Human Geography
Current Events Assignment

Article Format:

Carefully select a meaningful and geographically relevant article that relates to our studies of the world.  We have thoroughly covered what is “newsworthy” for our class!  On your own sheet of paper attach an article or produce a print out of the article and answer the questions below.  Write in blue or black ink and as with all assignments, this is due at the beginning of class.

1. Date and source.

2. Subject stated in a one-sentence thesis with reasons.

i.e. Multi-national forces should go to East Timor to prevent further slaughter of citizens, to support the democratic vote and process to allow rebuilding of all the destroyed properties.

3. State a central question that can be used to start the discussion with your small group.

4. List five other questions or points of support or information from the article that you feel you need to share with the group at some point.  You may also write questions that are left unanswered by the author.  You may need to do a small amount of additional research.  Be sure to have enough information to lead a discussion
5. Is this a current issue that has two sides?  Are both sides covered in the article?  If the answer is yes, please list support from the article.

6. State your bias or point of view about the topic.

7. Using the concepts of Thinking Geographically, summarize how this topic relates to our study of human Geography- Space, Place, Region, Scale, and Connections.  Provide maps where applicable.

8. Further connect the article to (a or the) unit of study in a meaningful way.

Small Group Procedure:
1. Groups of 3-5 are assigned.

2. Discussion leaders will rotate and be randomly assigned.  If you are leading the discussion, make copies or have appropriate notes to lead the group.
3. All should be listening and discussing.

4. At the end of a discussion within your small group you decide:

a. If the topic was informative and persuasive

b. If there was good discussion relating to the study of geography

