World Geography: People and Places

Palmer High School

Mr. Gilliam

Description:

During this course you will study the earth and the way people live and behave on it.  The course will focus on topical studies of the five themes of geography: location, place, movement, region, and human - environment interaction.  With each topic discussed, we will study the physical and human geography of a particular region.  See the chart below for the possible topics to be covered. 

Geography Standards:

1. Students know how to use and construct maps, globes, and other geographic tools to locate and derive information about people, places, and environments.

2. Students know the physical and human characteristics of places, and use this knowledge to define and study regions and their patterns of change.

3. Students understand how physical processes shape Earth’s surface patterns and systems.

4. Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict.

5. Students understand the effects of interactions between human and physical systems and the changes in meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.

6. Students apply knowledge of people, places, and environments, to understand the past and present to plan for the future.

Text:

Holt World Geography Today – (Helgren & Sager)
Grading:

All assignments and final grades will be based on:




90%-100 %  - A








       


80%-89%     - B








        


70%-79%     - C

        


60%-69%     - D











Below 60%   - F

Expectations:

· Being in class is vital to the learning experience.  Students are expected to be in class on time.  Up to 25% of your final grade is based on attendance and participation.  No one who has attended regularly and has done assigned work has failed this class.  I will always endeavor to start and end on time.  When you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  You have one day for each absence to complete all missed work.  
· You are expected to turn in all work on time unless extenuating circumstances are serious.  Supplies needed in class each day: pen or pencil and a notebook with all work.  It is suggested you keep class notes, assignments, and other work in a three–ring notebook for future reference.

· We will strive to do “book learning” in class.  We will keep textbooks in the classroom unless instructed otherwise.  You can expect to learn from a variety of sources – lectures, reading & note taking, discussions, videos, research, current events, projects, and field studies.  If anything, this course is a triage of geographical concepts, environmental studies, and what is happening in the world today.  You will be asked to “explore” the world through all of these sources, so consider places in the world you are most interested.       
Contact Information

· My office is in room 118 (Social Studies Office) and I will be available there during periods 1, 4 & 5.  Whenever possible, I ask that you please prearrange a meeting time.    If you have other needs, please let me know.

· The office phone number is 328-5054 and my voice mailbox is 65048.  My e-mail is gillirh@d11.org
Possible Course of Study:

	Thinking Geographically 
	Mexico/Central America/Caribbean & Migration

	Basic Mapping concepts
	Sub Sahara Africa & Diffusion, AIDS, and Development

	Earth In Space
	Europe & Political Geography

	Weather and Climate
	South America & Urbanization

	Landforms, Water, and Natural Resources
	Australia/Oceania & Rural Land Use and Agriculture

	Southwest Asia/North Africa & Culture
	North America & Resources/Environmental Concerns 

	Southeast Asia & Population
	Finals


