World Geography

Food Culture Presentations - To be held on 4/13/2011
One major cultural identifier of local or folk culture is food.  This project considers food and its ingredients, where they are located, how it is prepared, served, and consumed, and any other customs associated with it.  Local food culture can be part of a small clan, a nationality, or even a region.  The focus is on local or folk food cultures and not popular culture.  Teams of 2-4 will select a food to research and prepare.  During the extended period, findings will be compiled into an international food court to be held in room 220.  So, be prepared to discuss food culture and eat!  This is a whole class effort.  
· Begin by brainstorming what types of food are associated with different regions of the world.  Remember that culture regions are often fuzzy with no clear boundaries.  We want to analyze regions by the types of food that are traditionally grown and eaten there. 
· Groups will select either a western or eastern hemisphere food to research and prepare for class.  Groups will research the countries the food comes from.  If a particular food comes from more than one country, choose the country where it seems to be the most common.  Research the country’s climate, the environment the food is grown, and the culture associated with the food such as language and religion.  For example, you can share food preparation and consumption practices.
Questions:

1. Compare and contrast the foods that have been presented.

2. What types of food do countries have in common?

3. What is the hearth of the food?

4. What customs are attached to the foods?

5. How are the foods prepared?

6. Discuss the folk culture associated with the food and have it may now be popularized.

7. How is the food unique to a particular region?

