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Wacky Weather Report 
By Shaelynn Kelly 

Volume 3 Issue 8  

The 2011-2012 winter is in the running for 
the least snowy winter in United States history. 
The weather lately has been unpredictable, 
whacky, and completely strange. Perhaps you 
have wondered where the all the snow has 
gone? Ms. Kehn, our schoolôs personal meteor-
ologist, helps explain our atmosphereôs unique 
predicament in the most uncomplicated way 
possible. She knowingly states that the lack of 
snow this year can be blamed on the polar jet 
stream. The polar jet stream is a current of rap-
idly moving air, which is usually several thou-
sand miles long and contributes to the world-
wide weather patterns with its ability to push 
the weather around the world.  

In a brief interview Ms. Kehn explained, 
ñThe polar jet stream, in which storm systems 
travel along, hasnôt gone through our area [this 
year]. The weather patterns are also affected 
by the worldôs Arctic oscillation and La Nina, 
both of which play a crucial role by not allowing 
storm systems and cold air to pass through.ò La 
Nina is the strong cooling of ocean waters in 
the central Pacific Ocean, which in turn alters 

the formation of regional storms. All of these 
aspects combined with the ocean and atmos-
phere relationships have an effect on the global 
weather patterns.  

With the winter season nearly coming to a 
close, our area has set several records this 
year. Do you remember the freak snowstorm 
we experienced back in October? Well that 
Halloween surprise has been the only time in 
U.S. history that Albany has received more 
snow in October than in December. Last year 
our state capital had experienced one of the 
countryôs snowiest winters, with a whopping 
60.7 inches by this time of last year. Albany is 
currently in the running for the least snowy win-
ter on records, with a mere 13.6 inches of snow 
so far this year. The least snowy winter was the 
1912-1913 season, with only 13.8 inches. If 
Albany does not get 0.2 inches, the record of 
least snowy winter will have been broken.  

Winter last year was full of sledding, skat-
ing and snowman-building, this winter we bare-
ly received enough snow to construct a single 

(Continued on page 4) 

One Day, One Cause, One Community 
By Ayla Graney 

Two weekends ago, a community-wide 
celebration crowded the streets of downtown 
Hoosick Falls. Over a dozen various groups 
joined together on February 4th to benefit the 
local food pantry and to create a day of enjoy-
ment for locals. Members of the community 
spent their day walking through the town, cou-
pled by hot chocolate and coffee in order to 
keep warm. Not only did this anticipated event 
bring together families, teens, and the elderly, 
but its intentions were to raise money for the 
local food pantry. Though each event was free 
to attend, donation jars were set up around the 
village, and the community helped raise over 

two thousand dollars. 
The first annual Hoosipalooza, as it is 

called, was made possible by the Hoosick Area 
Youth Center & Community Coalition (HAYC3), 
and was a well-attended and most certainly 
enjoyed day for the members--and visitors--of 
Hoosick and surrounding areas. HAYC3ôs Ex-
ecutive Director Aelish Nealon said, ñOur com-
munity comes together very well. Because of 
that, these things are very easy to put togeth-
er.ò The communityôs ability to join together 
was noted, as hundreds of people gathered in 
Wood Park--the main meeting place for most--

(Continued on page 2) 



PAGE 2 

to celebrate and raise 
money. The weather 
hindered such events 
as tubing and ice skat-
ing, but HAYC3 was 
prepared for these 
possible weather con-

ditions and greeted the 
dry day with back-up 

events. Though no snow 
layered the streets, it was still 

cold. The group was ready for 
this, as well, and HAYC3 members 

warmly greeted community members in the park with free 
hot chocolate and marshmallows. Event Coordinator Jason 
Jansen said, ñIt was great to see people walking on such a 
cold day,ò noting that, ñpeople were ready, well-aware, and 
not confused [about the dayôs events].ò 

Hoosipalooza was thoroughly planned  and most local 
businesses played a large part in making the day such a 
success. Saratoga Horse & Carriage, owned and run by 
Kim Revet and Alan Finney, gave packed trolley rides for 
two hours around lunchtime while Junior Julia Baker, ac-
companied by her violin, pleased an audience. St. Stani-
slaw kicked off the fundraiser with a large donation, and 
the Lions Club cooked barbeque foods for all in Wood Park 
throughout the day. The "Bed Race" was a huge hit, with 
much support from the community and the Kiwanis Club, a 
main competitor in the race. Bagel & Brew welcomed hun-
gry costumers throughout the day, and the John Street 
Gallery showed off their beautiful pieces, many which are a 
part of the ñArtistôs Guild,ò a popular new Hoosick club that 
HAYC3 greatly supports. 

