Goff Sixth Grade Band Contract
Teacher: Mrs. Rock 

2011 – 2012
Dear Parents,

I am looking forward to working with your child in our instrumental music program this fall! Below you will find some general information about the program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns at RockLi@egcsd.org or the Goff office 207 – 2430.  I will get back to you as soon as possible.

SCHEDULE: Your child is scheduled for:

· 1 lesson – small group instruction; meets one period per week on a pullout rotating basis. 

· Full band – rehearsals are during 4th period on alternating days (Blue or White)

GRADING POLICY: All report card grades are based on the following criteria:

· Band Rehearsal(20 points) Band rehearsals are regularly scheduled classes.  All rules in the Code of Conduct concerning prompt attendance, class cutting, and behavior apply to Band.  The grade is earned by:

1.) Be seated and ready to play at the start of class.  Instrument cases should be placed in the appropriate storage area at all times before, during, and after class.

2.) Come prepared to Band with all necessary materials: instrument, music, folder, pencil, reeds, oil, etc

3.) Follow directions the FIRST time given.  When the conductor is on the podium all students should be prepared, focused, and on task.

4.) Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.  Respect the learning environment of those around you.

5.) Gum and food in rehearsal is NOT permitted. 
CONSEQUENCES: 1.) Lunch Detention 2.) Parent contact 3.) Referral to Assistant Principal
· Lesson Grade (60 points) Students are required to attend weekly lessons each marking period.  Each lesson is worth 10 points.  Lesson evaluation will be based on the following:

· Prepared with instrument, book, and pencil for lesson.  Students need to attend lesson even if they forgot their instrument.  In the event the child has a test, he/she can make it up during Team Time thereby missing band or chorus that day to make up the test.

· Practice time of 100 minutes per week needs to be recorded and signed by parent to earn 3 points per lesson (2 points for signature and 1 point for practice time; NOTE: This is almost 1/3 of weekly lesson grade!)

· Lesson materials assigned should sound prepared/improved from previous week.

· The 10 points for the lesson grade are divided into six categories: Parent signature (2 points), practice time recorded (1 point), posture (1 point), rhythm (2 points), note reading (2 points), and preparedness (2 points)
· Concert Grade: (10 points) Concerts are an integral part of the performing music programs and attendance for the ENTIRE concert is MANDATORY!!! In the event of an emergency preventing your child’s participation in a concert, please notify me by either calling the Goff office or e-mailing me.  Please send a written excuse to me with an explanation on the first day your child returns to school.
· Playing Quizzes: (10 – 20 points) Students will be given either a scale to memorize or example to prepare ahead of time and will be notified when the quiz will be taking place.
· Final Average is comprised of four quarter grades (4/5 of total) and a written and playing final (1/5 of total grade).
· Consistent lesson attendance is required.  Students are required to attend a small weekly lesson group and bring their instrument and music folder.  All students must complete a minimum of 100 minutes of practice with a parent signature as well in order to receive full credit.
· Students will lose points off their lesson and rehearsal grade if they come to class without all necessary materials and for lack of quality participation.  Students’ who lack consistent lesson attendance, display less than quality participation, or who do not keep record of their practice during any given marking period will be put on probation.  Parents will be notified if their child is not meeting expectations and is put on probation.  If improvement is not shown during the following quarter, the student will be removed from band and placed in the general music program. 

SUPPLIES AND REPAIRS: If you are having difficulty with your instrument, please ask for my assistance BEFORE taking it in for repair.  Many repairs can be done easily and quickly by Mrs. Rock.  Students can purchase reeds and valve oil at Goff from Mrs. Rock.  All other equipment and repairs need to be handled through our recommended local vendors:



Northeast Music: (518) 783 – 1658



John Keal Music: (518) 482 – 4405

****I also recommend parents seek supplemental music to enhance your child’s desire to practice.  Just as children provide their own supplemental reading books, children need variety and additional new music than are available through our budget.  Extra music can be obtained online, or at any local music store such as VanCurler Music.

CONCERT DATES: The concert start time is 7:00 P.M. – students will need to arrive before that time.  I will let you know closer to the concert date when students need to arrive.

Winter Concert: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8th, 7:00 P.M., CHS

Spring Concert: TUESDAY, MAY 22nd, 7:00 P.M., CHS

CONCERT DRESS: It is extremely important that we look professional during our 6th Grade Band concerts! EVERYONE needs to wear black bottoms and white tops.  GIRLS may wear a dress, capri pants, appropriate skirts, or pants.  BOYS must wear pants – NO SHORTS ALLOWED! Boys may wear ties (whatever color or design you want!)! Please make sure all tops are plain white – no designs/colors please! All clothing choices need to follow school dress code.

Yours in music,

Mrs. Rock
(518) 207 – 2430

RockLi@egcsd.org 
2011 – 2012 BAND CONTRACT/BOOK MONEY
Please return to your BAND teacher, Ms. Rock by your FIRST group lesson (week of the 21st – 25th).  The faster you return your slip/payment, the faster you get your book! 
I have read, understand, and have reviewed the 6th grade band handbook with my child, _____________________________________

(Please print your child’s name here)

I know that concerts are a requirement and I have marked all concert dates on my calendar.  I have read and agree to the requirements for appropriate concert dress.  If a significant and unavoidable emergency arises to cause my child to be absent from the concert, I will contact the band teacher as soon as possible.  I will send in a written excuse with my child the following day.  I understand that an unexcused concert absence will result in a significant grade penalty.

PARENT SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE: ________________________________________

_____ I have included $10.00 for my child’s new lesson book and folder 

*Any checks must be made payable to CASH

I WILL NOT ACCEPT LOOSE PAYMENTS/CONTRACTS – PLEASE PUT IN AN ENVELOPE WITH YOUR CHILD’S FIRST AND LAST NAME!!!

