American Literature Honors
2009/2010 Course Description and Expectancies 

Spring Valley High School/Dept. of English/Mr. Sevano/Room 813

  I.  Scope:
This course is devoted to the study of American literature.  This course is intended for but not limited to the college-bound student.  A wide range of literature will be utilized in studying the progression from modernism to post-modernism.  Critical thinking skills will be employed in analyzing various works and historical/literary movements. A research paper will be required from all students in this intensive one-year course.

II.  Course Goals/Objectives:
1.         To utilize research skills in constructing an analytical research paper.

2.         To familiarize students with the progression from colonialism to post-modernism

3.         To distinguish between various literary devices.

4.         To apply critical thinking skills in analyzing literature.

5.         To reinforce the steps in the writing process

6.         To expand individual vocabulary.

 7.    
To review and reinforce the principles of grammar/syntax and spelling as they apply to  the writing process.

8.         To develop a deeper understanding of ethics by responding to literature.

9.         To speak and listen using techniques of effective communication.
10.       To promote the honesty and sincerity of response and respect for the ideas and the writing of others.

11.       To familiarize students with literary philosophies.

12.       To assess drama as a reflection of American society.

13.       To assess the impact of film as a literary experience.

III.    Expectations and Guidelines:
A.    Materials and Texts:  McDougal Littell: Language and Literature, The Things They Carried, Death of a Salesman, The Scarlet Letter, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,  The Great Gatsby,  and various short stories and essays.  THESE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON AVAILABILITY.
B. Students may be required to procure one or more books for this class. In addition

     to textual materials,  there will be a number of videos/clips shown to enhance and supplement the readings. 
     You are required to bring the following materials to class every day:


1.      Blue or black ink pen(s) and pencil(s)

2.
Your binder will be divided into the following sections:

a. Vocabulary


b. Voice Lessons: Diction, Detail, Syntax, Tone

c. Literature Notes
d. Compositions/Works in Progress


e. Handouts

f. Returned assignments

3.
Once again, I expect work to be turned in on loose-leaf paper (not tom from a spiral notebook), written in blue or black ink (or typed when required), and written neatly and legibly.  If I cannot read it, I cannot grade it.

4. All assignments are to be done in blue or black ink.  Each student is expected to bring a blue or black ink pen to class each day.  I neither lend them nor sell them.  Research papers and formal essays are to be typed.  Assignments not conforming to this will be returned.
IV.   Campus/Classroom Rules

A.
Respect yourself, others, and the campus




-Use appropriate language at all times

    



>No profanity





>No derogatory remarks



-Dress/appearance





>Follow the dress code





>Dress for success




-Property





>Respect the property of fellow students





>Respect the property of adults





>Respect the school building and grounds

B.
Be on time and prepared with all materials

-Report to each class on time according to the requirements designnated by each of your teachers.



-Have materials organized and ready to use at the beginning of class

C.
Eat and drink only in designated areas




-Cafeteria during breakfast and lunch-




-Quad during lunch




-Water is allowed anywhere on campus





-Gum is not allowed anywhere on campus

All students are expected to follow the Clark County School District Rules of Conduct, as well as the CHS dress code.  In addition, I also expect students to follow basic rules of courtesy and respect at all times for all persons.  Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.
Behavioral and Disciplinary Expectations:
1.
Be respectful: raise your hand, exercise courtesy in communication, keep body parts to yourself, no use of profanity at any time.

2 .
Be prepared: bring materials to class at all times. use blue or black ink only.

3 .
Be punctual: be in your seat when the bell rings, ready to begin instruction; otherwise you are tardy.

