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Chapter 7 Section 4: Ratification and the 
Bill of Rights (pages 215-219)

In this section, we 
will: 
• List the key issues in 
the constitutional 
debate.
• Explain how the 
Constitution was 
finally ratified.
• Describe how the Bill 
of Rights was added to 
the Constitution. 

Important 
vocabulary terms 

this section

• Federalists 
• Antifederalists 
• The Federalist 
Papers 
• amend
• Bill of Rights
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Federalists debate Antifederalists
• After the Constitutional 
Convention, each state had to 
decide whether to ratify the new 
framework of government. 
• As we have discussed, 9 of the 
13 states had to approve the 
Constitution before it could go 
into effect. 
• In 1787 & 1788, states elected 
delegates to special state 
conventions. These delegates 
would decide whether or not to 
ratify the Constitution. 

• Heated debates took place in 
every state.
• Supporters of the 
Constitution called themselves 
FEDERALISTS because they 
favored a strong federal, or 
national government. 
• People who opposed the 
Constitution were called 
ANTIFEDERALISTS. 
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Federalist position/beliefs Antifederalists position/beliefs

• believed the Articles of 
Confederation left too much 
power with the individual 
states, which created a weak 
central government. 
• believed the Constitution 
gave the national government 
the authority it needed to 
function effectively, while still 
protecting the rights and 
powers of individual states. 
• Alexander Hamilton, James 
Madison and John Jay wrote 
series of essays known as 
The Federalist Papers. 
• purpose of The Federalist 
Papers was to explain and 
defend the Constitution. 
• the authors used "pen" 
names but most people knew 
who they were. 

• believed the Constitution made 
the federal government too strong 
and left the states too weak.  
• believed the Constitution gave the 
President too much power. 
• key objection was that the 
Constitution had no bill of rights. 

• Let's read Patrick 
Henry's quote on page 
216...
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Key Issue: The Need for a Bill of Rights
• Antifederalists believed that 
since the Americans had just 
fought a war to protect their 
freedoms, a bill of rights was 
needed to protect such basic 
liberties as freedom of speech and 
freedom of religion.
• Antifederalists argued that 
unless rights were spelled out in 
writing, they could easily be 
ignored. 

• main proponent of the bill 
of rights was George 
Mason of Virginia.
• Mason had written the 
the bill of rights for the 
Virginia state constitution. 

George Mason
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The States Vote to Ratify

Let's look at page 216 and 
read about ratification. 
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Adding a Bill of Rights
• Americans voted in the first 
election under the Constitution 
in January 1789. 
• As expected, George 
Washington was elected 
President and John Adams was 
chosen Vice-President. 
• first congress meets in NYC, 
our nation's first capital. 
• Congress begins work to add a 
bill of rights. 
• Several states had agreed to 
ratify only on the condition a 
bill of rights be added. 

      Washington                 Adams
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• The framers of the Constitution had 
established a way to amend, or change 
the Constitution. Since they did not want 
the people to make changes lightly, the 
process to amend the Constitution is 
fairly difficult. (More on that in chapter 
8) 
• the first Congress proposed a set of 12 
amendments written by James Madison.
• As required by the Constitution, the 
amendments went to the states,
• By December 1791, 3/4 of the states 
had ratified (approved) of 10 of the 12 
amendments. 
• These ten amendments are known as 
the_______of______. 

Let's finish up 
with the 
reading on 
page 218, 
"The Bill of 
Rights."  

James Madison


	Page 1: Dec 30-2:56 PM
	Page 2: Dec 30-3:01 PM
	Page 3: Jan 9-11:43 AM
	Page 4: Dec 30-3:02 PM
	Page 5: Dec 30-3:02 PM
	Page 6: Dec 30-3:03 PM
	Page 7: Jan 9-12:32 PM
	Page 8: Jan 9-12:39 PM

