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	Thesis (Topic Sentence)
	The topic sentence is very clear, states the main term and provides general information of the term.
	The topic sentence is somewhat clear and there is some reference to the term.
	Topic sentence states the term and an incomplete definition.
	There is no clear topic sentence and no general information of the term is provided.

	Historical Accuracy
	Paragraph accurately and thoroughly identifies the term including relevant people, places, time(s), and events.
	Paragraph accurately identifies the term and includes most of the details of people, places, time(s), and events.
	Some supportive facts are detailed accurately or indicate some evidence and understanding of events.
	No facts are detailed or most are inaccurate or there is no order or rationale of events.

	Relevant Historical Connections
	Relevant, significant quality and details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable.  Historical significance of the term is clear and relevant.
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one key issue or portion of the answer is unsupported.
The historical significance is stated but not clearly supported.
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but several key issues or portions of the answer are unsupported. An understanding of the historical significance is not proven.
	Supporting details and information are unclear or not related to the topic. Historical significance is unclear or not stated.

	Conclusion (concluding sentence)
	The conclusion is relevant to the topic sentence and is restated in a non-repetitive manner. The writer expresses a concise historical impact.

	The conclusion is relevant to the topic sentence and does not restate the topic sentence. The writer mentions the historical impact and is inconclusive. (leaves the reader hanging)
	The conclusion is recognizable but no historical impact is stated.
	There is no conclusion.

	Conventions: Grammar, Spelling, Capitalization, Punctuation, & Organization
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. Paragraph is organized, logical, and uses appropriate language.
	Writer makes some errors in grammar or spelling that slightly distract the reader from the content. Paragraph is mostly organized,  logical and uses appropriate language.
	Writer makes many errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the intended content. An attempt at organization is made and some language used is appropriate.
	Writer makes significant errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. The paragraph completely lacks organization and does not use appropriate language.



Adopted from www.rubistar4teachers.org – Persuasive Essay – Rubric to be used in formative and summative assessments in Social Studies (short-constructed response or extended writing) 

