Theatre Department Course Descriptions

Booker T. Washington HSPVA—Theatre Department
Beginning Acting
kcogdill@dallasisd.org

Course Descriptions
Beginning Acting is a required one semester course for all students new to the Theatre Cluster.  It is an introductory course designed to teach many of the basic elements of acting. Basic theatrical vocabulary will also be learned. Masks will be explored.  A process of character development will be learned and used by the students.  The students will create their characters physically and emotionally within the given circumstances of the playwright.  A notebook which incorporates these elements as well as research, subtext and a complex character analysis will be developed.  The students will use improv, monologues and scenes during the semester. 

Course Requirements
Please arrive on time and prepared for class. Promptness and attendance are mandatory for success in this course.  You should dress appropriately for class.  Class will begin with a physical warm-up and each student is expected to create characters physically as well as vocally.  You will be expected to develop a character notebook for each character you study.  It is necessary for you to turn work in on time and to correct notes given on initial performances. 
Appropriate audience decorum is a major component in the theatre classes.  Pay close attention to anyone who is performing in class and demand that same attention when you perform.

Evaluation
Classwork/Homework					40%
Daily physical warm-ups
Homework/Classwork
Tests:							25%
Notebooks
Class studies
Quizzes
Project:	  					              20%
1st performance
Six-Week Test Grade:					15%
Final Performance

Course Syllabus/Schedule
Acting Vocabulary, beginning Improvisation, Landscape and rhythm exercise, observation and concentration exercises, Base-line monologue
Mask work
Read and analyze a two or three act play
Character work on monologue: Physical action, Character Notebook, two performances
Character work on scene: Physical Action, Character Notebook, two performances


Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Beginning Mime and Movement
jfarris@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Beginning Mime and Movement is a required course for all new students. This course teaches the elements and techniques of Mime and the Laban Eight Efforts. It is designed to help the students learn to communicate with their bodies and to develop agility and promote dexterity. Further, it aids students in the connection of the performer’s subtext and emotion to movement. Students will also learn the vocabulary associate with mime and movement.

Course Requirements
Movement appropriate clothing: leotard and tights (or leggings), sweat pants and T-Shirt, modest shorts and T-Shirt, or Gi Pants  are acceptable.
Movement appropriate shoes: Jazz shoes, ballet shoes, thin soled tennis shoes, socks with rubber grip bottoms, or barefoot.
It is necessary for all students to turn work in on time and to correct notes given on initial performances. 
Appropriate audience decorum is a major component in the theatre classes.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework	 					             40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test								15%

Course Schedule/Syllabus
This is a semester class. The first 9 weeks we will study illusionary mime and the second nine weeks we will study Rudolph LaBan’s Eight Efforts (movement).
MIME:
Mime Terminology
Illusionary Techniques
Storyline Mime, Absurd Mime, Character Mime, 4 Age mime, Universal mime, Non-human mime, Final exam
MOVEMENT
Movement terminology
Movement study performances (2 of each)/choreography of the following LaBan Efforts:
Punch 2) Dab 3) Float 4) Flick 5) Wring 6) Slash 7) Press 8) Glide




Booker T. Washington HSPVA – Theatre Department	
Beginning Diction
elindsay@dallasisd.org

Course Description
This is a freshman class designed to introduce students to the components of basic voice and speech.  They learn a comprehensive physical and vocal warm up.  They learn how to breathe using diaphragmatic support and a clear, open passageway.  They study the sounds of words, practicing exercises that develop clear articulation. Each six weeks ends with a performance of a piece of text that utilizes what they have been studying. 

Course Requirements
The students will need a binder or folder for handouts and a notebook for journal entries.  It is possible to use the binder for journal entries, if the entire binder is turned in.  It is not recommended to use the same binder as other classes. Loose pieces of paper are not acceptable. Loose clothing for ease of movement.  Dance and gym wear are acceptable.  Tight pants and short skirts are not.  It is expected that students will follow they basic guidelines for the class around punctuality, participation, food and dress. 

Evaluation								
Class work/homework						40%
Tests								25%	
Projects/Products						20%
6 weeks Test							15%

Schedule/Syllabus	
Warm up techniques
Breath
Articulators
 Vowels and Consonants
Articulatory Agility + others



Booker T. Washington HSPVA – Theatre Department	
Intermediate Diction
elindsay@dallasisd.org

Course Description
(11-12) Intermediate Diction builds on the skills developed in Beginning Diction, Beginning Mime and Movement and Acting Problems.  There is a brief review of the vocal warm up and articulation exercises, but the students are expected to have a working understanding of the vocal process and their own strengths and weaknesses. The course also addresses individual needs for improved articulation and breath support.  The primary focus is on addressing text through vocal work, and includes use of the Laban efforts (originally taught in Beginning Mime and Movement). The students work with texts from Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde and other writers using complex language.  The students will continue to work on the Standard American and Standard British accent using the International Phonetic Alphabet introduced in Acting Problems.

