Name________________________	
Spelling Rules
· Write i before e except after c, or when sounding like “ay,” as in neighbor  and weigh. (Weird is a work that breaks this rule. WEIRD!)
Examples: receive, deceive, reign

· In words ending with silent e, drop the e when adding a suffix that starts with a vowel.
Examples:  Skate-skating; like-likable

· Don’t’ drop the e when the suffix starts with a consonant.
Example: sate-statement; use useful

· In words ending with a consonant + y, change the y to an i before adding a suffix-except when the suffix begins with i. 
Examples: beauty-beautiful, beautify; hurry-hurries, hurried, hurrying

· In words ending with a vowel + y, simply add the suffix.
Example: toy-toys, toyed; play-plays, played

· In one-syllable words ending in one vowel + one consonant, double the consonant before adding a suffix that starts with a vowel.
Examples: bat-batting, batted, batter; hop-hopping, hopped

· In words with more than one syllable where the accent is on the final syllable, double the final consonant.
Example: control-controlled, controlling

Rules are helpful, but the best way to learn how to spell is to read often and use a dictionary to check spelling.
