9/19/09

Dear members of the World Bank committee,

The country of Malawi needs funding to help with the dominance of HIV/ AIDs in the country. While the percentage of the population tainted with AIDs has been reduced from 14% to 11% in the past five years, Malawi still has one of the higher percentages in Sub-Sahara Africa. Specifically, Malawi needs both funding for reactive and proactive programs; to help the already infected and to educate the community. 

The dense population of Malawi relates to its poverty rate, more then 60% of the people work for less then two American dollars a day. The poverty throughout the country presents numerous problems. 

First, children are forced to work during the day to help support their families instead of attending school. With the youth entering the work force at early ages they are forced to grow up without an education and to become adults before they are ready to. Also, with the youth working it makes it harder for adults to find work. The job opportunities are scarce in Malawi and many jobs are being occupied by children.
Second, it is not only the people of Malawi that are poor, but its health care services as well. The hospitals in Malawi are crammed with six people to a single room due to the lack space, in addition to, doctors and nurses are limited, meaning that each person does not get as much time and attention that they need.  Visiting a doctor becomes a hassle and due to the invincible mind set about HIV/AIDs setting up an appointment to get tested isn’t on the top of their “to do” list. 

Also, the fact that Malawi is a male dominated community creates a problem for the female population. The statistics are that 57% of the infected HIV/AIDs population is women. Women do not have control over their body in Malawi, the way that women do in the US. In the US, women have the power of the word “no” and to insist the use of a condom. In Malawi on the other hand, women are forced into sex with or without a condom because men have the upper hand. When contaminated women become pregnant they run the risk of passing HIV/AIDs on to their children through the birthing process or through feeding their child with breast milk. 

The solutions to these problems are simple and will help boost the country economically and lessen the spread of HIV/AIDs. 

Malawi needs to enforce laws that make school mandatory for children. More schools will need to be built with transportation systems so going to school is more accessible. In schools, health classes will be taught from early ages, encouraging abstinence and protected sex. This will help keep innocence in children by not exposing them to the influence of adults that they get from being in the work force. Also, education will install Malawi’s youth with life skills and the knowledge that they currently lack regarding HIV/AIDs. 
Another solution is to finance and build hospitals and clinics. Building more hospitals will create more reachable health care with less crowds; making the process of going to the doctor easier and less stressful. The funding the hospitals receive will go to getting supplies to help treat HIV/AIDs and for employees to visit large businesses to teach mandatory classes. These classes will teach the working class about the spread of HIV/AIDs and how they can prevent it. This solution will help prevent the disease and provide treatment as well. 

The final solution I have to propose is particularly for Malawi’s women. The government needs to create a law that states a women’s right to the power of her own body; this means that she has the ability to deny a male of sex and demand the use of a condom. Also, financial aid for all women clinics. These clinics will tend to the specific needs of women, whether it’s regular check ups, or birthing of a child. For child birth, special trained doctors will be hired to prevent the transfer of HIV/AIDs from mother to child during the birthing process. The clinics will not only offer physical help but emotional help as well. Physiologists will be employed to offer support to abused and hurting women, also to encourage women to stand up for themselves. This gives women more confidence in their power as an individual. The clinics will be supplied with anything imaginable to help women take care of themselves and to help lessen the number of women infected. 
Through financial support Malawi can overcome HIV/AIDs and begin to grow economically. Through every proposal made job opportunities are created. With a little funding in the beginning to get the programs off the ground they will eventually be self sufficient and boost economic growth. Also, the population of Malawi will be more educated making the people more eligible for higher paying jobs. 
To conclude, Malawi is being greatly affected by HIV/AIDs, it is affecting the home and the economy. You, the members of the World Bank committee can make the difference. 

Sincerely,