Course Requirements
The students need to wear loose comfortable clothing suitable for stretching and movement. The will need a folder or small binder for handouts and written work. This is a performance based class and readiness to work is paramount. 

Evaluation								
Classwork/homework						40%
Tests								25%
Projects/Products						20%
Research Paper
6 weeks Test							15%

Schedule/Syllabus						
I  Sonnets

II  Monologues

 III Scenes

	     



Booker T. Washington HSPVA – Theatre Department	
Beginning Playwriting
elindsay@dallasisd.org

Course Description
(10-12) The class introduces students to the discipline of playwriting.  The course covers character development, dialogue and dramatic structure.  Many of the classes are writing labs and the students are expected to work with focus and concentration for long periods of times.  There is emphasis on discussion; the students learn how to listen to the work of their peers and to give appropriate feedback. The bulk of class work is writing exercises targeting specific skills, culminating in the writing and rewriting of a one act play during the spring semester. 

Course Requirements
The supplies include a jump drive for saving work on the computer, a notebook that will serve as a journal and ½ ream of paper. It is important that deadlines are met as there are penalties for late work. 

Evaluation								
Classwork/homework						40%
Tests								25%
Projects/Products						20%
6 weeks Test				   		         	15%

Schedule/Syllabus				 		
Playwriting vs. other forms of creative writing
Story development
Freewriting
Journal writing or Idea book
Autobiography
Personal monologue
Final Draft
Conflict scene
Various targeted scenes
One Act Play
Rewrite of One Act Play
Analysis of three major scripts


Booker T. Washington HSPVA – Theatre Department	
Advanced Playwriting I & II
elindsay@dallasisd.org

Course Description
(11 & 12)  Advanced Playwriting I & II build on the skills developed in Beginning Playwriting.  In Beginning, the students explored a variety of styles and subject matter.  In Advanced, they are encouraged to develop their own voice, and find the writing style that is most authentic for them. There is a major emphasis on the reading and discussing of student work. Several full length plays by major authors are studied. Many classes are writing labs where students are expected to use their time responsibly.  In addition to the major projects, there are a number of shorter, skill-building writing exercises. The final project is producing an evening of 5 or 6 short plays written by select seniors.

Course Requirements
The supplies include a jump drive for saving work on the computer, a notebook that will serve as a journal and ½ ream of paper. It is important that deadlines are met as there are penalties for late work. 

Evaluation								
Classwork/homework						40%
Tests								25%
Projects/Products						20%
6 weeks Test							15%

Schedule/Syllabus
Review of Final Draft and computer etiquette and free-writing
10 minute play	
Major play analysis
One Act play
Project on a modern playwright	
Introduction to Screenplays
Screenplay Format in Final Draft
Film analysis
Screenplay project
Short Plays
	
					
	
	





Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Acting Problems
jfarris@dallasisd.org
elindsay@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Acting Problems follows Beginning Acting. It is designed to take a step further into the study of acting by isolating specific aspects of acting that students will encounter, that could be problematic without some training in these areas. We will cover auditioning, the identifying and performance of objectives, identification of stages and the positioning of the body on these stages, a working use of the International Phonetic Alphabet, and the following dialects: Standard American, Standard British, and Cockney.

Course Requirements
A folder will be needed to keep notes and assignments in for future access. Punctuality, paying attention, and turning work in, on time, is a must for keeping up with the work load. As always, it is the responsibility of the student to keep up with assignments, and make arrangements with the teacher for tutoring, if necessary. 

Evaluation
Classwork/homework							40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products								20%
6 weeks test								15%

Schedule/ Syllabus
Auditioning:
Stages:    
Old Age for the Young Actor:
Dialects/International Phonetic Alphabet




Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Comedy
jfarris@dallasisd.org
kcogdill@dallasisd.org

Course Description
In comedy, students will identify what is considered funny and what they think is funny. They will become acquainted with the Comedy Ladder and be able to identify the various forms and styles of comedy. Students will be able to define, identify and perform the elements, techniques and of comedy. Students will also be able to view and study various comedic performances by film performers.

Course requirements
Student participation in class is necessary, whether it be discussion, rehearsal, performance or class-work. As always, audience decorum, and focus are needed. When a class is missed, it is the responsibility of the student to find out what was missed.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework							40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test								15%

Schedule/Syllabus
Students will study the elements and techniques of comedy- 1) Exaggeration, 2) superiority, 3) incongruity, 4) repetition, 5) surprise, 6) running gags, 7) takes and 8) contrast. Students will create performances of each to demonstrate proficiency
Students will study the Comedy Ladder- 1) Obscenity, 2) Physical Mishap, 
3)  Situation Comedy, 4) Verbal Wit, and 5) Satire. They will be able to identify performances and genres and put into proper context.
Students will study various well-known comedians and the styles they represent. 
In pairs, students will rehearse and perform scripted scenes with a partner.
Students will complete of an actor’s notebook for the character.




