America’s Government
In the beginning
· The ____________________________ was an agreement by the Pilgrims to follow “just and equal” laws of the colony.
· This was the first form of __________________________ in our country.
· A _________________ is a formal document that states the rights and responsibilities of a group of people.
· We will look at several documents that “We the people” have agreed to.
Magna Carta
· This document gave rights to the people of ____________________.
· It kept the ____________ and ___________________ from having too much power over the people.
· The Magna Carta influenced the signing of the ___________________________________ after they had left England. 
The House of Burgesses
· This was a group of _________________________________such as George Washington, Patrick Henry, and Thomas Jefferson.
· They met as a group to _________________________________________from England.
The Iroquois Confederacy
· The ____________________________ in North America also had a governing body.
· This Iroquois Confederacy joined ____________________________________________ in what is now central New York. 
              The Europeans called it the _________________________________.
The Constitution
· _____________________________________ was written to unify the colonies under one central government.
· ______________________________________ met in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to create a governing document that we still follow today.
· In ______________ The Constitution was ratified, or approved, by the required number of states.
· _______________________________ is considered the “father of the Constitution”.

Amendments
· Some members of Congress wanted to include an _____________________, or addition, to the Constitution to protect the __________________________ of Americans.
· Some states agreed to _______________, or approve, the Constitution only if they included a these amendments.
· It is a _______________ and ____________________ process to create an amendment.
· _______________________ of the senate and two thirds of the House must approve it. 
Bill of Rights
· These _____________________ amendments are called the ________________________.
· These were written to protect the civil liberties, or _________________________________ of Americans.
·  These freedoms include:
 Freedom of speech
Freedom to practice any religion
Freedom to a fair trial 
Freedom, or the right, to own guns
The Bill of Rights ___________________the cruel and unusual _______________________of prisoners and requires police officers to have a proper __________________________________ to enter someone’s home.



