SCA Classroom Policies and Procedures for 2011-2012

	Instructor
	Sherry F. Merideth

	Course Name
	Chamber Ensemble

	Location
	Chorus Room, Room 414

	Help Sessions Available
	By individual appointment. Please do not hesitate to ask me for help with your music. 

	Text
	None. 

	Other Materials
	*One (1) 1-inch black 3-ring binder to be provided by the student. Please keep the outside clean. You may print your name neatly in the upper right hand corner of the outside of the binder. 
*Notebook paper for class binder
*A pencil 
*Notebook Dividers (8)
*Instrument in good working order


	Course Description
	Chamber music has been defined as music for small ensembles in which instrumentalists perform one to a part, generally without a conductor. At one time, chamber music was restricted to Western classical music for small ensembles, such as the string quartet. Today, however, chamber music comprises many different musical styles and genres and various combinations of instrumentalists, including collaborations between pianists, string players, and wind instrumentalists. Chamber music demands that each individual engage in a close musical dialogue with the other performers. Their collective musical instinct, experience, knowledge and talent guide the process of interpreting, rehearsing, and performing. In this semester (or year long) course, students work on their chosen instrument in small ensembles of 2 to 5 students for instruction and rehearsal, with the aim of performing in on campus and off campus events and concerts. Attendance at all performances and rehearsals is mandatory. 



Policies and Procedures
	Grading
	Chamber ensemble members will be assessed in four categories: Playing quizzes (25%), Theory quizzes (25%), Performances (25%), and Daily Grade (25%). 

Playing quizzes
Each member should prepare their music to a high level of excellence. Announced playing quizzes will be given and students will be evaluated individually according to announced expectations.  

Theory quizzes
Music theory will be studied and written quizzes will be given. 
Performances
The Chamber Ensemble will perform for a variety of occasions. All members are expected to be there on time, with needed materials, dressed appropriately and act in a professional manner.

First Semester
*8th Grade Visit Days: Sept. 20th, Sept. 22nd,Oct. 18th, Oct. 20th.
*Open House, Nov. 13th 1:00-3:00
*St. Cecilia Day, Nov. 18th 
*Advent Concert at Cathedral, Dec. 1st @ 7:00

Second Semester
*Solo and Ensemble, April 21st or 28th (TBD)
*Arts Parts, April 23rd @ 7pm
*May Processional Mass, May 4th
*Baccalaureate Mass, May 25th

Daily Grade
Chamber ensembles require a high degree of participation from each member. Attendance, effort, and preparation are imperative. You will receive a daily grade for each class period. If you are prepared and follow classroom procedures, you will receive 20 points (or 100 points per week). You are expected to help set up and put away chairs and music stands. If classroom procedures are not followed, points will be deducted as such:
No music, pencil or instrument: -20 points   
Disrupting class:  -20 points
Unprepared:         -20 points
Failing to help with set up or tear down: -20 points
An unexcused absence receives no daily points. 

	Forms of Assessment
	Students will be assessed primarily through performances in class and on-campus. Students should be prepared with notes and rhythms, musical and ensemble aspects, and performance etiquette. Additionally, theory and playing quizzes will be given.




	Make-Up Work
	If you must miss a class, please get class notes from members of your ensemble on what was rehearsed. Even if you were not present to rehearse, you are still responsible for any upcoming performances. 
Any student missing a playing quiz, theory quiz, or performance must make up the grade as advised by Mrs. Merideth. 

	Preparation for Class
	Students should expect to practice several times per week outside of class time to prepare their individual part. Students who are not prepared and/or show improvement with the notes, fingerings, and rhythms for their individual part will be penalized in their daily grade. 
On occasion, written work will be assigned and students are expected to complete it on time as directed. 

	Homework
	Your primary homework will be practicing your part so that you may contribute to the ensemble. Plan on 15-30 minutes per night of practice.
Written assignments are to be competed neatly and according to the St. Cecilia Academy Style Sheet (included in the Parent/Student Handbook). 

	Special Projects/ Major Assignments
	Special projects include performances and concerts as well as occasional composing, arranging, and composer research projects.

	See Parent/Student Handbook and/or Student Agenda for school-wide policies concerning Attendance, Respect of Property, and Cheating.



Objectives:
1. Students will demonstrate improved ability on their individual instrument with regard to technique and musicality. 
2. Students will prepare and perform an individual part within an ensemble. This includes being able to identify and perform notes on a staff, rhythms, key signatures and time signatures. Students will increase their knowledge of music theory. 
3. Students will rehearse with other instrumentalists by developing rehearsal techniques to improve the group performance.
4. Students will honor other members in the ensemble while providing and receiving constructive criticism. 
5. Students will present polished and poised performances. 








Name_________________________________________Due Monday, August 22, 2011.

I have read the Chamber Ensemble Policies and Procedures and agree to abide by them. 

X_____________________________________________________________________
	Student signature						Date

X_____________________________________________________________________
	Parent signature						Date