If the student chooses to violate any of the aforementioned rules, the following disciplinary

procedures will occur. The gravity of the violation will determine the procedural order.
1.     Warning


2.
Conference with student(s)

3.
Phone call to parent


4.
Dean's referral
V. Determination of Grades:  
     All grades are computed on a total points basis: the number of points earned divided by

     the number of points possible.  Each quarter grade is worth 42.5% of the semester grade;

     the final exam is worth 15% of the semester grade.  In the event of academic dishonesty,

     such as cheating, plagiarizing, or any other type of falsification, a grade of zero will be given

     for that assignment/test, and administrative action will be taken.  All grades are computer-

     ized.  Grades are posted by student number every other week.  Quarter and semester grades

     are based on the following scale:


90-100%
A


80-89%
B


70-79%
C


60-69%
D





          0-59%
         F

VI.  Determination of Citizenship:
The following citizenship grade scale is to be used at Spring Valley High School: 

O = Outstanding 





N = Needs Improvement

S  = Satisfactory 





U = Unsatisfactory 

VII. Homework Requirements and Guidelines:  READ THIS CAREFULLY!
A.
All  homework is due at the beginning of class when I collect it.  If you miss a homework assignment, you may still turn it in THE NEXT DAY for no more than 50% of the overall assignment value.  Eg: 100/100  one day late is 50/100; 90/100 one day late is 45/100.           

B.
If you are absent, you must present the attendance office with a signed note from a parent explaining that YOU WERE ILL before you can (1) turn in work which was due on the day you were absent AND (2) receive make-up work from the day you were absent.  Students have 3 school days from the day of return to initiate contact with the teacher.  Work turned in after the teacher-assigned make-up date will not be accepted and, subsequently, will not receive credit.

C. If a student is absent on a day in which a major, process-oriented assignment is due, such as a presentation, a  research paper or essay, or any project/workshop, that assignment is still due by the end of that day.   A note or phone call confirming illness is still required when the student returns.  If ill, the student has the option of having the assignment dropped off by a friend, faxed, or e-mailed.  An e-mail account has been created to accommodate this contingency:  nss502@interact.ccsd.net.  Since the success of classroom workshops depends solely on class participation, these cannot be made up.   Finally,  students who choose to participate in approved school activities must have work turned prior to the absence, unless otherwise instructed.  Even if no homework assignment is given, all students still have twenty minutes of reading each night from their respective novels.

VIII. Attendance and Tardies: 

Any student exceeding 10 unapproved absences will lose credit for that class.   After any absence, students shall be required to initiate contact with the teacher to obtain appropriate makeup work within three (3) days directly following the absence.  Once contact has been made with the teacher, specific makeup work and the time interval allowed for completion of makeup work will be determined by the teacher (minimum of three days for each day absent).  
Student tardiness is a serious disruption to the educational process. Tardiness interferes with time to teach and infringes on the educational rights of other students. A student is to be marked tardy who is not physically present in the classroom at the start of the instructional period but reports to the classroom after that time. For the purposes of attendance enforcement, a secondary student who is more than thirty (30) minutes late to any class period shall be counted absent from that class.  Any student not in the classroom when the tardy bell has rung should be directed to the cafeteria to sign the tardy book. Students will be issued a pass to class once they have signed the tardy book and should be allowed to return to class.  A student with a tardy pass should be marked “tardy” in your attendance for that day.  
PLEASE NOTE: The tardy table will close twenty-five minutes after the tardy bell.  All students after that time will not need a pass and will be considered absent.  Additionally, no student should enter your class with a tardy pass after thirty minutes from the tardy bell; when in doubt, contact the deans’ office for verification. 
Extra Credit: By announcement only.
Note:  The instructor reserves the right to amend policies and/or curriculum at any time deemed necessary.
All students are required to read one book outside of class per quarter.  Students must choose from a list that will be provided.

First Quarter:
American Rhetoric:

Persuasion in American Speeches and Primary Documents
“The Declaration of Independence”


Thomas Jefferson
“Speech to the Virginia Convention”


Patrick Henry
“The Gettysburg Address”



Abraham Lincoln

“Second Inaugural Address”

“I Have a Dream”




Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Power of Blackness:
Poe and Hawthorne
“The Philosophy of Composition”


Edgar Allan Poe
“The Fall of the House of Usher”


“The Raven”

“Young Goodman Brown”



Nathaniel Hawthorne
“The Minister’s Black Veil”

The Scarlett Letter

Second Quarter:

The American Renaissance:

Emerson, Dickinson, Thoreau

“Self-Reliance”




