NOTES FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF NEW STUDENTS
From MTD
LAB/CREW HOURS
These hours are required for students in a design class /tech class/management class such as Intro to Tech  or Costume Construction.  Freshmen must do a minimum of 5 hours each semester.

 LAB refers to the after school time spent maintaining stock and helping in a minor way to build costumes or scenery for a show.  LAB hours do not go on a resume but do help a student attain membership into the International Thespian Society.
CREW refers to (primarily) the running crews of students who work backstage during the run of a show, but also to the construction crews of the students who make a large time commitment to sew a complete costume piece or build a specialized set piece. CREW hours do go on a resume and do count towards membership in the International Thespian Society.
 HOW DOES THIS WORK
LAB hours for freshmen are usually done with Ms. D’Avignon, Mr. Hawkins or Ms. Lindsay.  These teachers each keep a notebook where students sign in and sign out, and at the end of the year the teacher submits the totals to a master list of accrued hours. The available hours are posted by each teacher and vary. There will be no freshman LAB hours posted until week three.
The teacher countersigns these entries so students cannot cheat.  Parents may come check with the teacher if their darling says they have been working LAB hours to see if this is true.
If a freshman is cast in any show or directing scene, these hours will count towards the lab requirement, but the stage-managers will handle the sign in and sign outs for the student.  All the student will need to do is to bring a copy of the program to the appropriate teacher to prove that they did the work.
New students on grade levels 10, 11, and 12 are expected to fulfill the lab/crew requirements of their classes which may range from a requirement of 10 hours (10) to a requirement of 30 hours (12). They will want to do more, if possible, so they can catch up to their peers. On these levels, acting hours are pro-rated 3 to one for the class requirement but counted in full towards membership in the International Thespian Society.

INTERNATIONAL THESPIAN SOCIETY is, in effect, the honor society for theatre.  A student must have done 200 hours LAB/CREW/ACTING (which equals 20 points) to gain membership. 
Some students have done more than 100 points –more than 1,000 hours of after school involvement before they graduate.  Colleges are impressed by this.