HAYC3 hosts other such events as Pumpkinpalooza, 
the village-wide clean up, and the village-wide tag sale. 
HAYC3 members are very excited for the next big event: 
Hoosical Chairs. This event will feature fifty Adirondack 
chairs painted by local artists. Each chair will then be auc-
tioned on May 12th. Nealon, Jansen, and the rest of the 
HAYC3 community highly anticipate Hoosical Chairs and 
hope to see much involvement from the community. ñWe 
donôt host events unless they are celebratory of our com-
munity,ò stated Nealon. ñMembers of our community are 
talented, and we want to recognize that.ò 

(Continued from ñOne Causeò page 1) 

This past Sunday night, just 
over 24 hours after the sudden 
death of music icon Whitney 
Houston, the Grammy 
Awards were hosted at the 
Staples Center in Califor-
nia. After an opening per-
formance by Bruce Spring-
steen, a moment of solem-
nity hushed the packed 
building as the nightôs main 
host, singer LL Cool J, said a 
few words for Houston and her 
family. After the prayer was concluded, the Grammy ceremony 
was able to proceed. 

Performances were given by many popular artists from all 
genres, including Adele, Jason Aldean, Chris Brown, Coldplay, 
The Foo Fighters, Nicki Minaj, Katy Perry, Taylor Swift and 
Rihanna. Maroon 5 and newcomers Foster the People per-
formed a tribute to the Beach Boys, which ended with a perfor-
mance of ñGood Vibrationsò by the reunited band themselves. 
Sir Paul McCartney added two more performances to the 
agenda, while country legend Glenn Campbell was accompa-
nied onstage by fellow country stars The Band Perry and 
Blake Shelton. Campbell was also a recipient of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

To kick off the awards portion of the evening, Adele re-
ceived her first award of many for the night for her song, Roll-
ing in the Deep. Chris Brownôs F.A.M.E. album was named the 
best R&B album of the year, while Lady Antebellumôs album 
Own The Night was given the honor of Best Country Album. 
When put up against several other mainstream artists, Bon 
Iver was surprised with the Best New Artist Award. 

The night concluded with a montage of the many mem-
bers of the music industry who passed away in the past year, 
and a soulful and emotional rendition of the Whitney Houston 
song ñI Will Always Love Youò by Jennifer Hudson singing. 
With the surprising and spectacular show over, the cycle starts 
again, and artists will be releasing more new music to prepare 
for next year! 

The Grammy Awards 
By Nicole St. Onge 
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1. Manuscripts must be typewritten and double-spaced on 8 1/2 x 11 pages. The writ-
er's name, address and appropriate teacher must appear on each page. Please be 
sure to affix sufficient postage. 

2. We do not return written submissions. Please keep a copy for yourself. All rights re-
turn to the writer after publication. We will ask students whose work is chosen to send 
an electronic copy. 

3. If you are submitting photographs and would like them returned, please include an 
adequately sized, stamped, self-addressed envelope. You must include your name 
and address on the back of each photograph. All other work will be destroyed. 

4. There are no restrictions on style, subject matter or length (up to 30 pages). We are 
looking for the best-written work and photography/graphics by high school students 
(grades 9-12) from the United States. 

5. Categories for submissions are: 
 Fiction 
 Poetry 
 Essay 
 Photography 
6. We send copies of The Apprentice Writer to accepted contributors and their teachers. 
7. We are unable to acknowledge those works, which are not accepted for publication. If 
you have not heard from us by May 15, your work has not been accepted. 
 
 

Submit individually or have your teacher send to:  
Gary Fincke 

Writers Institute Director 
Susquehanna University 

610 University Ave. 
Selinsgrove, PA 17870-1164 

 

Earlier this year, Ana Anderson 

wrote an article about The Ap-

prentice Writer, a literary magazine 

published by Susquehanna University, featuring two Panther Post staff 

members whose works were printed in last yearõs issue. Our staff 

would like to allow each high school student the opportunity to sub-

mit pieces of writing or photography. Below we have printed the 

guidelines for submission and we encourage you to speak to Mr. 

Coffey (room 205) if you would like to send in your work. 