Ralph Waldo Emerson
“The Over-Soul”

The Selected Poems of Emily Dickinson

“Civil Disobedience”



Henry David Thoreau
The Funny Farm:
Mark Twain and American Satire
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn


Mark Twain
Third Quarter:

Welcome to the Machine:
America in the Modern Age

The Great Gatsby (students may need to purchase)

F. Scott Fitzgerald
Death of a Salesman




Arthur Miller
“A Rose for Emily”



William Faulkner
“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place”


Ernest Hemingway
“Hills Like White Elephants”
from Modern Verse
“The Open Boat”




Stephen Crane
Fourth Quarter:

Short Cuts:

A Survey of 20th Century American Essays and Short Stories 
Flannery O’Connor

“Revelation”





“A Good Man is Hard to Find”

Raymond Carver


“Cathedral”




“A Small, Good Thing”
Tobias Wolff


“The Chain”





“Mortals”

Joyce Carol Oates


“Where are You Going, Where Have You Been?”

Charlotte P. Gilman

“The Yellow Wallpaper”

Maya Angelou


“Champion of the World”
John Updike


“A&P”

Kurt Vonnegut


“Harrison Bergeron”

E.B White


“Once More to the Lake”

Brent Staples


“What Adolescents Miss When We Let Them Grow Up in

 Cyberspace”

Dave Barry


“Batting Clean-Up and Striking Out”
First Quarter Outside Novel List

1.
Native Son


Richard Wright
2.
The Light in the Forest

Conrad Richter

3.
Catcher in the Rye


J.D Salinger

4.
The Sun Also Rises


Ernest Hemingway

5.
The Good Earth


Pearl S. Buck

6.
The Sea Wolf


Jack London

7.
The Red Badge of Courage

Stephen Crane

8.
Our Town



Thorton Wilder

9.
Moby Dick


Herman Melville

10.
The Last of the Mohicans

James Fenimore Cooper

11.
My Antonia


Willa Cather

12.
Animal Dreams


Barbara Kingsolver

13.
House of Seven Gables

Nathaniel Hawthorne

14.
A Connecticut Yankee

Mark Twain

In King Arthur’s Court

15.
A Raisin in the Sun


Lorainne Hasbury
16.
East of Eden


John Steinbeck

17.
As I Lay Dying


William Faulkner

18.
Babbitt



Sinclair Lewis

19.
The Glass Menagerie


Tennessee Williams

20.
Johnny Got His Gun


Dalton Trumbo

21.  
Uncle Tom’s Cabin


Harriet Beecher Stowe

22.
Fahrenheit 451


Ray Bradbury

23.
Catch-22



Joseph Heller

Dear Parent(s):

I am thrilled to have your son/daughter in my English class this year.  I consistently work to plan and provide the best possible program for students enrolled in my classes.  With your encouragement, your child will participate and enjoy many exciting and rewarding experiences during this academic year.

Your son/daughter has been given a syllabus for my class which contains pertinent information.  Included in this are the course goals as outlined by the Clark County School District.  Please read it, discuss it together, and let me know should you have any questions.  Below is a contract sheet for both of you to sign; your signatures indicate that you are aware of the curriculum and policies as outlined in the syllabus.  The syllabus is to be kept in the student’s notebook throughout the year.

I hope that by working together, your child will have a rewarding academic year.

Sincerely,

Mr. Sevano

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher-Student Contract

The purpose of this contract is to make sure that you and your parent(s) have read the guidelines and expectations for this class.  As an indication of your understanding and agreement to the course expectations, please fill in your name in the blank spaces provided.

You are to return this contract to me, signed by you and your parent(s), by the date assigned in class.

Student:

I, _______________________________________understand Mr. Sevano's course and classroom expectations and guidelines.  I will do my best to meet them this school year.

Student’s Signature___________________________________________________________Date_______________

Parent(s):

I,___________________________________ understand and accept the course and classroom expectations that my son/daughter brought home and will do my part as a parent to help my child meet them this year.

Parent’s Signature____________________________________________________________Date_______________                                                                   

Thank you for your time and support.

Mr. Sevano