Booker T. Washington HSPVA—Theatre Department 
Monologue Study
kcogdill@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Monologue Study is a one semester course for a student who is interested in learning acting. The students will be preparing at least three monologues—one type, one character and one classical—to have them ready for auditions for colleges and in professional settings.  The character notebook learned in Beginning Acting will be used.  In addition, the students will create characters using the Elements of the Arts used by Paul Baker

Course Requirement
Please arrive on time and prepared for class. Promptness and attendance are mandatory for success in this course.  You should dress appropriately for class.  Class will begin with a physical warm-up and each student is expected to create characters physically as well as vocally.  You will be expected to develop a character notebook for each character you study.  It is necessary for you to turn work in on time and to correct notes given on initial performances. 
Appropriate audience decorum is a major component in the theatre classes.  Pay close attention to anyone who is performing in class and demand that same attention when you perform.

EVALUATION
Classwork/Homework					40%
Tests:							25%
Project:							20%
Six-Week Test Grade:					15%

Course Syllabus/Schedule
Prepare one modern type monologue using character notebook and character development process
Prepare one modern character monologue using character notebook and character development process
The students will prepare on Shakespearean sonnet using text analysis skills
Prepare one classical monologue using character notebook and character development process
Final Exam:  Jury presentation of two monologues

Students will be graded daily for the work in the class. 


Booker T. Washington HSPVA—Theatre Department
Improv Acting
kcogdill@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Improv Acting is a one semester course designed to teach the basic elements required in improv acting and to study ways to use these elements as a performer.  Improv is a tool that serious students of acting can use to create complex three dimensional characters.  The focus will be on using improv to study characters in complex emotional settings.

Course Requirements
Please arrive on time and prepared for class. Promptness and attendance are mandatory for success in this course.  You should dress appropriately for class.  Class will begin with a physical warm-up and each student is expected to create characters physically as well as vocally.  
Appropriate audience decorum is a major component in the theatre classes.  Pay close attention to anyone who is performing in class and demand that same attention when you perform.

Evaluation
Classwork/Homework					40%
Daily physical warm-ups
Tests:							25%
Quizzes
Improvs
Project:							20%
Final performance	
Six-Week Test Grade:					15%
Final performance


Course Syllabus/Schedule
	Beginning improv technique—who, what, when, where and why.
	Conflict improv—anger, I love you, good-bye, hidden agenda
	Character improv


Students will be graded daily for the work in the class and participation in critique of work of other students and as an audience member.





Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Commedia del’ Arte
jfarris@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Commedia del’ Arte (11-12) SEM 1  Commedia del’ Arte is a class which teaches the performance elements of the Commedia del' Arte performance style.  Students will study theatre history related to Commedia del’ Arte, and the classical performance style. In this class, students will learn juggling and various clowning skills. All the skills and techniques learned in the class will build on the elements and techniques from the Comedy class. 

Course Requirements
This course is a class only for juniors and seniors. Students will need a folder in which to keep handouts, and class notes. Attire should allow for active movement in performance and in class. Attendance in class is necessary for rehearsal in groups and to keep up with assignments. As always, it is the responsibility of the student to find out what was missed if a class is missed.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework							40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test								15%

Course Schedule/Syllabus
History of Commedia del Arte
Stock Characters-
Stock Plots
Lazzi – 
Clowning Workshop – Guest artist
Historical Commedia Troupes
Scene work- Commedia “al improviso” and Commedia “al Sogetto”
Scene work from Scripted Commedia Plays




Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Scene Study – American Theatre
jfarris@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Scene study is geared toward giving the student an opportunity to act in and experience a wide array of American playwrights from the 20th century. Students will study scenes from (but, not limited to) such playwrights as Miller, Odets, O’Neill, Simon, Anderson, and Williams.

Course Requirements
A folder will be needed to keep notes, scripts and assignments in for future access. Punctuality, paying attention, and turning in work on time is a must for keeping up with the work load. As always, it is the responsibility of the student to keep up with assignments 

Evaluation
Classwork /homework							40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products								20%
6 weeks test								15%


Schedule/Syllabus
Students will rotate partners for each playwright. 
Students will research the playwright/style/historical period and present a paper.
Sides will be studied and performed from the list of playwrights in the course description.
Sharing the stage effectively, timing/pace and the effects, psychological blocking, emotional arcs, given circumstances, objectives, and non verbal information will be addressed in rehearsals and performances.
Character notebooks will be kept for each character performed.
Tests will be given on style comparison.





