who miss school for field trips and/or performances are not to be counted nor marked absent, they should complete their work as though they are in school.  Therefore, if they miss academic classes for a field trip/performance, they must adhere to the following requirements:

1. Each student must have permission from Mrs. Walker.  This means the student much present Mrs. Walker with the written request which Mrs. Walker will sign after distributing assignments for the next class period as well as receiving the student’s homework due..
2. Each assignment must be turned in to the teacher on the day it is due before the student leaves for the field trip/performance.

3. Assignments due the following class period must be turned in the following class period.  Since technically the students are present, they do not have a grace period.
4. Students are responsible for missed instruction; this means they must learn material on their own, or they can get help from other students.  The teacher cannot be expected to repeat this instruction before or after school.  Mrs. Walker may allow the student into another class period.
5. If a quiz is given while students are performing or on a field trip, students must take the quiz before or after school the day of the quiz.

 Late Work Policy

· Assignments are given for a reason; therefore, assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Students should place them in Mrs. Walker’s basket.

· If students are absent the day an assignment is due, the student must turn it in at the beginning of class the day he/she returns to receive full credit.

· If the student misses class because of a performance or a field trip, his/her assignments are due before he/she leaves.
· If a student turns in a late assignment at the beginning of the following class period, the highest grade the student will receive is 80, the following day – 70.

· Although I would like to grade every paper students are assigned, on occasion I am unable to accept late work because of time constraints.


Class Procedures
Beginning of Class

1. When students arrive, they are to sit at their assigned seats.

2. Promptly complete bell ringer.

3. Timely submit any homework that is due for the day.

Procedures During Class

1. Arrive promptly

2. Leave seat with permission.

3. Always raise hand and wait to be called upon.

4. Respect self, others, property, and environment.

5. Take care of needs before class.

Turning in Assignments

1. If the assignment is a project presentation, make sure you are prepared.

2. If the assignment is to be collected, I will collect it from you directly after the roll is called.

Taking Quizzes and Exams

1. Do not begin any quiz or exam until you are given instructions and permission.

2. There will be absolutely no talking during a quiz or exam.  Students who are talking will have their quiz or test taken and will receive a zero.

3. If you have a question or need help, raise your hand.  I will come to you..

4. When you are finished taking the quiz or exam, turn it face down upon your desk.  I will come by and pick it up.

I have read and I understand the classroom rules and expectations for Mrs. Walker’s English I class.

Signature of Parent or Guardian:  ___________________________________________
Signature of Student:  ______________________________________________________

