Gifted and Talented - Quest
Welcome back to school! We are welcoming new students to our program as well as many returning students. Our theme for the 2011-2012 school year is “Discovery”. 
Grades 1 and 2 will work on all the thinking skills associated with the gifted and talented curriculum. We will focus on convergent, divergent, visual, and evaluative thinking. Through stories and a series of activities, students will be introduced to characters that teach the skills. 
Characters:
Dudley the detective- deductive logic, Sybil the Scientist- analytical thinking, Isabel the Inventor-inventive thinking, Yolanda the Yarn spinner- creative thinking, Max the Magician- visual perception, and Jordan the Judge- evaluative thinking
Students in grades 3-5 will start the year off with activities over the brain. Then we will start our main teaching unit over Egypt in October.  
We will start class the week after Labor Day. Students are pulled for the following times: 
· Grades 1 and 2- 1 hour weekly
· Grades 3- 1 ½ hours weekly
· Grades 4 and 5 – 2 hours weekly
I am going to email a monthly newsletter again this year. I am going to try to get the email addresses from the teachers so you don’t have to fill out any more paperwork. If you do not wish to receive emails, please let me know. 
Students also fill out a weekly Quest report over what they learned during the week. This report is given to the homeroom teacher to send home. We don’t send completed work home each week. Many of our activities are cumulative, so we work on them for a few weeks. We will send all work home at the end of the year. We do not have official report cards in Quest. However, we will send home a checklist at the end of each semester. One question parents have about Quest is whether we assign homework. We are not allowed to assign nightly homework to Quest students.  However, sometimes they may work on something like an invention. 
I am excited to start year # 22 of teaching with such an amazing group of kids! Feel free to call or email me if you need anything. 
Melissa Dinger
Rogers M,T 469 633-2064
Sem W,TH 469 633-3580 ext. 63588

