Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing and Visual Arts

Summer Reading List for English I PAP

Mrs. Shirley Jean Walker

To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper Lee), Night (Elie Wiesel), Fahrenheit 451 (Ray Bradberry)
NOTE:  You will read each book from the above list.  Assignments are due the first day of class.  They should be gathered into a two-pocket folder with your name on the outside of the folder.  You will be tested over each book.

1. Choose one of the books listed above and write an analysis on it.  A more detailed explanation of this assignment is on the back of this page.  Minimum requirement: 2 typed pages, double-spaced, maximum 3 pages.  Must be typed in Times New Roman font with 12 pt.  You may present your paper to the class.

2. Choose a different book from the above list and, after reading it, create a book jacket for it.  Look at hardback book jackets in the library or at a bookstore to see what’s appropriate.  You are a book publisher, and you’ve decided to publish this book.  Design an original cover which you think will be both eye-catching and representative of the basic subject of the book.  How will you sell this book?  You will present and try to “sell” it to the class.  The cover should include both (a) the cover art (including title and author) on the front and (b) a brief summary (1 paragraph) on the back cover.  Include an original quotation from a fictitious newspaper reviewer and biographical information about the author, the book’s price, barcode, and publisher.  Be creative.

3. Using the final book, originate a poem exemplifying a theme in the novel.  Decorate the page on which the poem is compiled.  
4. Attend a play this summer and write a review of it.  Read a review in a newspaper or magazine to see what is required.  Remember to retain and submit with your review your playbill and ticket stub as valid proof of your attendance.  Be sure you evaluate the play (take a position on whether it’s good or bad).  Support your position through analysis.  Any TV movies/small screen adaptations are not acceptable substitutions and will immediately result in a failing grade.  The review should be 1 page. (Note: Shakespeare Festival of Dallas at Samuel Grand Park is free!)
5. Place all these materials in your folder and turn it in the first day your English class meets.  There will be a penalty for late work.  Written work must be typed.  This will be your first major grade for the year, so do a good job and enjoy your reading!

Parent Book Conference Form

Dear Parent(s),


The goal of this form is to have your child discuss his/her selected summer reading novel with you or another adult in a way that emphasizes various literary aspects of the book.  The process is simple.  Below you will find general questions relating to the novel.  The student is to use these as starting points for discussion to help guide him/her through the process.  You may branch off at any time should the discussion take you away.  However, once a question has been worked through, proceed to the next.  When you are finished, sign the sheet at the bottom and add any comments you feel might be helpful.

Questions:

1.
What is the plot of the story?  Try to explain it according to the six parts of development discussed in class:

· Introduction

· Initial incident

· Rising action

· Climax

· Falling Action

· Resolution/denouement

2. Describe two of your favorite characters and explain why you like them.  Are the characters “dynamic” (do they change from the beginning of the novel to the end?) or are they “static” (do they remain the same throughout the story)?

3. Can you cite two or three examples of figurative language—similes, metaphors, repetition of words or sounds?

4. What was your favorite part of the novel?  Explain why.   Would you recommend this book to someone?

Parent Signature:_____________________________    
Date:___________________

Comments:




Guidelines for creating a literary response/report

Note: the name of the book, the author’s name, and your first and last name should appear in the upper right-hand corner of this report.

I. Summarize the action briefly (approximately 1 page)

II. Analyze the work (approximately 3-4 pages).  Choose four of the following seven elements to comprise your analysis.  The suggested questions are inspirational so try to come up with your own!  They are as follows:

Plot – arrangement of events that make up a story

1. Does the plot grow out of the characters, or does it depend on chance or coincidence?  Did something at first strike you as irrelevant that later you perceived as relevant?  Do some parts continue to strike you as irrelevant?

2. Does surprise play an important role, or does foreshadowing?  If surprise is very important, can the story be read a second time with any interest?  If so, what gives it this further interest?

3. What conflicts does the story include?  Conflicts of one character against another?  Of one character against the setting or against society?  Conflicts within a single character?

4. Are certain episodes narrated out of chronological order?  If so, were you puzzled?  Annoyed?  On reflection, does the arrangement of episodes seem effective?  Why or why not?  Are certain situations repeated?  If so, what do you make out of the repetitions?

Characters – imaginary people that writers create

1. Which character chiefly engages your interest?  Why?

2. What purposes do minor characters serve?  Do you find some who by their similarities and differences help to define each other or help to define the major character?  How else is a particular character defined – by his or her words, actions, dress, setting, narrative point of view?

3. How does the author reveal character?

4. Is the behavior plausible?

5. If a character changes, why and how does he or she change?

6. Are the characters round or flat?  Are they complex, or, on the other hand, highly typical?  Are you chiefly interested in a character’s psychology, or does the character strike you as standing for something, such as honest or the arrogance of power?

7. How has the author caused you to sympathize with certain characters?  How does your response – your sympathy or lack of sympathy ​​​​– contribute to your judgment of the conflict?

Point of View – an author’s decision about who is to tell the story and how it is to be told

1. Who tells the story?  How much does the narrator know?  Does the narrator strike you as reliable?  What effect is gained by using this narrator?

2. How does the point of view help shape the theme?

3. Does the narrator’s language help you to construct a picture of the narrator’s character, class, attitude, strengths, and limitations?

Setting – place or location of a story’s actions along with the time in which it occurs

1. Do you have a strong sense of the time and place?  For example, is the story about New England Puritanism, or race relations in the South in the late nineteenth century, or Midwestern urban versus small-town life?

2. What is the relation of the setting to the plot and the characters?  Would anything be lost if the descriptions of the setting were deleted from the story or if the setting were changed?

Symbolism – objects, actions, or events that convey meaning.

1. Do certain characters seem to stand for something in addition to themselves?  Does the setting—whether a house, a farm, a landscape, a town, a time period—have an extra dimension?

2. If you do believe that the story has symbolic elements, do you think they are adequately integrated within the story, or do they strike you as being too obviously stuck in?

Style and Language – the way a writer chooses words, arranges them in sentences, and 
  exploits their significance—verbal identity of a writer

1. How would you characterize the style?  Simple?  Understated?  Figurative?  Or what, and why?

2. How has the point of view shaped or determined the style?

3. Do you think that the style is consistent?  Are there shifts from simple sentences to highly complex ones?

Theme – idea or points formulated.

1. Is the title informative?  What does it mean or suggest?  Did the meaning seem to change after you read the story?  Does the title help you to formulate a theme?  If you had written the story, what title would you use?

2. Do certain passages – dialogue or description – seem to you to point especially toward the theme?  Do you find certain repetitions of words or pairs of incidents highly suggestive and helpful in directing your thought toward stating a theme?

3. Is the meaning of the story embodied in the whole story, or does it seem stuck in, for example in certain passages of editorializing?

4. Suppose someone asked you to state the point – the theme – of the story. Could you?  Does the theme of a particular story reinforce values you hold, or does it to some degree challenge them?

III. Choose two quotations from the book that were especially meaningful to you.  Explain what they mean and why they are meaningful.