Booker T. Washington HSPVA—Theatre Department
Communication Application/Portfolio
kcogdill@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Communication Application/Portfolio is a one semester course which meets the graduation requirement for Speech and serves to help prepare the student for Senior Showcase and college auditions.  The students will perform at least three speeches, do three presentations of their theatrical work, research colleges, scholarships, resumes, participate in practice interviews and write college application essays.  The students will study the best ways of presenting themselves and their work.  The class is specifically designed to aid the students in organizing their body of work.

Course Requirements
Please arrive on time and prepared for class. Promptness and attendance are mandatory for success in this course.  You should dress appropriately for class.  The work presented in this class should be the best work you are capable of producing.
Appropriate audience decorum is a major component in the theatre classes.  Pay close attention to anyone who is performing in class and demand that same attention when you perform.

Evaluation
Classwork/Homework					40%
Tests:							25%
Speeches
Project:							20%
Presentation of work
Six-Week Test Grade:					15%

Course Syllabus
Research three colleges and present one to the class
Present an introductory speech
Research and present explanatory speech
Research and present persuasive speech
Develop review and correct resume
Research three scholarships
Fill out common application
Write college essays
Prepare and present monologues, design portfolios, construction or writing


Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Beginning Theatre Management
nejames@dallasisd.org


Course Description
Theatre Management (9-12) is one of the required courses. It teaches the elements of theatre, house, and stage management through the development of organizational techniques for personnel and technical elements. 1 SEM.

Course Requirements
Students will need to bring the listed supplies before the 3rd week of the course. They will also need to select a published theatre script, with a minimum of 3 acts. 
1 jump drive


Evaluation
Classwork/homework						40%
Tests								25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test							15%


Course Schedule/Syllabus
House management
Stage management
Scheduling
Job Descriptions
Production management
Character assessment
Intrapersonal relationships
Prompt Scripts


Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Advanced Theatre Management
nejames@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Advanced Theatre Management I-II: Prerequisite:  Theatre Management. This is an advanced course in Theatre Management with focus on production management and organizational aspects of productions. This course assigns students to production management responsibilities throughout the performance calendar year. Students in this new course may be eligible for theatre management internships.

Course Requirements
Students will need a management portfolio, a flexible afterschool schedule, theatre management kit, and an updated resume. Teacher recommendation needed.


Evaluation
Classwork/homework							40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test								15%


Course Schedule/Syllabus
Over the course of a semester, students will create a class production schedule, including house managers, floor managers and running crew heads. Students will post recruitment sheets for the necessary crew applicants. Students will hold introductory meetings for assistant managers, house crew, and running crews. Students will render two styles of rehearsal/performance reports.	




Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Musical Theatre
nejames@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Musical Theatre-I-II
 (11-12):  The class can be taken for two years.  During this time the students will study the elements of Musical Theatre and will rehearse and perform a musical theatre performance pieces.  Students will also study and sharpen auditioning skills in musical theatre. You must audition to participate in this class.
 
Course Requirements
Students in this course will need a demo reel of three selections; a ballad, an up-.tempo, and a contemporary. Students will need an anthology of Musical Theatre.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework							40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test								15%


Course Syllabus
The multi-level students in this class are challenged with the triple-threat experience. Students will sing, dance, and act. Performance material, showcase preparation and community auditions are emphasized in this course. Field trips to area musicals and theatre, along with guest lectures/demonstrations are applicable upon availability. The experience of musical theatre demands character study, vocal/dance pedagogy, musical analysis, techniques of working with an accompanist, and more, to mold the triple-threat performer.






Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Mime Troupe I-III
kcogdill@dallasisd.org
jfarris@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Mime Troupe is an auditioned class. It is advanced study, through mime and mask work, in developing acting and mime skills. Students are able to take the course for three years, if eligible. There is a required performance component leading to a full-length production. Students will perform for public occasions. As students advance, technique should improve, larger roles will be taken and leadership positions will be expected.

Course Requirements 
Participation in full length mime rehearsals and production.
Participation in street mime performances.
Movement appropriate clothing: leotard and tights (or leggings), sweat pants and T-Shirt, modest shorts and T-Shirt, or Gi Pants. 
Movement appropriate shoes: Jazz shoes, ballet shoes, thin soled tennis shoes, socks with rubber grip bottoms, or barefoot.
A weekly Journal, chronicling creative and theatrical ideas.
It is necessary for all students to turn work in on time and to correct notes given on initial performances. 

Evaluation
Classwork/homework							40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test								15%

Course Schedule/Syllabus 
Journals due the 1st class day of every week.
Daily physical warm-ups and technique work. Seniors will rotate leadership.
Focus on character, illusionary techniques, telescoping, fixed point, subtext or atmosphere.
Class rehearsal, research, and character development for the full-length production, will begin, and eventually include required rehearsal after school.
Full-length production performance for an audience, as part of the theatre season.
Mask performance and body shaping for characters.
Design of masks
Character development and performance of created mask character. 



Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Directing
jfarris@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Directing  Beg/Advanced:  This course is for seniors, and is designed to develop directing skills.  In the first semester, students will analyze, work with the playwright, cast and direct a 10 minute play festival. These will be part of the 10 minute play festival. Second semester, students will select a one act play, analyze, cast and direct the play to be performed in a directing festival. Students must meet specific criteria and have the permission of the Coordinator to take this class.  Students must be successful 1st in Beginning Directing to take Advanced Directing.  2 semesters.

Course Requirements
Students will need access to libraries for play research, as well as a computer for typing and printing documents for director’s notebooks, schedules, and research papers.
Extra time for rehearsals before school is required for both 10 minute plays and one act plays.

Evaluation						
Classwork/homework						40%
Tests								25%
Projects/Products						20%
6 weeks grade							15%

Course Schedule/Syllabus
Fall-
History of the director
Purpose and evolution of the director and directorial styles
Aristotle’s Unities
Director’s Responsibilities: analysis, vision, auditions and casting, co-ordinating w/ designers, blocking, working with actors
10 minute plays: cast, rehearse and direct 
Work w/ a costume designer on a hypothetical design  
Director’s notebook 
Spring
One Act Play Research material, cast, rehearse, and direct the play. (This will be part of the Spring Student Directing Festival) 
Director’s Notebook. (spring)
Film Anaylsis



Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Introduction to Technical Theatre
mdavignon@dallasisd.org
mhawkins@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Introduction to Technical Theatre: Over the school year, the student will cover these units: resumes, basic tech and shop vocabulary, basics of costume construction, basics of stagecraft, simple applications of stage make-up and an overview of theatre history

Course Requirements
All theatre students new to the department are required to take this class. 
There is a lab hour requirement of 5 hours, per semester, completed outside of class, and the shops are open during posted hours before and after school.

Students need to purchase outside supplies, and wear appropriate shop attire.
Students must maintain a portfolio resource binder.

Evaluation
Classwork						40%
Tests							25%
Projects/Products					               20%
6 weeks test						15%


Booker T. Washington HSPVA—Theatre Department
Set Construction I
markhawkins@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Set Construction I is an examination of the materials, techniques, and conventions of scenic construction. This course covers construction of stage scenery and properties with an emphasis on tool safety, materials and hardware, reading mechanical drawings, stage carpentry, scenic painting, stage rigging, stock maintenance, and basic approaches to building scenery using hands-on experience to complement lectures, demonstrations, and/or assigned readings. This course includes outside homework assignments, projects, and tech challenges.

Course Requirements:
Prerequisite: Students must complete Introduction to Technical Theater with at least of a “B” average and/or have permission of the teacher. This course satisfies the Technical Theater requirement. 
Students will complete the following requirements:

1. Portfolio/Resource Binder: 
2. Production Lab Time: Students are required to work 20 hours per semester for this class. At least half of the lab hours must be done in the areas of design, technical, or stage management; and all hours must be completed outside of class.  Shops are open during posted hours before and after school.
3. Proper Shop Attire: Because this class requires students to paint scenery or move “dusty” set pieces, students are asked to wear safe, comfortable clothing to work in. Shoes MUST cover the foot from heel to toe. Students with long hair must tie it back. 
4. Must be able to lift a minimum of 50 lbs.


Evaluation:
The final grade will be computed on the following DISD grading formula:
Daily Classroom Participation Grades (Class Work) - 40%
Classroom Projects, Worksheets & Assignments Grades (Projects/Products) - 20%
Classroom Quizzes and Tests Grades - 25%
Six Weeks Portfolio/Binder Grade and/or Test - 15%


Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Beginning Theatre Design
mdavignon@dallasisd.org
markhawkins@dallasisd.org


Course Description
Beg. Theatre Design   (10-12): 1 Semester. This class teaches the basics of both set and costume design. The students will experience the essentials of stage design, so that they may use their knowledge of these essentials in whatever area of theatre becomes their focus.

Students will cover the following units:
design vocabulary
color theory
research
how to draw faces and bodies
designing costumes
basic drafting
designing sets
	

Course Requirements

In addition to class-work, there is a lab requirement of 15 hours, done outside of class. At least half of the lab hours must be done in the areas of design, technical, or stage management.

Students need to purchase outside supplies, and must maintain a portfolio/resource binder.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework						               40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products							               20%
6 weeks test								15%





Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Intermediate Design
mdavignon@dallasisd.org
mhawkins@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Intermediate Design:  (10-12): 
At this level of design, students are beginning to build a specialized portfolio of work, and will be working on increasingly challenging projects. Student focus can be in either set or costumes, and they will learn targeted skills such as drafting for set designers and swatching for costume designers.

All design students will review and expand upon their knowledge of color theory, design terminology, the process of design meetings, and the sequential steps needed when designing and realizing a production.

 Each semester, the student will also complete a minimum of one comprehensive project with all supporting materials and documentation. There will be some individualization of work, so students’ work will meet individual interests.

