AP US GOVERNMENT

Course Readings

The Context of American Politics 

Unit I
Introduction to Government in America and Constitutional Foundations 

(3 weeks)

Required Readings:

· Text - Chapters 1, 2, and 3

· The Declaration of Independence (see Appendix in text or Woll)
· Articles of Confederation – class handout

· George Mason’s Objections to the Constitution – class handout

· ***  John Locke, “Second Treatise of Civil Government”, Woll

· James Madison, “Federalist no. 10”, (see Appendix in text of Woll)
· Federalist no. 51 (see Appendix in text or Woll)
· Federalist no. 47, 48 – Woll

· *** “US v. Lopez (1995)” – class handout

Unit II

Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

(3 weeks)

Required Reading:

· Text – Chapters 4 and 5

· The Bill of Rights and the Fourteenth Amendment (see Appendix)
· *** “Texas v. Johnson (1989)” – class handout

· *** “Adarand Constructors v. Pena (1995)”

· *** “Shaw v. Reno (1993)” – Woll p. 151-156

