GRADING POLICY
7th and 8th Grade Chorus

Shellie Badger, Director

Your grade in chorus is divided into three categories:  Rehearsals 40% (row by row evaluations as well as effort and rehearsal conduct), Lessons 40%, and Concerts 20%.  The grades from these three categories are then combined for your quarterly grade.  These categories represent the different areas we work on in choir; group effort toward ensemble sound and accuracy, individual vocal skill development, and individual skill assessment.

Choir Rehearsal Expectations:

1. Full and active participation in all warm ups and rehearsal activities.

2. Have your materials in front of you at every rehearsal.  YOUR MUSIC AND A PENCIL ARE REQUIRED!

3. Exhibit respectful behavior at all times – our fast rehearsal pace will require you to be on task and it is your job to accept the responsibility for your actions.  Socializing during rehearsal is the single most disruptive element keeping any group from achieving its potential.

4. Be physically engaged when singing so that the body is not fighting against itself to produce the best tone.  Good posture is crucial when sitting or standing.

5. No gum, candy, food, or drinks other than plain water.  THIS IS A SAFETY ISSUE!  
6. Be productive – if another section is working, don’t be idle.  Follow along and observe what is said about dynamics, pronunciation, and phrasing.  It might very well apply to your section as well.  Quietly hum your part along with them.  Silently chant difficult rhythms.  Keep the focus on the music and the constant improvement of your skills.

7. Remember at all times that you are PART OF A TEAM and that we are all working towards a common goal of being the best chorus we can be.
Each rehearsal, I will observe how you are working and how you are contributing to the success of the team.  It is assumed when you walk into the first rehearsal each week that you have a 100%.  However, it is up to YOU to keep that.  Lack of materials, excessive talking or poor rehearsal contribution and focus will result in a loss of points.  Let’s make sure that the excellent skills you already have keep getting stronger.
Due to the large number of chorus participants, the “three strikes and you’re out” rule will apply.  Consistent behavior issues or class disruption, refusal to participate, or failure to attend lessons regularly will be addressed with “a strike.”  Strike one: A parent will be notified via e-mail that their child has one strike against them.  Strike two:  A parent will be notified via phone call that their child has two strikes against them.  Strike three:  The student will be removed from chorus and placed into a general music class where we can help them be more successful in a smaller setting. 
Lesson Expectations: 

1. Lessons are scheduled once per week on a rotating basis.

2. Each quarter you are required to attend scheduled lessons.  The lesson schedule for the following week will be posted in the chorus room.  Students who have a legal absence from a lesson (absent from school or a test during lesson time) will be excused from the lesson with no penalty, but the remaining lessons will then have greater weight.

3. Grading for each lesson will be based on preparation (do you have your stuff?) evidence of practice, worksheets, executive skills progress (vowel space, breathing, posture, projection, etc.), aural skills progress, and sight-reading assignments.  

Concert Attendance:


As with any team (and YES – WE ARE A TEAM) attendance at concerts (just like playoff games) is required.  The team cannot perform its best without all of its players present.  We only get one game per season so get it on your calendars now and invite all of your family and teachers to come and support you.  In the event of an EMERGENCY, please notify me as soon as possible with a signed written excuse.  Once the excuse has been handed to me, your child will have the opportunity to complete a make up assignment.  In order to show support for the rest of the program as well as to reinforce proper concert etiquette, we ask that the students stay for the ENTIRE concert.  In the event that the student or their family has another important commitment and needs to leave directly after their portion of the concert, the teacher must be notified in writing prior to concert day.  Concert Dress:  Students will be required to wear appropriate concert dress.  Appropriate concert dress is a white shirt/blouse and black pants/skirt with the gentlemen wearing ties.  Black jeans, flip flops, white shirts with large designs or writing on them and tank tops are NOT appropriate concert dress.
Remember – we’re all in this together.  A great chorus comes from everyone working together to achieve something greater than they could on their own.  I have high expectations for you because I know you have unlimited potential.  Let’s work really hard to make and share some great music together!

Mrs. Badger
CONCERT DATES FOR 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

7th Grade Concert Dates

Tuesday, December 20th, CHS 7:00

Monday, May 21st, CHS 7:00

8th Grade Concert Dates

Tuesday, November 15th, CHS 7:00

Thursday, February 9th, CHS 7:00

Thursday, May 17th, CHS 7:00

CHORAL FESTIVAL

The choral festival takes place on a weekday during school hours.  This festival is for the students only.  They perform and listen to the other choruses within the district.  Due to the large number of students involved in the Goff choral program, not all of the Goff choruses will be able to attend.  Which group or groups will be attending will be decided by the teacher on an individual yearly basis.  This decision will be made based on concert readiness, size of group, and whether or not the students have demonstrated proper concert etiquette.  The Choral Festival is on Wednesday, March 21st at Genet Elementary School. 