Course Requirements
Prerequisite: Students must complete Beginning Design with at least of a “B” average and/or have permission of the teacher.

There is a lab hour requirement of 20 hours, per semester, completed outside of class, 
At least half of the lab hours must be done in the areas of design, technical, or stage management.

Students need to purchase outside supplies, and must maintain a portfolio/resource binder.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework	   						40%
Tests									25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test								15%







Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Advanced Set/Costume Design I and II
mdavignon@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Advanced Set/Costume Design I-II  (11-12): 
Levels I  and II in design are for the students who want to make set or costume design their main focus or for students who want to enhance  their focus in set or costume construction.

Students will be working on challenging projects geared toward building a professional portfolio. The students will complete one large project or a combination of several smaller projects every six weeks. These projects will be of a diverse and challenging nature. The more advanced students will have opportunities to follow their own interests in choice of design work.  

Students will be expected to take a leadership role in heading backstage crews and producing set and costume designs for the season shows.  


Course Requirements
Prerequisite: Students must have earned at least a “B” in Intermediate Design and/or have the permission of the design teacher

For Advanced Design I, there is a lab hour requirement of 30 hours per semester, completed outside of class.
For Advanced Design II, there is a lab hour requirement of 35 hours per semester, completed outside of class.
At least half of the lab hours must be done in the areas of design, technical, or stage management.

Students need to purchase outside supplies, and must maintain a portfolio/resource binder.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework						40%
Tests								25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test							15%

















Booker T. Washington HSPVA—Theatre Department
Costume Construction I
mdavignon@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Costume Construction I is an examination of the materials, techniques, and conventions of costume construction. This course covers construction of costumes and accessories with an emphasis on proper sewing techniques, materials and hardware, creating patterns, and basic approaches to sewing techniqes using hands-on experience to complement lectures, demonstrations, and/or assigned readings. This course includes outside homework assignments, projects, and tech challenges.

Course Requirements:
Prerequisite: Students must complete Introduction to Technical Theater with at least of a “B” average and/or have permission of the teacher. This course satisfies the Technical Theater requirement. 
Students will complete the following requirements:

1. Portfolio/Resource Binder: 
2. Production Lab Time: Students are required to work 20 hours per semester for this class. At least half of the lab hours must be done in the areas of design, technical, or stage management; and all hours must be completed outside of class.  Shops are open during posted hours before and after school.
3. Proper Shop Attire: Because students must work with dyes, must be able to work foot controls and to occasionally be on the floor, students are asked to wear safe, comfortable clothing to work in. Shoes MUST cover the foot from heel to toe. Students with long hair must tie it back. 
4. Students need to purchase outside supplies, and must maintain a portfolio/resource binder.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework			40%
Tests					25%
Projects/Products				20%
6 weeks test				15%



Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Advanced Costume Construction II-III
mdavignon@dallasisd.org
	
Course Description:
Costume Construction II/III are hands-on application courses that get students working with costume production in a practical way. As craft skills are often best communicated in a master/apprentice environment this course is set up as a mentored practical experience. This course includes outside homework assignments, projects, and tech challenges.  

II- Students will be working on challenging projects and are expected to take on important roles in producing costumes for the season shows, as well as working on backstage costume crews.
III – Students will be working on extremely challenging costume projects, and are expected to take on leadership roles in producing costumes for the season shows. They may also work as a first-hand on a show or as wardrobe mistress/master for  backstage costume crews.

Course Requirements:
Prerequisite: Students must complete Costume Construction I with at least of a “B” average and/or have permission of the teacher. 

For Costume Construction II, there is a lab hour requirement of 30 hours per semester.
For Costume Construction III, there is a lab hour requirement of 35 hours per semester
At least half of the lab hours must be done in the areas of design, technical, or stage management; and all hours must be completed outside of class. The shops are open during posted hours before and after school.

Students need to purchase outside supplies, and must maintain a portfolio/resource binder.

Evaluation
Classwork/homework						40%
Tests								25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test							15%


Course Schedule/Syllabus
The students will learn several smaller skills every six weeks, culminating in a larger sewing project that builds upon these smaller skills. These sewing projects will be of a diverse and challenging nature. The more advanced students will have opportunities to follow their own interests in choice of costume construction work.  In addition, the students will accumulate a wide knowledge of terminology, patterning, working with accessories such as wigs, proper technique for taking measurements and much more.

Students are expected to work on a minimum of one show each semester either working in the costume construction crew or participating as a backstage crew member. 



Booker T. Washington HSPVA—Theatre Department
Set Construction II/III
markhawkins@dallasisd.org
	
Course Description:
Set Construction II/III is a hands-on application course that gets students working with the tools and techniques of theatrical production in a practical way. This course covers safety in the theater and scene shop, principles of set construction for different type stages, creation and use of stock scenery, scenic hardware, mechanical drafting, stage rigging, scenic painting, stage properties, and scene shop management. As craft skills are often best communicated in a master/apprentice environment this course is set up as a mentored practical experience. This course includes outside homework assignments, projects, and tech challenges.