Submission Deadline: March 15, 2012  

Acceptance announcements will be mailed by May 15, 2012 
Publication and Distribution: September 2012 

Submission Guidelines 

Visit www.pantherpost.co.nr to read this issue online! 
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The Positive  
By Kassidy Hitt 
 

Standardized tests such as the SAT 
and ACT have been shown to be effec-
tive in predicting a student's future per-
formance in higher education, in the mili-
tary, and in the work force. Almost two-
thirds of U.S. colleges take SAT scores 
into account for their applicants. The 
standardized SAT or ACT create a com-
mon, national interest that college ad-
missions counselors see as a more relia-
ble measure than high school grade 
point averages, extracurricular activities, 
recommendations, essays, etc. State 
tests can also highlight gaps and pro-
mote pressure for improvement, and 
these gaps will direct the resources to 
the most competitive schools.  On a wid-
er scale, a major advantage of standards
-based tests is that standards and as-
sessments can allow access to a higher 
curriculum for all students. These tests 
put the completion in assorted work 
fields into perspective for students and 
businesses as well so that students can 
know exactly what they must achieve to 
be successful in the occupation of their 
choice. 

AP exams are another example of 
state testing that may be viewed as 
"unnecessary," but can greatly benefit 
students that have the option to partici-
pate in them. Many colleges award cred-
its to a student with a score of a 3 (out of 
5) or better. The credits may count to-
ward a core requirement, which allows 
the student to have a more flexible 
schedule and take a class in college they 
may not have been able to fit otherwise. 
A high score on an AP exam may also 
save money: an $80 exam compared to 
a $2000+ college course and, even 
though some people see such state test-
ing as "brutal" it is for the benefit of the 
student to partake in them. 

The Negative  
By Reilly Holbritter 

 
There are a lot of cons to state test-

ing. First of all the cost of the testing: 
Doesn't New York have plenty of other 
things to spend this money on? 

If you are an okay student New York 
State tests probably don't worry you, due 
to the super curve. What is the point of 
taking these tests if it's almost impossi-
ble to fail?  Students who haven't paid 
attention all year and didn't study once 
pass, with an additional twenty points 
they wouldn't have gotten by them-
selves. While on the other hand, a very 
smart student who studies every night 
gets one point from the curve. It's not fair 
at all. New York says curveôs purpose 
"gives everyone a chance" but why don't 
they just cancel the exam altogether if 
students aren't showing what they are 
capable of, and instead showing how 
strong a curve is? 

Lastly, state testing has become too 
big of a deal for all students. Elementary 
students lack recess due to the pressure 
caused by New York state constantly 
raising the bar and giving elementary 
students  more and more tests. How 
often do we see middle schoolers taking 
up the library and computer labs so the 
state can see how they are doing? 

So much testing makes students 
grow to hate testing; it's something so 
many kids dread. Mild test anxiety is 
present in so many of us, and is this the 
only thing New York is looking at? What 
is state testing?  It is something many 
students don't study for, something 
many students are panicking through, 
and something that even when students 
study hard, another student with five 
more incorrect answers gets the same 
score. That's state testing for ya. 

A Debate on State Tests 
snowball.  Most children are dying to 
go sledding at the park and race 
around the townôs skating rink. Be-
cause of the lack of freezing weather, 
the rink has only been open a few 
times, and our sleds remain buried in 
the garage. Skiers and snowboarders 
have had to cope with crude manmade 
snow for a good chunk of the season. 
Sure warm and sunny weather is 
heavenly, but these winter activities 
are missed by most.  

Even though there has not been a 
tremendous abundance of snow, do 
not pack away your puffy coat and 
winter boots quite yet. There is still 
time. We have a little over a month of 
winter yet to come, so donôt get dis-
couraged. Whether you like it or not, 
there is still a chance that the warmer 
weather will get a little chilly, and per-
haps spring will come later this year. 
So if you are waiting for a good snow 
storm, sleep with your pajamas inside 
out, do a little snow dance, and politely 
ask Mother Nature to please let it 
snow.  

(Continued from ñWeatherò page 1) 

LAST YEAR 

THIS YEAR 



PAGE 5 

As children growing into young 
adults in America, our generation has 
seen and heard it all. We were just little 
kids tumbling through a life full of spelling 
tests, recesses, coloring books, and 
plastic dolls and dinos when the attacks 
on the World Trade Cen-
ter occurred. As we de-
veloped into teenagers, 
news constantly listed 
lives of soldiers whose 
brave souls were lost in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Now, as young adults, 
we were witnesses to 
the end of the war that 
has been influencing our 
young lives.  

