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                      Welcome to Algebra I

                  Course Syllabus 2009-2010
Teacher:   Ms. McCall






Room Number: 8-A5

Webpage:  www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/jmccall

Course Description: Algebra is a fundamental part of communication in mathematics, with its roots as far back as the ancient Egyptians and Babylonians.  It is the language through which math comes alive.  Algebra provides a means of operating with abstract concepts and applying them in ways that often foster insights beyond the original context.  Algebra I is a high school credit course that covers simple problems dealing with single variables to quadratic equations.  Corresponding word problems, more challenging word problems, and graphing calculator skills will be incorporated into this course.  Students will also experience real world applications of algebra and science.
Topics: This Algebra I course includes the following topics:

First Semester (tentative): transition math review (order of operations, variable expressions, properties, operations with rational numbers), solving linear equations, ratios, proportions, percents, graphing linear equations and inequalities, slope, intercepts, rate of change, writing linear equations, and statistics
Second Semester (tentative): solving systems of linear equations, polynomials (adding, subtracting, multiplying, dividing, and factoring), properties of exponents, solving quadratic equations, simplifying radical expressions, and functions

Classroom Tenets:

· Come to class prepared with PENCILS, notebook, and any other supplies needed for class.

· Take responsibility for your work and ASK if you do not understand or need help.

· Your behavior should never interfere with other student’s ability to learn or my ability to teach.

· Respect your classmates and me.  Think before you speak!

· Be honest with yourself and me.

Homework: Students in Algebra I should count on homework every night.  These assignments should only take about 45 minutes each.  If homework takes up hours of a student's time, this may indicate deficits in student prerequisite knowledge.  Our goal is to complete the book, which will require maintaining a rigorous pace throughout the year.  Homework will be collected at random for grading.  Each graded homework assignment is worth eight points.  Homework checked for completeness is worth four points.  Odd-numbered problems are often given for homework because the answers are printed in the back of the textbook.  Students are encouraged to check their solution AFTER completing the problem to ensure they are working the problems correctly.  The process as well as the correct answer must be shown for complete credit.  Students will also participate in homework groups each class to discuss any challenging questions from the previous night’s homework.  In addition, other graded homework assignments may be handed out during any chapter.  These may be worth 20-40 points, depending on length and difficulty.  It is extremely important for students to keep up with their homework.  Algebra builds from one section to the next.  When a student falls behind, it is difficult to catch up and learn new material as well.  

Notebook Expectations: Each student is expected to keep an organized and current binder that contains completed homework (graded for accuracy by the student each day), handouts, notes, and assessments for each unit.  Assignment books are also expected to be used daily.

Quizzes: Quizzes are typically unannounced and given at least once a week.
Make-up Work: Tests or quizzes may be made up after school or during Advisory.  When absent, it is the student’s responsibility to request make-up work as soon as he or she returns to school.  Students will have one day to make-up work for each day missed.  
Late Work:  No late work will be accepted.  Legitimate family emergencies are the only exception with parental note.

Progress Reports: Halfway through each six weeks, interim reports indicating the student’s grade and any missing assignments will be sent home.  If a student returns his or her algebra progress report signed by a parent, he or she will earn four points extra credit (added to total points) for that six weeks.

Grades: 
Six Weeks Averages: The six weeks grade is comprised of homework, graded assignments, quizzes, and tests.  All grades are figured on the total points system; quizzes are usually worth 50 points and tests are worth 100 points.  The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd six weeks each count two-sevenths of the first semester grade.  Similarly, the 4th, 5th, and 6th six weeks each count two-sevenths of the second semester grade.



Exam Grades: A mid-term exam will be given following the third six weeks.  All students are required to take this exam.  It is worth 100 points and will count one-seventh of the first semester grade.  A final exam will be given following the 6th six weeks.  Per SOL Exam Waiver Policy, students who have an SOL end of the course test, such as Algebra I, may opt-out of the final exam.  If a student elects not to take the final or takes the final and it lowers the student’s overall grade, each of the 4th, 5th, and 6th six weeks will count as 1/3 the second semester grade.  



Semester Grades: Semester grades are averaged using the numerical averages for the six weeks grades and exams.  The two semester grades are averaged into the student’s final grade.  This final grade will appear on their high school transcript and be averaged into their high school grade point average.

All letter grades will be assigned based on the10-point grading scale (100-90 A, 89-80 B, etc.)
SOL Testing: In order for a student to earn a verified credit for Algebra I, he or she must pass the end-of-course SOL test for Algebra (given in May) in addition to passing the course for the year.  All MCPS Algebra I students will also take benchmark tests every nine weeks to assess student understanding.  The SOL standards that we will cover can be found at http://www.doe.virginia.gov/go/Sols/mathsecondary.pdf
Graphing Calculators: A TI-83 or TI-nspire graphing calculator will be used in the classroom after the first six weeks.  The student will be assigned a number and will be responsible for the calculator while in the classroom.  If the calculator or any part of it is broken or lost, the student will be held responsible for the cost.
Supplies:
3-ring binder with dividers
Box of tissues 

Lots of pencils 

Folder with pockets

Large eraser 

Spiral notebook 
Notebook paper 

Graph paper








Please remember that Algebra I is a high school credit course.  As such, it is taught with the same pacing and rigor as classes taught at Blacksburg High.  Determination, dedication, interest, and ability in mathematics are all vital to success.  
After school help sessions will be offered by the BMS Algebra teachers Monday – Thursday.  Students seeking additional assistance are encouraged to attend any day.  A parental note granting permission must be given in order to attend.  Days and times for the help sessions are 2:45-3:30: Monday - Ms. McCall(8A5), Tuesday – Mr. Cox(8B7), Wednesday – Mr. West(8D5), Thursday - Ms. Carr(8C5).
I am really looking forward to working with you this year!  If you have any questions or concerns throughout the school year, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

E-mail: jmccall@mail.mcps.org

Conferences times (with 7th grade team if desired): 1:40-2:20

