Urban Analysis Guidelines

Field Study Questions: Downtown Colorado Springs.  Use these questions as guidelines for collecting data.  They are not all inclusive.  

1. How is space used? (offices, commercial, housing, industry, warehouses, hotel/entertainment, parks, parking lots, empty buildings, etc.)

a. Are there areas within the city with definite boundaries?  Major areas of transition? Explain

b. How does the physical environment vary in your area? (rivers, hills, vegetation) Do the building patterns vary in relation to changes in the physical environment?

c. What characteristics of downtown Colorado Springs are similar/different to those of other cities?

2. How is the use of the land changed/changing?

a.  What type of transitions do you notice (private to public/residential/warehouse/park?)

b. How do building styles change?

c. Are old buildings being used for their original purpose?

d. Are there buildings in the process of being renovated?  In what style?

e. Is the new construction in the style of the old?  Why is the same or different?
3. Interview several people to collect information from those that use, live, and work in the CBD.

a. Does the person live, work, shop, dine, attend cultural events, etc. in the CBD?  How does his/her time spent downtown compared to time spent in other districts of the city?  

b. What is her/his opinion of the growth, changes, and prosperity of Colorado Spring’s CBD?

4. What are the patterns and movement of interaction?

a. Do most people you see live or work in the area?  Try and discover how far people travel to work, dine, shop, attend cultural events, etc.

b. Describe the types of transportation you see.  What is the most or least important?  What is most or least efficient?

c. Are there problems related to the movement of people and goods (loading/unloading, dangerous intersections, congestion, pollution, etc.)?

d.  How might these issues be solved?

5. Your assessment of the CBD of Colorado Springs.

a. What are the human/cultural/aesthetic costs or benefits resulting from land use or changes in land use in the CBD?

b. How do you judge the economic health of the CBD in Colorado Springs?

c. What recommendations do you have to improve the use of land/health/ growth of the area?

