Dialectical Journal Assignment
DUE TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2010
(10 PTS. EC IF TURNED IN BEFORE THE BREAK)
Dialectical  Journals: Choose a book to read on your own from the list I provided in the syllabus.  You must include ten pertinent quotations, and each quotation needs to have three probing, thoughtful questions AND answers.  Yes/No answers, or cursory answers, are unacceptable.  
Defined:  Dialectics refers to the art of arriving at truth through the logical process of question and answer. The dialectical journal is a double-entry note-taking process done while the student is reading literature.  It provides the student with two columns which are in dialogue with one another, not only developing a method of critical reading but also encouraging habits of reflective questioning.

The Process:  The student begins by drawing a line down the middle of the paper, thereby making two columns.  The left column is used for traditional note forms of direct quotations and citations.  The right column is for commenting on the left-column notes.  As you keep taking notes, you should regularly reread your previous page(s) of notes and comments, drawing any new connections in the right column.  You must have a wide-range of questions.  Your grade will be affected if you use the same questions over and over.
The Parameters: This can be typed or handwritten.  You must choose 12 quotations of significance, pose three questions, and compose three well-developed answers for each.  The first three questions must be drawn from the first 25% of the book; the next three must be from the 2nd quarter of the text, and so on.
Poe, Edgar Allan.  “The Tell-Tale Heart.”  The Portable Poe.   Ed. Philip Van Doren

Stern.  New York: Penguin, 1947.
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(Direct Quotations and Citations):



(Questions and Answers):

“He had the eye of a vulture

--a pale blue eye with a film over it”  (290).


1.  Why did I include this quotation?

It seems to have some symbolic purpose.  A vulture is a bird that, according to the American Heritage Dictionary, is “carrion-eating” (feasts on the flesh of dead things) and is also an “opportunistic man.”  Perhaps the narrator feels like a corpse about to be devoured by the old man.  Perhaps, the narrator, not the old man will become an opportunist as the story progresses.              

2.  Why is this quotation important within the context of the story?

I am not entirely sure; however, it may foreshadow something later, perhaps something to do with blindness. It is ironic that the old man is somewhat blind physically, but it is the narrator who is blind to rationality.

3.  What does the quotation suggest about  the protagonist and/or antagonist?

The protagonist is hypersensitive to everything.  He probably feels as though everyone is watching him; he is paranoid.
How Do I Know if the Quotation is Significant?

Test for Determining the Significance of Detail in the Contextual Situation

Does the detail in the quotation you have chosen SUGGEST, ILLUSTRATE, or REVEAL something about . . .

1. The evolution of the character from one point in the story to another?

2. The internal (man against himself) or external conflict (man against man) of the character?

3. The past of the character?

4. The future of the character?

5. The relationship between the character and someone else?

6. The relationship between the character and the world (nature)?

7. How the character views him/herself?

8. The role of the setting and landscape?

9. The values or philosophies of the character?

10. The strengths of the character?

11. The weaknesses of the character?

12. How the character reacts to the world? 

13. How the world reacts and treats the character(s)?

14. How the character reacts to others?

15. How the character chooses to resolve conflict?

16. The character’s place in the modern world?

17. The location of the character in relationship to someone else?

18. A resonance when juxtaposed with X?

19. A sense of irony in the story?

20. How the character see himself in the world?

Sample Questions for Dialectical Journals:

In the line(s) contained in the left column . . .

1.  
How does the speaker depict himself? 

2.  
Why does the author assert that . . . ?

3.  
Why does the protagonist assert that . . . ?

4.  
Why the antagonist assert that . . . ?

5.  
What can be inferred by . . . ?

6.  
What does the point of view suggest about the character(s)?

7.  
How can . . . be interpreted within the context of the passage?

8.  
What is the major purpose of the statement(s)?

9.  
What does the atmosphere establish?

10. 
All of the following qualities are present in the lines(s) except what?

11.
What does the comparison between . . . and  . . . suggest?

12. 
What does the contrast between . . . and  . . .  suggest?

13.  
What does . . .  contribute to the plot and why?

14.  
What does the author achieve by juxtaposing (placing side by side) . . . and  . . . ?

15.  
What does the allusion to . . . suggest?

16.  
What does the use of irony suggest?

17.   
What prediction can I make about the next chapter?

18.  
What does the symbol of  . . . suggest?

19.  
What does the metaphor of  . . . suggest?

20.  
What does the simile of  . . . suggest?
