Advanced Placement Human Geography

Course Syllabus and Schedule 2011-12
Mr. Robert Gilliam

328-5054, ext. 65048
gillirh@d11.org
Texts:

· Kuby, Harner, Gober, Human Geography in Action (4th ed., 2006)
· Fouberg, Murphy, de Blij, Human Geography: People, Places, and Culture. (9th ed., 2009)

Description:

This course is an introduction to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface.  Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental consequences.  Students are expected to sit for the Advanced Placement exam in May.  We will be studying the following in depth:

0. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives (5-10%) 

1. Population (13-17%) 

2. Cultural Patterns and Processes (13-17%) 

3. Political Organization of Space (13-17%) 

4. Agricultural and Rural Land Use (13-17%) 

5. Industrialization and Economic Development (13-17%) 

6. Cities and Urban Land Use (13-17%) 

Course Objectives:

· Understand the discipline of geography, including using and thinking about maps and spatial data.  

· Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places.

· Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes.

· Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process.

· Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places.

Requirements:

Final class grades are based on the following components:

	Take Home Essay
	These will come in four varieties – short form free-response, short form research essays, long form research essays, and a book review. The writing process will be explained in more detail in class.  All essays are worth 50-100 points.



	Tests
	Tests will be modeled on the AP exam Multiple Choice (MC) and Free-Response (F-R) Sections.  You may expect to have two-three tests each quarter.  They will be MC, F-R, or a combination.  MC tests are always cumulative.  Tests will be worth 65-100 points.

  

	Class work
	This is a broad category, which will include homework, in-class work, group projects, unit activities, reflective writings, map quizzes, and reading quizzes.  Class work will be worth 10-100 points for each assignment.  Participation is a large part of this grade!


	Final Exam
	Students are required to complete the semester final exam.  Failure to take the semester final may result in a failure for the semester.  Semester finals will be MC, F-R, or a combination.  The final exam is worth 150-200 points. 



	Grades
	Based on the point system:

	
	90%-100% = A; 80%-89% = B; 70%-79% = C; 60%-69% = D; Below 60% = F


Student Notebooks
All students are required to keep a composition book or some notebook for the entire year.  This is your system of organization, but I will collect composition books or unit study guide glossaries for each unit.  Keeping all materials together in an organized fashion will help you prepare for unit exams and the AP exam.  

Expectations:

Students are expected to be in class on time and prepared for geography class.  You are required to use and maintain a composition book that shows your cumulative efforts in this course.  Be prepared to take map tests, take notes, maintain a glossary of terms, answer study guide questions, and complete all class readings.  Also, be prepared for unannounced reading quizzes and to participate in class discussions; they are valuable study tools.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  There are few opportunities for extra credit, so students are strongly encouraged to put all their energy into the required work!

AP Exam: The examination presumes at least one semester of college-level preparation.  We will have a practice exam near the end of the school year.

Advanced Placement Human Geography

Course Syllabus 2011-12
Unit Topics

Unit 1:  Geography: It’s Nature and Perspectives  - 3 weeks
· How did the process of geographic inquiry change over time?

· How do geographers view the world?

· What basic questions do geographers ask when interpreting the world around them? (Where? What’s there? Why there? How are places alike and different?)

· What tools do geographers use in the practice of their craft?

· Mapping, data sets, GIS, and geographic models

· What are the basic concepts of region and diffusion?

Fouberg, Chapter 1; Kuby, Chapters 1 & 3

Unit 2: Population issues (and migration) – 3  weeks
· Where do most of the world’s people live?

· Why do people live where they do?

· What are the consequences of population pressure on various environments?

· How have population patterns changed over time?

· What factors affect the growth of a site’s population?

· How do geographers analyze and make predictions about future population growth? About decline?

· What other factors affect growth and distribution of a country’s population?

· Why do people move?

· Why do people voluntarily emigrate from a country?

· Why do people migrate within a country?

· Why are people forced to emigrate from a country?

· What are the push-pull factors and outcomes of migration?

· What are the changes in the local landscape due to migration?

Fouberg, Chapters 2 & 3; Kuby, Chapters 4 & 5

Unit 3: Cultural Patterns and Processes – 5  weeks
· What is culture?

· How is culture manifested on the landscape?

· How is culture transmitted from region to region?

· How are cultural regions alike and different?

Fouberg, Chapters 4 – 7; Kuby, Chapter 2

Unit 4: Political Organization of Space – 4 weeks
· How do people organize themselves on the earth?

