	Lesson Books

The combined cost of your child’s lesson book and folder is $10.  Please          send in the full amount in an envelope marked with your child’s name, band (blue or white), grade, and team during the week of September 12, 2011.  

**CASH ONLY!  If you must write a check please make it out to CASH! 

Supplies
* Clarinet students need to have Mitchel Lurie reeds (strength 3 or 3 1/2). A Hite Clarinet mouthpiece is recommended for middle school.
* Saxophone students need Rico Royal reeds (strength 3 or 3 ½)

* Brass players need to have Al Cass valve/slide/key oil.

* Percussionists need to have sticks (5A or 7A) and both hard rubber and yarn mallets.  A stick bag and metronome are strongly recommended. 
metronomeonline.com is an option if purchasing a metronome for home practice is cost prohibitive.
Please purchase through area vendors or through me at school.

Please sign the contract and return it along with the book/folder money during the week of September 12th.  

**Lessons will begin during the week of September 12th

REPAIRS, SUPPLIES AND VENDORS
Students experiencing difficulties with their instruments should first consult their band/lesson teacher for assistance.  Their teacher can handle many small repairs quickly.  Students can purchase reeds at Goff from their band/lesson teacher.  All other supplies/equipment and repairs need to be handled through local vendors.

Northeast Music – 783-1658

                                      John Keal Music – 482-4405

*Trip Saver Forms are available at school…………………
GRADING POLICY

Consistent lesson attendance is required.  Students are required to attend a weekly small group lesson and bring their instrument and music folder.  All students must complete a minimum of 100 minutes of practice with a parent signature as well in order to receive full credit.

Students will lose points off their lesson and rehearsal grade if they come to class without all necessary materials and for lack of quality participation.  Students’ who lack consistent lesson attendance, display less than quality participation, or who do not keep record of their practice during any given marking period will be put on probation.  Parents will be notified if their child is not meeting expectations and is put on probation.  If improvement is not shown during the following quarter the student will be removed from band and placed in the general music program.   

Each Marking period Grade is broken down in the following manner:
Lesson Grade:                                                            60      Points

Concert Grade:                                                           10      Points

Rehearsal Grade:                                                        20      Points

Playing Quiz:                                                             10/20 Points

(Marking Periods that do not have a concert the quiz will be 20 points)
CONCERT GRADE

Concerts are an integral part of the band program.  Please make every effort to come and listen to your child’s hard work.  In the event that an emergency may prevent your child from attending a concert, please notify your child’s teacher as soon as possible with a written excuse.  The Director and the ensemble count on your child’s participation at each performance.  MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!  If you foresee a conflict with the concert dates, please send a note as soon as possible.

Students are expected to attend each concert in its entirety, dressed appropriately, and follow the rules of etiquette presented in class by their teacher.
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    All concerts will begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held in the

 COLUMBIA AUDITORIUM

   SEVENTH GRADE CONCERTS

  Tuesday, December 20, 2011
Monday, May 21, 2012
*CONCERT DRESS:   WHITE TOPS AND BLACK BOTTOMS*
CLASSROOM RULES
1. Be seated and ready to play at the start of class. Instrument cases should be placed in the appropriate storage area at all times, before, during, and after class.
2. Come prepared to band rehearsal with all necessary materials:  instrument, music, folder, pencil, reeds, oil, etc.
3. Follow directions the first time given. When the conductor is on the podium all students should be prepared, focused, and on task.
4. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself. Respect the learning environment of those around you.
5. Gum and food in rehearsal is NOT permitted.
EXTRA-CURRICULAR MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES

· Jazz Band – Auditions are held in late spring, open to 7th and 8th grade students

· Guitar Club – Open to all students, see Mrs. Gabriels in room 152 for information 

· Rensselaer County Music Festival – November, grades 7 – 9, January, Grade 6 -  Select performing ensembles
· Suburban Council Middle School Music Festival – Auditions open to grades 6 – 8 on an alternate year schedule. (2012-2013,2014-2015, etc.)

· Goff Drama Club – Auditions will be held in early December, open to all grades 6 – 8 Musical dates: March 16-18, 2012

· NYSSMA Solo/Ensemble Festival –marking period 3, teacher recommendation required for participation, open to interested students in grades 6-8




