Beginning Clarinet – 
   Beginners learned to assemble the instrument, lesson 1, three pieces only (mouthpiece, barrel and upper joint).  Second week we assembled the entire instrument.  Here is a link to a very good you-tube video about assembling the clarinet:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZjCibuYN28&NR=1
  I taught students to assemble the mouthpiece and barrel, followed by the upper joint, then lower joint, then barrel.  The man in the video starts with the upper and lower joint, followed by the barrel ending with the mouthpiece.  Both ways work just fine.
   Students who had a second lesson were introduced to 5 notes (G, F, E, D, C) and how to hold the clarinet properly (left hand on top).  By now you are hearing sounds at home, often loud and squeaky.  It’s all normal. Common contributors to squeaky clarinets: 

· Too much mouthpiece inside the mouth.  

· Bottom teeth touching the reed.  The bottom lip should slightly cover the bottom teeth.  Any contact of bottom teeth with the reed is disaster! 
Common contributor to no sound:  
· Reed placed too low on mouthpiece.  The tip of the reed (thinnest part) should be just below the tip of the mouthpiece (the width of a hair).  If it’s placed too low, it can prevent any sound from occurring.  Some teachers advocate placing the tip of the reed even with the tip of the mouthpiece.  Try both ways, a hair below the tip or even with the tip of the mouthpiece. See which works best for the student.
· The jaw is clamping the mouthpiece too hard and the reed is smashed against the mouthpiece and unable to vibrate.

· Not fast enough air.

· Too little mouthpiece inside the mouth, making the reed unable to vibrate.

     One more helpful tip about the embouchure (fancy word for mouth formation): the top teeth rest on top of the mouthpiece.  
    To review:  The bottom teeth are covered by bottom lip (just barely).  Top teeth rest on top of the mouthpiece.  The cheeks do not puff out when blowing.  We play clarinet with firm corners of the mouth, using the same muscles we use when we taste something sour.

  Here’s a link to an excellent you-tube video on producing sound on the clarinet. One video is worth a thousand words:
http://www.youtube.com/user/Phillipgeode#p/a/u/0/-07AqaF4kDg
    A large part of success at this stage is properly placing the reed (pre-wet by mouth) on the mouthpiece.  I will go over these steps in class each week for months!  
   In Lesson 2 students were given a folder and a beginner’s page with the 5 beginning notes and their corresponding fingerings.  There are 3-note songs on the page which we did not have time to go over in class (Hot Cross Buns, etc).  Students may try the songs at home, but are not required to do so.  They are required to try all 5 notes playing each note for about 4 seconds.  
  Please have your child bring his/her instrument and folder to school each lesson.  Books have been ordered and will be here soon.