· What are the key characteristics of a state?

· Why so some states persist over time?

· How are borders imposed on the landscape?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of multiethnic states?

· What are factors that create and change transnational organizations?

Fouberg, Chapter 8; Kuby, Chapters 12 & 13

Midterm Preparation and exam – 1 week

Unit 5: Development and Globalization– 2 weeks
· How is development measured?

· How does the level of development vary among regions?

· How can countries promote development?

· Global Tourism

Fouberg, Chapters 10 & 14; Kuby, Chapters 6 & 7

Unit 6: Agricultural and Rural Land Use – 3 weeks
· How did agriculture originate and diffuse?

· What is agriculture like in less-developed countries?

· What is agriculture like in more developed countries?

· What are the most important agricultural regions in more developed countries?

Fouberg, Chapter 11; Kuby, Chapter 8

Unit 7: Industrialization and Economic development – 3 weeks
· How did industrialization originate and diffuse?

· How is industry distributed worldwide?

· What factors influence the choice of location for a factory?

· What industrial problems do countries face?

Fouberg, Chapter 12; Kuby, Chapter 6

Unit 8: Cities and Urban Land Use – 4 weeks
· How do resources affect human settlement patterns?

· Why are settlements established?

· Why are services concentrated in settlements?

· What activities occur in the central business district?

· What problems do inner-city residential areas face?

· What are the causes and consequences of suburbanization?

· How are different social groups distributed within an urban area?

· What are census data tracks and how are they mapped using GIS?

Fouberg, Chapter 9; Kuby, Chapters 9-11

Unit 10: AP Human Geography Exam Review – 2 weeks
· Review of Multiple Choice Questions & Free-Response Writing

· Review of topics

· Exam discussion

· Practice AP Exam

Advanced Placement Human Geography

Course Syllabus 2010-11
Unit Topics

Geography is…

· The study of where things are located on the earth’s surface and the reasons for their location.

· The science of location.

· The study of spatial variation, of how-and why-things differ from place to place on the surface of the earth

· The explanation of the physical and human characteristics of the earth’s surface.

Human Geography is…

· The study of geographic aspects of human existence and the forces that link humans to their natural environment.

· The study of the spatial organization of human activity and of people’s relationships with their environments.

· The spatial analysis of human population, their cultures, and activities.

· The dynamic and complex relationships between peoples and the worlds they inhabit.

· The description and explanation of people and their activities in geographic space.

Student Notebooks
All students are required to keep a composition book or some notebook for the entire year.  This is your system of organization, but I will collect composition books or unit study guide glossaries for each unit.  Keeping all materials together in an organized fashion will help you prepare for unit exams and the AP exam.  
Advanced Placement Human Geography
Scoring Standards For Free-Response Questions

100 pt essay     50 point essay
	90-100
	45-50
	Students who received the top score (5) did the following: 

· Presented a clear, well-developed thesis 

· Supported their thesis with substantial, relevant information 

· Understood the complexity of the question; demonstrates effective analysis and an understanding of geography 

· Demonstrates competence and mastery of geographic concepts and vocabulary

· Demonstrates sophisticated and accurate geographic examples 

· May have made minor errors 



	80-89
	40-44
	Students who received very good scores (3-4) did the following: 

· Offered a clear thesis with limited development 

· Supported their thesis with some factual information 

· Showed limited or lack of understanding of complexity of the question; Provided limited analysis and an understanding of geography

· Limited competence and mastery of geographic concepts and vocabulary

· Limited use of sophisticated and accurate geographic examples 

· May have had errors that did not detract from the overall essay/argument 



	70-79


	35-39
	Students who received a score of 2 did the following: 

· Lacked a thesis, or presented a thesis that was confused or undeveloped 

· Lacked supporting information, or gave minimal information 

· Ignored complexity; Little analysis and understanding of Geography

· Little competence and mastery of geographic concepts and vocabulary

· Little use of sophisticated and accurate geographic examples 

· May have had major errors 



	50-69
	25-35
	Students who received the lowest score (1) did the following: 

· Provided an incompetent, inappropriate response – confused and undeveloped

· May have simply paraphrased or restated the question 

· Showed little understanding of the question

· Offered no analysis  



	0-49

	0-24
	Students who received a score of (0) did the following:

· Did not answer the required question
· Wrote on a topic that was irrelevant, or off-topic


