World Geography – 2011 Fall Project

Urban Land Use Analysis

Geography Standard 6.2: Students know how to apply geography to understand the present and plan for the future.  They evaluate a contemporary issue using geography knowledge, skills, and perspectives.

Downtown Colorado Springs has undergone major transformations over the last few years.  Urban redevelopment impacts all of us in many ways.  Your final project is to observe, gather data, map, and analyze information about downtown Colorado Springs (CBD – central business district).  You are to use geographic skills to assess the type of development occurring and its impact in one particular area of the downtown composition.  

After receiving your assigned area, conduct a field study analysis including the following:

· Public vs. private land; zoning issues

· Identify and analyze the types of services existing in the CBD

· Traffic patterns, roads, noise, pollution, parking

· Visual impact (views)

· Access – public and private

· Observe and record distinctive characteristics of your area (people, activities)

· Gather data about land use in your area (present and future)

· Map buildings and land use in your area

· Analyze your data looking for trends, the economic health, and growth potential of your area

· Analyze changes in your area (last 10-15 years)

· Present information and analysis to the class

Instructions:  

· Work in groups to observe, collect data, map, and analyze your area of the CBD.

· Draw or photograph examples of distinguishing characteristics of land use (services/housing, industry) and how the space is occupied.  You may also tape record city sounds and sights.

· Talk to business owners about the threshold and range of their customers.  Make this discussion central to your research!

· Look for what services are being offered where.  What patterns or trends do you notice (be sure to explain why)?

· Make a map to show where built and undeveloped areas are in your area.  Indicate names and types of buildings, conditions, dates of the buildings, and types of land use within your entire area.  Use colors, labels, and a key.

· Make recommendations for future growth and change in your area (eg. more pedestrian friendly) 

Examples of what to include on your map (this is not all inclusive):

	Consumer services
	Churches

	Vacancy/parking
	Schools

	Business services
	Government services

	Apartments/condos
	Parks and open space

	Individual homes (low, middle, high)
	Different types of services

	Roads, sidewalks
	

	
	


Considerations for group work:

It is recommended to choose a leader to keep track of time, supervise the collection of data, and to oversee the preparation of the final presentation with pictures, sounds, and maps.

Cartographer: Map and label your assigned blocks to be explored on foot.  If obvious and attainable, indicate names and types of buildings and land use on both sides of the streets, conditions, and dates of buildings.  
Artist or Photographer:  Draw or photograph examples of distinguishing characteristics of streets, buildings, and people you see and meet.  Keep a record of each photo or sketch (where, when, and details).

Scribe:  Write “field notes” describing the character of blocks, people, businesses, and activities.  Look for evidence of change (what is left of the past, what is new, what is deteriorating, what is being built, what is gentrified).

Recorder:  Tape and identify source and time of day of city sounds in areas walked through.  Add your spoken comments on each street traveled, the character of the blocks, sights, etc.  Interview two or three passers-by and store owners on their view of downtown Colorado Springs, its growth and change, and their use of the city’s facilities and services.  You can also engage them in a discussion of the problems businesses and downtown faces and what they think should be done about it, especially for analyzing problems and solutions for the CBD.
Oral briefings:

· Present findings about your assigned blocks from your field notes to the rest of the class.  This should take 10-15 minutes and may take the form of a written report or video or computer presentation or some combination.  At 15 minutes, your group will be cut off.  Creativity (maintaining integrity) is strongly encouraged.  Be sure to go beyond narration and analyze the patterns that you see in land use and the built environment.  Be prepared to begin at the beginning of each class period!  

· You will receive a group grade based on your team’s oral presentation (75 points).  Your group will also be graded on field notes, photos, sketches, recordings, and maps.  Individual scores will also be based on peer evaluations (50 points).  The leader of the team is responsible for making sure each team member does his/her part!

At the conclusion of the briefing, each team member will hand in all field notes, sketches, photos, maps, and tapes for grading.  Samples of this material may be kept by me as examples for future field studies.

Colorado Springs Planning Publications: http://www.springsgov.com/Page.aspx?NavID=1508
Downtown Partnership (you will need to search): http://www.downtown80903.com/
Historic Descriptions of downtown: http://www.springsgov.com/plan/historic3/WalkingTour.ASP?WCI=CityHall&Click=Yes