On March 20, 2003 
a force led by American 
troops entered Iraq. 
Since then, more than 
one million soldiers have 
fought overseas. Some 
lost their lives. Some will 
be scarred forever. None 
will ever forget. Nor will weðbystanders 
for nearly a decade, watching bravery 
and fear on our television sets.  
We donôt have to watch all of that 

fear and fighting anymore. In October, 
President Obama officially announced 
that the United States would withdraw all 
troops from Iraq by the end of the year, 
which would affectively bring the long 
and polarizing war in Iraq to an end. As 
Mr. President said it himself, ñAfter near-
ly nine years, Americaôs war in Iraq will 

finally be over.ò And now, as you are 
reading this article, the war is over. The 
troops are home.  

When he announced that all of the 
troops would be home by the start of 
2012, Obama said that they will leave 

Iraq ñwith their heads held 
high, proud of their suc-
cess, and knowing that 
the American people 
stand united in our sup-
port.ò And the success of 
the American troops is a 
great one. The Iraqis 
have taken full responsi-
bility for their countryôs 
security, which means 
American troops are no 
longer needed, and the 
relationship between the 
United States and Iraq 
from this point going for-
ward will be one of 
equals. ñIt will be a nor-
mal relationship between 
sovereign nations,ò stated 

President Obama, ñan equal partnership 
based on mutual interest and mutual 
respect.ò  

Americans and Iraqis are finally get-
ting along. Hopefully ending the war is 
the best thing. Some donôt think it was 
the best idea, and when questions rose 
wondering if it was worth it to pull troops 
out now that relations are smooth,  Anto-
ny Blinken ï the National Security Advi-
sor to Vice President Joe Biden ï said 
that ñhistory is going to have to judge.ò 

Time will reveal the 
ups and downs of 
this decision, and 
hopefully there will 
be no negatives in 
this current solu-
tion. But as time 
reveals some 
truths, other facts 
are forgotten.  
Now that more than 
eight years have 
passed, does any-
one remember 
what the initial mis-
sion was? Iôm 
guessing that many 
people in our coun-
try blame every-
thing on Muslims 

and the 9/11 attacks. But does anyone 
remember the reason the invasion of the 
country began? In March 2003, when the 
troops were first sent into Iraq, their inva-
sion was aimed at removing Saddam 
Husseinôs weapons of mass destruction. 
The weapons were not found. The war 
continued. But now it is finally over and 
the troops are home. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta told soon to be departing 
troops that their efforts and losses were 
all worth it. ñYou will leave with great 
prideðlasting pride,ò he said to them. 
ñSecure in knowing that your sacrifice 
has helped the Iraqi people to begin a 
new chapter in history.ò 

And the troops are proud of what 
they accomplished. Yes, they are sad 
about their losses. We all are. But Army 
General Martin Dempsey who led the 1st 
armored Division in 2003 said that the 
United States needs to know that the 
outcome was worth the cost. His words 
express the same feelings as many oth-
ers involved in the war, ñweôve paid a 
great price here,ò he said ñand itôs a price 
worth paying.ò 

This really does seem to be how 
most people feel. Yes, some Americans 
are furious that we went to war. Theyôre 
furious over the innocent lives lost. But 
most people are proud of the achieve-
ments and victories that American sol-
diers fought for. As the war officially end-
ed, Panetta said a free, democratic Iraq 
was worth the sacrifice in American lives 
during a flag lowering ceremony. Accord-
ing to Panetta, the cost of the war was 
high both in blood and treasure for not 
only the United States, but for the Iraqi 
people as well, and the lives lost were 
not lost in vain. 

In vain or not, lives were tragically 
lost during the eight years of war that our 
country struggled through. Over 700 bil-
lion American dollars went into funding 
for the war, nearly 4,500 service mem-
bers were killed during the war, and 
about 30,000 men and women returned 
home to the states wounded. Tens of 
thousands of Iraqi troops and civilians 
died as well. Men and women from both 
sides of the battle fields died in brav-
eryðsome in fearðbut most died as 
heroes who will not be forgotten.  

Welcome home troops. We will nev-
er forget you or those who were lost in 
the fight. 

End of the War 
By Mikaela Marbot 
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR  
By Cayla Burdick 
 

Everybody knows Valentineôs Day 
is February 14th. Even if you forgot be-
cause youôre single, you were reminded 
by the couples canoodling in the hall-
ways. Or maybe youôre in a relationship 
and you were obligated to buy your sig-
nificant other a gift; something that 
shows your affection, most notably choc-
olates or roses. But I give my respect to 
those romantics who think of their own 
original ideas such as a homemade din-
ner or even a proposal.   

