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Step One: Thesis Statement
A well-conceived thesis statement has two parts. The first part is the simply the topic of your paper. The second part, called the "comment," is the main idea you want to express about your topic. Here's a schematic representation of a thesis statement:
	 
	Part One 
	Part Two 

	Semantic Structure: 
	Topic 
	Comment 

	Grammatical Structure: 
	Subject 
	Predicate 

	Questions to answer: 
	What's your paper about? 
	What's your take on this topic? 

	Example: 
	Father Junipero Serra and the Spanish missionaries 
	helped shape California's social structures and settlement patterns.



Part Two from the above representation is the “map” for organizing your essay. 

Questions to answer:
What is your paper about?_____________________________________________________________

What’s your take on this topic? __________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Thesis statement: _____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

What is the “map” your thesis statement created?
1. ______________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________
5. ______________________________________________________________________

Step Two: Introductory Paragraph
An introduction should:
· introduce the topic
· should be inviting and entice the reader to continue after reading the first sentence
· contain a thesis statement
· Thesis should indicate how the topic is going to be developed.  (cause-effect, reasons, examples -- Will it classify, describe, narrate or explain?)


What background information does the reader need to know before you state your thesis?:
1. ______________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________
5. ______________________________________________________________________

Create an opening paragraph (excluding the thesis statement)
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\kbroermann\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\CDCXAF87\MMj02841060000[1].gif]__________________________________________________________________
Let’s put it all together: copy your thesis statement at the end of your opening paragraph. 

Voila, you’re done! (well, okay, just with your first paragraph)
Remember your “map?” Let’s put it to use…

Step Three: How to Write an Academic Paragraph
PARAGRAPH #______________
Main Idea/Subject of Paragraph_______________________________________________________
THE TOPIC SENTENCE: The topic sentence introduces the main points (usually three) for the paragraph.


1 or 2 sentences defining unfamiliar terms in the paragraph may be inserted before proceeding to the first point.


	THE FIRST MAIN POINT: The next sentence (after any definitions) presents the first point found in the topic sentence:



The Wording is similar to the topic sentence so that the reader recognizes the outline of the paragraph.

	SUPPORT FOR THE FIRST POINT
Quotations, examples, logic, explanations or ideas:
	SUPPORT FOR THE FIRST POINT
Quotations, examples, logic, explanations or ideas:











	THE SECOND MAIN POINT: The next sentence (after any definitions) presents the first point found in the topic sentence:





The Wording is similar to the topic sentence so that the reader recognizes the outline of the paragraph. 

	SUPPORT FOR THE SECOND POINT
Quotations, examples, logic, explanations or ideas:
	SUPPORT FOR THE SECOND POINT
Quotations, examples, logic, explanations or ideas:









	THE THIRD MAIN POINT: The next sentence (after any definitions) presents the first point found in the topic sentence:



The Wording is similar to the topic sentence so that the reader recognizes the outline of the paragraph. 

	SUPPORT FOR THE THIRD POINT
Quotations, examples, logic, explanations or ideas:
	SUPPORT FOR THE THIRD POINT
Quotations, examples, logic, explanations or ideas:











	THE FORTH MAIN POINT: The next sentence (after any definitions) presents the first point found in the topic sentence:



The Wording is similar to the topic sentence so that the reader recognizes the outline of the paragraph. 

	SUPPORT FOR THE FORTH POINT
Quotations, examples, logic, explanations or ideas:
	SUPPORT FOR THE FORTH POINT
Quotations, examples, logic, explanations or ideas:











	THE CONCLUDING SENTENCES: the concluding sentence summarizes the points introduces in the topic sentence and discussed/proven in the paragraph. Similar words are used to show a direct relationship with the topic sentence





	TRANSITION: Transition Sentence to connect to the next paragraph. Use repetition (a word/phrase/idea/theme coming up in the next paragraph). You may want to write your next topic sentence first. 








Step Four: Conclusion
Being a conclusion paragraph, this paragraph will tie together your final thoughts or observations on the main topic of your essay.  (It is important to remember to never introduce a new thought or concept into your conclusion paragraph.)\

CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH
	RESTATEMENT OF THESIS: in other words







	SUMMARY OF MAIN POINTS: follow your first sentence with sentences that support it.  (Remember, your paragraph may have more or less than three supporting sentences












	FINAL COMMENT: dazzle me!
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