


Dear Parent/Guardian,

	In an effort to provide differentiated learning in spelling, we will begin Spelling Investigations. This type of instruction elicits individualized words for your child that follow a specific spelling pattern. This allows for the students to practice spelling at their own level.  

Each Monday, your child will be given a pre-test in spelling.
· The words your child missed on the pre-test will in turn become their words for the week.  
· They will replace the words they got correct with new words that will be discussed, chosen by your child, and checked to ensure the words chosen are appropriate. 

You child will each be assigned a Spelling Partner that will call out his or her individual spelling words on Friday. 

	Students will also be responsible for learning the weekly word wall words. These words can be found on the bottom of the homework sheet. 

Students are responsible for learning their spelling words at home. A practice spelling test will always be assigned for homework on Thursdays (or Wednesdays if there is no school on Friday). Please administer this practice test to your child and then sign in the spot allotted for “Parent/Guardian signature”. 

We realize that this new format may take a little time to adjust.  If you have any questions regarding this change in spelling instruction, feel free to email or call and I will be happy to discuss them with you. 

											Thank you,													2nd Grade Teachers  

	Spelling Practice Ideas
Spelling Investigations has been going great!  
We truly believe that even though this is different than the traditional spelling we grew up with, it reaches each child at their own level, and helps challenge them to be better learners.  We hope you are enjoying this as much as we are.
Spelling Investigations requires a little bit more study time!  The following are some FUN spelling practice ideas:

1.  Make and complete a word search or word scramble using:
http://puzzlemaker.com/WordSearchSetupForm.html

http://teacher.scholastic.com/tools/spelling.htm

 (
a=1
b=2
c=3
d=4
e=5
f=6
g=7
h=8
i
=9
j=10
k=11
l=12
m=13
n=14
0=15
p=16
q=17
r=18
s=19
t=20
u=21
v=22
w=23
x=24
 
y=25
z=26
 
Secret Code Key
)2.  Rainbow Words: Students write each spelling word in various colors 
     (using crayons, markers, colored pencils, or colored pens).  They can 
     alternate and make each letter a different color OR make each word 
     a different color.  

3.  Use index cards, or cut up pieces of paper to make flash cards.  
     Students can study them at home and in the car!

4.  Students can type their spelling words on a word document to 
     practice spelling AND learning the keyboard.

5.  Students can make their spelling words out of play dough.  

6.  Write the spelling words in ABC order.

7.  Write your spelling words in secret code. 
     (Use the Secret Code Key)  Challenge a 
     parent or sibling to use the code to decode 
     each word. Example: glad= 7-12-1-4

8.  Use ALL of the spelling words to write a short story or                                       write a sentence for each spelling word.
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