Regardless of the method of cele-
bration, most donôt know the background 
to this otherwise commercial holiday. 
The day was not romantically associated 
until the 14th century and it honors Valen-
tine of Rome and Valentine of Terni who 
were actually Christian martyrs. There 
are many legends and myths related to 
the history of this holiday that we wonôt 
get into. In the modern world, the day is 
one for love. Another random fact about 
this date is that babies conceived on this 
day are typically born as Scorpios, shar-
ing the zodiac sign with yours truly. 

As stated by senior, Hailey Bugbee, 
ñPersonally, I love Valentineôs day be-
cause I love, love, love people in love so 
much.ò Mrs. Nielsen believes ñIt is a 
great opportunity to make somebody feel 
special and appreciated.ò Senior Mike 
McGuire shared his opinion that ñitôs a 
good day.ò And junior, Rachel Green 
said, ñIt is a good day to love your loved 
ones.ò This is how we should all look at 
it, instead of being Negative Nancyôs with 
hatred toward this caring holiday. If 
youôre in a relationship, show your signif-
icant other this affection every day of the 
year, not just February 14th. If youôre sin-
gle, donôt be envious or cold because 
you donôt have somebody to spoil you. 
Look on the bright side and be hopeful: 
next year you could be celebrating with 
somebody. 

 

HAPPY DAY FILLED WITH LOVE 
AND HAPPINESS 
By Michael Merwin 
 

You read that title correctly. 
Valentineôs Day! Love! Relation-
ships! Mushy gushy! Hallmark cards! 
Chocolate! Devotion! Corny and 
cheesy stuff! Yeah! Gotta love it! Well I 
sure as hell donôt (if you think the rest of 
this article is going to offend slash dis-
please you in any way, read the other happy 
one instead). 

14 February. The 14th of February. The day 
in February that precedes the day that comes a 
week and a day before the birthday of George 
Washington. Lincolnôs Birthday. Valentineôs Day. 
Yeah, Valentineôs Day. I can barely get the letters out 
of my fingers without gagging and feeling the utter re-
pugnance for that day. 
If youôre smarter than the average mollusk, you can figure by now that this 

article will be patronizing the idea of Valentineôs Day, (I repeat my aforementioned 
statement). So, if you donôt like it, get out. Every day, I walk these halls and canôt 
help but catch out of the corner of my eyes some couples, possibly in love, depict-
ing some extreme PDAs. Please, for the love of God, stick your tongues down 
each otherôs throats on your own time, in your own room. The fondling and making 
out can wait for FORTY MERE MINUTES. Itôs like, youôll see each other after 
class, though I know youôll be on each otherôs minds the whole blimey time. Give 
me a break. 
Valentineôs Day just epitomizes the constant public displays of affection that 

unnecessarily occur every single day . Now, donôt think Iôm anti-love, anti-finding 
somebody you can really relate to and spend your time with. But when itôs as over 
the top as it always is on Valentineôs Day, what with roses and cute little kisses 
being exchanged and the ñI Love Youòs being thrown around, I enter a state of 
anguish, which may or may not be a little over the top. Merely glancing at a single 
couple sickens me more than the Swine Flu.  
Valentineôs Day serves merely as an excuse for couples to proclaim their love 

on the grandest of scales. Proposing is popular, diamonds are abundant in the 
femaleôs hands, and let the sugar rush begin! I mean letôs face it, couples use this 
day out of any other to more affectionately express their love, likeness, etc. for one 
another, but what about the other days? Two sane people in a relationship should-
nôt need an excuse to go over the top in their mushy gushy nonsense any day in 
the year; why shouldnôt they show their displays of affection on any given, or ran-
dom day? For the foolish, Valentineôs Day is just a justification to go all out in ges-
tures and displays of their love. For others, it can be utilized as a day to execute 
that extremely sentimental moment (ñI love youò, ñWill you marry me?ò etc.), be-
cause theyôre taking full advantage of the most romantic day of the year. But when 
people make the whole thing so exaggerated, thatôs when itôs ridiculous. This day 
has turned into one of cheesy presents and lovey dovey nonsense, and people 
should simply not need a specific day to express their commitment to their some-
one. 



PAGE 7 

Photos by Hailey Bugbee and Ana Anderson 


