Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing and Visual Arts DownBeat Award-Winning and Grammy Signature School
 
Music Department

Philosophy
	The philosophy of the Music Department is to provide a comprehensive music education that challenges the students musically and intellectually, preparing them for collegiate and professional careers in music and music related professions.
	Music courses are based on the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and the National Standards.  These classes and activities are designed to accomplish the following goals:
· To develop artistic and creative potential through a sequentially developed curriculum in both musicianship and music performance classes
· To provide performance opportunities at the appropriate level
· To increase appreciation of music as an art form
· To broaden an understanding of other art forms and their relationship to music
· To maintain a standard of excellence
· To provide opportunities for community service and involvement through performances
· To instill a sense of ethics and professionalism


Student Handbook
We are proud that you are here to help us begin our new year, and that this year will highly productive for you in your art area and academic classes.

Music Department Phone Numbers: 	972-925-1217 Mr. Martinez, Music Coordinator
						972-925-2061 Dr. Dobrin
						972-925-1232 Mrs. Flowers
972-925-1234 Mr. Large
						972-925-1251 Mr. Marantz
						972-925-1229 Mrs. Stephens
						972-925-1240 Ms. Gill

Our school is constantly before the public eye, and very often we are hosts to visitors from across the nation and world, it is important that we perpetually project a positive image and attitude toward our school and our department.  To ensure a productive year, several department and school policies are discussed below. 
						
Students: Please keep the handbook in your music folder and refer to it often.  You may also view it on the BTWHSPVA website: http://www.dallasisd.org/btw, and the Music Guild website: http://www.btwmusicguild.com/wordpress.


Music Department Policies

1. All rules, regulations and grading procedures established by the DISD are in effect at BTWHSPVA.  
2. Music students may be in multiple ensembles if their schedules permit.
3. Contracts and commitment forms will be required and must be signed by student and parents.
4. Portfolio class will be required for all students in the spring of the 11th grade and fall of the 12th grade.  This will be for preparation of required participation in Senior Showcase.
5. Punctual attendance is expected at all classes, rehearsals and performances.  Unexcused absences and tardiness will result in the lowering of the grade and/or conduct.  Excused absences and tardiness (in the form of written notes, in advance where applicable, from the parent, guardian, or doctor) will be weighed against the student’s daily performance and attendance, and in some instances, might result in the lowering of the grade.  Remember, you cannot make-up a performance or a rehearsal.
6. A Music Department calendar is posted on the school website.  Each student is expected to keep a calendar on which all of his/her performances and rehearsals are listed.  This helps avoid conflicts with outside activities.  No student is excused from a major concert at BTWHSPVA in order to perform with an outside group.  Rehearsal and performance schedules for individual ensembles will be posted and/or distributed by your ensemble directors.  Give these dates to those involved with your outside groups.
7. Woodwind and Brass students that are members of the Wind Ensemble will be required to attend regularly scheduled after school master classes.  The master classes are funded by the Music Guild and are staffed by musicians from the Dallas Wind Symphony.  Failure to attend will resulted in lowered semester grades.  Percussionist in the Wind Ensemble shall receive specialized instruction in the Percussion class.
8. Students are financially responsible for all music, folders, costumes and other performance attire, which are issued to them.  Do not leave items unattended in the halls or the common areas.  Please use great care when handling equipment and other department gear, which include the rehearsal halls, the classrooms, the practice rooms, the desks, carpet, music stand, chairs and the concert hall.  Do not bring food, gum or drink into any rehearsal hall or concert stage.
9. Each student is responsible for arranging make-up work and tests if an academic or art area class is missed.  If the class is missed because of an authorized BTWHSPVA performance, students should get permission from their ensemble director to make up the work during that art area time-where possible-before or after the performance, if the academic teacher agrees.  Otherwise, students must make arrangements for the make-up work to be done before or after school.  If a student is performing poorly in an academic class, they may not be allowed to miss the class to attend a performance or special Master Class.  It is very important that students keep up their grades in all of their classes!
10. Each student is expected to have music, folder and a sharpened pencil at every rehearsal.  Even if you are slightly ill (sore throat, sinus problems, headache, etc.) you are expected to mark your music and follow your score in every rehearsal.  If you are too ill to do this, you should be in the clinic or at home.
11. Audiences must conduct themselves appropriately. Proper conduct includes being quiet (no talking, shouting out, or noises), no food or drink, and sitting still. There is no use of any electronic devices, and all devices should be turned off. The use of any recording device, either audio or video, or the taking of photographs, either with or without flash, is strictly prohibited. Cell phones should always be turned off, remain out of sight.
12. Performances at BTWHSPVA are a treat for us all, but it’s important to remember that        as students gain the experience that comes from performing on stage, playing for a full house (or at least a large audience) is an important part of that experience. If each parent left when their child’s part was over, or only arrived in time to see their own child’s piece, it would detract from the entire experience for all of the students.
13. Students may not argue with their instructors about class assignments, ensemble placement, or class policy.  If there is a pint with which you disagree or which you feel needs additional explanation, you can raise your hand, and in a polite tone, ask for an explanation.  If you are told to see the instructor later, please arrange to see the instructor before or after class or at another agreed upon time.  Students who disrupt class by arguing with a teacher will be referred to the assistant principal.

Practice Tips
Practice is essential for good performance.  Unfortunately, good performance does not happen overnight, and it can be discouraging when that growth takes weeks, months, or even years.  The key to musical growth is repetitious practice of the performance techniques your teacher has emphasized in class.  In short, if you want to improve your performances abilities, you must adhere to a consistent, efficient practice schedule.  Here are some practice habits you need to develop:
· Find a quiet place where you can practice without interruption.
· Keep your music organized all the time and have it with you.
· Set goals for your practice session, example: today I will perfect page 22.
· Work for 60-90 minutes a day.
· Always begin your practice session with warm-up exercises.
· Begin with the hard part – don’t waste time performing what you already learned.  Learn new material or fix the mistakes first, then go back and add that to the whole.  If you perform and break down at the same place each time, you are not fixing anything you are practicing breaking down!
· With new music literature, practice at a slow tempo so you can be accurate.
· Record yourself and try to evaluate your work as if you were listening to someone else.
· Recognize that some practice sessions will go better than others.
· If you are ill, you can still work on music elements not affected by your illness.
· Practice in front of a mirror so you work on posture and embouchure positions, and begin to work out appropriate stage gestures.
· Finally, practice in front of your family or friends and allow them to critique your work.
Tips to learning music quickly and thoroughly
· Recite or count and clap the rhythm, then examine the rhythms carefully and accurately, including the piano introduction, interludes, etc.
· Speak the material in rhythm with the help of a metronome.
· Play the melody and allow time for interludes of accompaniment, incorporate the use of the metronome in your performance.
· Look for all articulation, dynamics, phrasings and be sure to understand all directions on the sheet music before attempting to perform it.
· Music is learned best starting slow and gradually increasing in tempo when necessary.
· Work with your accompanist for tempi, interpretation and expression.
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