
Review Sheet for 8th Grade Orchestra Test
Your test is tentatively scheduled for the week of February 13, 2012 (after the Feb 9 concert).

vYou must know all of the lines and spaces on the staff for your instrument.  This portion will be timed (3 
minutes), so you will need to know them well!!! (see p. 47 in your book for help, make flash cards to study).

You must know the following rhythmic notations and their meanings:

w
	 whole note,       Ó

	 whole rest - 4 beats

H
	half note,        ∑	 half rest - 2 beats

Q
	quarter note,        Œ

	  quarter rest - 1 beat

E
	eighth note,        ‰

	  eighth rest - 1/2 beat

X
	sixteenth note,        ≈	  sixteenth rest - 1/4 beat

H.
	 dotted half note,        		  - 3 beats

Q.
	 dotted quartet note,        	 - 1½ beats

A dot next to a note means to do what?  (Answer: Add half of what the dot is next to).

• Key signature: what does it tell you, and where do you find it?  You need to know the following key signatures: F Major, C Major,
G Major, D major, D minor, A Major, and A minor, and B-flat Major (See the page with scales)

• Octave means what?  You should be able to answer this: A note that is an octave higher than an “F-sharp” is a(n) _____________?

b = flat and means to lower a pitch by a half step	 # = sharp and means to raise a pitch by a half step	 n = natural and means the pitch is neither sharp nor flat

• Time signature: what does it tell you, and where do you find it? (It is after the clef and the key signature.  The top number tells you 
how many beats are in each measure.)
•  staccato (this means short-- this is the ONLY definition I will accept!) this is notated with a dot above or below the note.
You need to be able to count the rhythms with half, dotted half, quarter, dotted quarter, 8th, and 16th notes/rests.  Here are some examples:

Continued on the back...

You will need to know that the 
following are half steps:
	 E to F
	 B to C
	 F-sharp to G
	 C-sharp to D
	 A-flat to G
	 E-flat to D
	 B-flat to A

You will need to know that the 
following are whole steps:
	 B to C-sharp
	 B-flat to C
	 E to F-sharp
	 E-flat to F
	 C to D
	 D to E
	 F to G

Use the diagrams on the last page 
of this review packet to help you 
understand half/whole steps.
You need to know this statement: 
EVERY NOTE IS A NATURAL 
UNLESS YOU ARE TOLD OR 
SHOWN OTHERWISE.
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ENHARMONIC: Notes that are 
written differently but sound the 
same.

They are:
C#-Db

D#-Eb

F#-Gb

G#-Ab

A#-Bb

E#-Fn       •   B#-Cn       •   En-Fb       •   Bn-Cb
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Question: What does “D.C. al fine” 

mean? (Answer: “D.C.” = “Da capo” 

= “The head” means: go back to the 

beginning, “al fine” = “until finish” = 

play until you reach “fine”)

Question: What does “D.S. al coda” 

mean? (Answer: “D.S.” = “dal segno” 

= “the sign” means: Go back to the 

sign (%) and then jump to the coda at 

the ( ) coda sign)

A “c“ in the time signature 
stands for “common time”, which 
is the same as 4/4 time.


