TRICKS FOR WATER-COLORING/RENDERING

1. Water color is meant to flow off your brush…do not forget to add enough water 
so that the hue is luminous, not thick and pasty.
2. Don’t grind your brushes so hard against the paper that the bristles splay out 
in all directions…they’ll never be the same after.

3.  Don’t leave the brushes sitting in water for long periods of time…the bristles     

will fall out. 
4. Do not store damp brushes with the bristles down, they will permanently lose 

their shape.

5. After cleaning a brush, before putting it away, shape the tip with your mouth.  

your saliva will help the brush retain its shape.
6. Do NOT mix directly on the paper.  Mix on your tray and transfer the paint to 
the paper.

7. Clean water!!  Especially the pale colors – they go dirty fast.

8.  Be careful of wet next to wet…it can run together

9. Don’t hold up your painting to admire it while the paint is still wet. 

10.  Keep tissue at hand to blot.

11.  It is the nature of watercolors to dry with ripples…don’t sweat it.

12.  If you are not comfortable going to the darkest value of a hue right away, then 
work up to the darkness by putting layers on top of each other.
13.  Be careful of the ‘fake dry’ stage of paint…it can create blotches
14.  Work on more than one sketch at a time.
15.  Do not totally outline with either pencil or paint.

16.  Work from the lightest hues to the darkest hues….except in cases such as 
polka-dots or other small patterns.
17. You may do pure paint or paint and pencil….NOT pure pencil.

18.  Draw details (such as faces) ahead of time …. beginners have a hard time 
adding details after the color is laid down because they need to erase frequently

19.  Shade renderings with the light source coming from a consistent direction.

20.  Shade with blue, plum or violet…or you may shade each hue with a darker 
value of the same hue….NEVER shade with black unless you’re shading black.  (Same with gray)   You may hade before or after you start to paint.
21.  You may alternate layers of pencil and paint as often as you like…they are  
compatible as long as the paint is water-color or gouache.

22.  Lay in skin hues early.

  23.  Keep the direction of your brush strokes going in the direction the fabric falls.

24.  Thin white may be applied over hues in a process called ‘pickling’.

25.  Thin hues applied over other hues is a process called glazing.

Be brave.

