Ms. Sloan                                                                                    Room 336
English                                                                                        School #: 972-925-1200
Syllabus

Course Overview
This year, in English, we will be exploring the three main aspects of English-Grammar, Literature, and Composition.  In grammar, the objectives are to understand the eight parts of speech and their usage in the English language.  In Literature, the objectives are to examine various genres and/or time periods of English Literature and to develop the students’ analytical and deductive skills.  In Composition, the objectives are to study several essay formats and to compose well constructed paragraphs and essays.

Tutoring Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 8-8:40 a.m. (In all tutoring, let me know that you will be attending so that I can plan to be here). 
Materials:  textbook (Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes :  Platinum Level (English II) or The American Experience (English III), novel (if applicable), pencils, blue or black ink pens, loose leaf paper, medium 3 ring binder, folder with holes and pockets, art supplies (crayons, markers, ruler, map pencils, glue, scissors, etc..,) dividers, dictionary and thesaurus for use at home, and Kleenex.
Rules:

1. Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings

2. Respect and be polite to all people

3. Wait until the teacher dismisses you before leaving class

4. Bring materials to class

5. Raise your hand for permission to speak and to get out of your seat

6. Follow all school rules and procedures (i.e. no eating, drinking, *cell phones, or other media devices such as IPods, MP3 players, dress code, etc..,)

*If taken up, there will be a $15 fine as well as at least a three day turn around getting the device back.
 Grading:
   Class work (homework, discussion, bell ringers, reflections, general class assignments, quizzes) = 60%

    Assessment (Tests, Projects, Binder check, Products) =40%

Remediation:

You can redo any failed assignment or test, only during tutoring hours.  The highest grade received will be a 70, if you pass the remediation, or the higher of the two failing grades if the remediation results in a second failing grade.  Determining, asking for, and attending tutoring for the remediation are your responsibility.

Binder Sections/Organization:

1. Bell ringers-Contains responses to assignments done at the beginning of class

2. Reading Notes-Contains notes regarding reading skills

3. Grammar Notes-Contains notes regarding grammar rules
4. Essay Notes-Contains notes regarding the writing of essays
5. Novel/Time Period Notes-Contains notes on novels or short stories read and the time period in which they were written

6.  Personal Dictionary-Ongoing list of literary terms to be discussed, tested, and used in essays
7. SAT Vocabulary-Ongoing list of SAT vocabulary words to be tested cumulatively
Attendance

*Attendance will be taken the first 5 minutes of class.  Once attendance has been submitted, I will not be able to change it.  So,  

           -If you are not inside the door when the bell rings, it is a tardy.  

           -If you Arrive 10 minutes or more, *you will be counted absent.
           -If you arrive any later than 5 minutes, with or without a good excuse (i.e. with another teacher, excused tardy/tardy because of dance, in the counselor’s office, etc..,) and attendance has already been submitted, you will be counted absent and you will have to get a tardy excuse/note on your own time, from the teacher, counselor, tardy center, etc.., and resolve the attendance discrepancy with the attendance office.
      * Use the restroom before you get in here!!!!!
Late Work Policy
*Assignments are due at the beginning (first 10 minutes) of class.  Place assignments in the designated area.  If you
1. Turn assignment in on the due date, at the beginning of class, full credit will be given.  Anything after 10 minutes will be considered another day.
2. Turn in assignment by the end of the immediate next day, the highest you will receive will be an 80.

3. Turn the assignment in the next day at the beginning of class, the highest grade received will be a 70.

4. Turn in the assignment by the end of the next day, the highest grade received will be a 50.

Makeup Work Policy

-If you have an absence the day your assignment is due, then you have two calendar days for each day you were absent to make up and turn in work or tests.  Asking for makeup work and adhering to the makeup work policy is your responsibility.
Absences from Ms. Sloan’s Class due to Field Trips, Performances, or classes
Because students who miss class for field trips, performances (inc. special class visitors), or because they are with another adult/class (i.e. to help put together a performance) are not to be counted nor marked absent, they should complete their work as though they are in school.  Therefore, if they miss academic classes for any of the latter mentioned reasons, they must adhere to the following requirements:

1. Each assignment must be turned in the day it is due before the student leaves for the field trip, performance, or class.

2. Assignments due the following class period are due the following class period.  Since technically the students are present, they do not have a grace period.  In other words, being absent for any of these reasons does not excuse you from turning in assignments when they are due the following class day.
3. Students are responsible for missed instruction; this means they must learn the material on their own, or they can get help from other students.  Teachers can’t be expected to repeat this instruction before or after school, nor can teachers allow students into other class periods.
4. If a quiz or test is going to be given when students are going to be absent due to the latter reasons, they must take the quiz or test during tutoring hours the day of the quiz or test.
5. If another teacher or counselor wants you to attend their class during my class period with you, you must present a written request from that teacher before attendance is submitted.  It will be my discretion to give you permission to attend that class during that time. If granted permission, you must submit homework assignments before you leave and requesting and making up missed assignments, in accordance with the make-up work policy, will be your responsibility.  Permission will not be granted if there is a quiz or a test that day.
___________________________                                       _________________________
Student Signature                                                            Parent Signature