Course Requirements:
Prerequisite: Students must complete Introduction to Technical Theater with at least of a “B” average and/or have permission of the teacher. This course satisfies the required Technical Theater credit class. Students will complete the following requirements:

5. Portfolio/Resource Binder: Collection of resource materials in a resource binder.
6. Production Lab Time: Students are required to work level II = 30 / level III = 35 hours per semester for this class. At least half of the lab hours must be done in the areas of design, technical, or stage management; and must be completed outside of class, and the shops are open during posted hours before and after school.
7. Proper Shop Attire: Because this class requires students to paint scenery or move “dusty” set pieces, students are asked to wear safe, comfortable clothing to work in. Shoes MUST cover the foot from heel to toe. Students with long hair must tie it back. 
8. Must be able to lift a minimum of 50 lbs.


Evaluation:
The final grade will be computed on the following DISD grading formula:
Daily Classroom Participation Grades (Class Work) - 40%
Classroom Projects, Worksheets & Assignments Grades (Projects/Products) - 20%
Classroom Quizzes and Tests Grades - 25%
Six Weeks Portfolio/Binder Grade and/or Test - 15%


Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Plays and Playwrights
cgavitt@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Introduction to Plays and Playwrights:  Required course for new students, this course is designed to teach the elements of a script and to give students an appreciation of dramatic literature.

Course Requirements
Paper - To take notes
Pens or pencils - To take notes and tests (no funky or bizarre colors please)
Folder – To keep your Plays and Playwrights stuff together
Open Mind – To discuss and debate the different plays we will study.
We will be reading aloud in class a great deal.  You must participate in reading and discussing the plays.  If you are caught sleeping, playing, working on outside work or not following along your classwork grade will suffer. 

Evaluation
Classwork/homework					             40%
Reading in class and worksheets
Tests/Quizes							25%
Quizzes may be given half way through a play and a test at the end
Projects/Products						20%
Each six weeks students will read 2 plays outside of class and write a simple plot analysis
Six Weeks Test							15%
The second play analysis will fall into this category.
                                             	       					   	
Course Schedule/Syllabus
Students will be required to read two full length plays each six weeks and fill out an analysis.  The teacher will give you the guidelines.  These are very basic and are to show that you read and have a basic understanding of the play.  Half of your final exam grade will be an essay comparing and contrasting any two plays read in or for the class.
All plays must be pre-approved by your teacher.  Simply give the teacher the title or show the play to the teacher for approval.  A list of approved plays is on the website.  Some plays will not be available toward your play analysis grade.  These will also be on the list.  
The form and due dates for each class are on the website.  Play analysis are due on the day of class at the top of class.  After the due date the highest grade available is a 70.
Students can improve their grades by doing extra play analysis.  Any play analysis grade that is below an 80 will be replaced with the grade from the extra credit analysis.  If all play analysis are above an 80 than the extra credit can replace a poor test grade.
Quizzes are given with little notice and are worth 50 points.  Tests are scheduled at least one class period ahead with a review and are worth 100 points.  They will cover material discussed during class.
		






Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Stage Combat
cgavitt@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Stage Combat is a course designed to teach the basics of arm to arm combat.  1 semester class for juniors and seniors, only

Course Requirements
Prerequisite: Mime and Movement
Daily warm ups are very important.  The body must be prepared to move properly.  You must be dressed appropriately.  Jeans, slacks, cargo pants, skirts and dresses are not conducive to class.  Acceptable clothes for class are warm up pants, shorts, yoga pants and tights and sweat shirts, t-shirts and other free moving clothing.  Shoes must be worn during class and must be ok to move in.  Tennis shoes or dance shoes and acceptable.  Shoes should be form fitting and not easily slip off.  Sandals, boots, flip fops and barefoot or stocking feet are unacceptable.  Jewelry must be removed for class, because this can cause a safety concern for both you and your partner.  If you are not dressed out for class then you will not receive any credit for your daily class work grade for that day.  
If you are found in an area you are not supposed to be or inactive when you have been given a task, it will reflect on your daily work grade.  If you are acting in an unsafe manner you will be asked to sit out for the remainder of class and this will reflect in your daily work grade.  
If you are not prepared for class or act in an unsafe manner, your performance grade will suffer.

Evaluation
Classwork 								40%
Your daily work in class with your instructors.  This includes daily warmups
Written Assignments							20%
Your written work includes fight notations and any analysis of fight scenes.
Performance								25%
This includes any type of stage combat performance or scenework
Six Weeks Test								15%
This will be a performance of a fight scene or technique

Course Schedule/Syllabus

We will start with and focus mainly on Unarmed.  This will give everyone a good foundation in the techniques of stage combat.  
We will also study knife, single sword (swashbuckling), and broadsword.
We will also study fighting for the camera.
Time permitting we will touch on the other weapon types including
Rapier and Dagger, Small Sword, Sword and Shield, and Quarterstaff.



Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Stage Technology
cgavitt@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Stage Technology:  Course designed to teach sound editing software, computer aided drafting and publishing software for theatrical programs and posters.

Course Requirements
Prerequisite: Intro to Tech
A folder or binder to keep your work tidy and neat

Evaluation
Classwork/homework							40%
Students will graded weekly on their progress
Tests									25%
Students will be graded on each completed assignment
Projects/Products								20%
At the end of each six week, students will get a grade on their completion of projects for the theatre department.
6 weeks test    	                                                                                             	15%
Each student with the aid of the teacher will determine one project that will serve as the main project for the six weeks.  This might be a project that covers more than one six weeks.		

Course Schedule/Syllabus

We will study AutoCAD.
How to create programs and posters using a variety of programs including Illustrator, InDesign and Photoshop.  
Sound Editing using Pro-Tools and Audacity.
Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Beginning Lights and Sound
cgavitt@dallasisd.org
markhawkins@dallasisd.org

Class Description:
This class is designed to give you the knowledge and skills needed to work in a professional theater light and/or sound crew.  It will cover the basics of light, sound, and electricity; how to safely use the instruments and equipment (including the light board and sound board) and light and sound design.  

Course Requirements:
Prerequisite: Intro to Tech
This is a lot of information to cover in this class. Students are expected to be ready for tests and quizzes the first time.  
If you are in an area where you are not supposed to be or not on task then your grade will reflect your non-participation.  

Evaluation:
Classwork/ homework						40%
Tests								25%
Projects/Products							20%
6 weeks test							15%

Course Schedule/Syllabus

This class will cover:
functions of lights and sound
controllable Properties of lights and sound,
lighting instruments
electricity
methods of lighting
hanging and focusing lights
the light board
sound equipment
microphones
the sound board
light design
sound design



Booker T. Washington HSPVA - Theatre Department
Advanced Lighting Design
Cgavitt@dallasisd.org

Course Description
Advanced Lighting Design  I-II  (11-12)  Advanced lighting course, students learn advanced skills of lighting design and will design, hang and focus lights for school  productions. This course may be taken for two years.  It requires the permission of the instructor.

Course Requirements
Prerequisite: Beginning Lights and Sound
This is a working class.  Your grade is determined by your effort in class everyday.  If you are in an area where you are not supposed to be or not on task then your grade will reflect your non-participation.  You will not be allowed to work if you are out of dress code or not dressed for class.  Your crescent wrench should be worn at all times.  You should consider this as part of your proper attire.  No passes will be given to retrieve clothes or tools from lockers.  If you are tardy, your class participation grade will suffer.
Proper Attire (closed toed shoes, no skirts)
Crescent Wrench
Design tools (as needed)

Evaluation
Classwork/homework							40%
Students will be graded weekly on their work in class
Tests									25%
Students will be tested on the techniques used in hanging and focusing lights and sound
Projects/Products							20%
Students will be graded on a design projects for the department or for class
6 weeks test								15%
Students will be tested on the techniques used in hanging and focusing lights and sound

Course Schedule/Syllabus
This class will cover hanging and focusing of lights, how to create and implement a design, and how to safely operate the lighting and sound equipment.  We will study the jobs of designer, master electrician, lighting crew and board operator.
This class has a crew requirement.  You must put in at least 30 hours after school per semester (10 hours each six weeks).  These can be in any tech area, but I would prefer if they were in lighting.  
Each six weeks you will be graded on your progress in design of lights and/or sound.  If you are not assigned a project for a show, you will need to come up with a theoretical design.  	

		


Booker T. Washington HSPVA -Theatre Department
Acting Lab
cgavitt@dallasisd.org
972-925 1270

Course Description
Advanced Acting LAB (12):  This is an acting internship in co-ordination with the Dallas Theatre Center.  
The two-semester Advanced Acting Class will examine specific techniques and methods used by an actor to create and sustain a role in contemporary and classical theatrical productions. 

Course Requirements
Students must audition for the class in the spring of their junior year.  
The student will attend, be prepared for, and actively participate in all class sessions. Each student must demonstrate an ongoing personal commitment to their own growth as an artist, as well as supporting and contributing to the full ensemble. 

Evaluation
Classwork 								40%
Your daily work in class with your instructors
Written Assignments							25%
Your character analysis, plot analysis, written Objectives, etc.
Performance								20%
Average of grades by all teachers on the final performance
6 weeks test                                                                                       	15%
This grade will be given by your lead teacher for that section on your overall work on the monologue or scene
	
Course Schedule/Syllabus
Over the course of the year, the class sessions will include theater exercises, scene coachings and presentations, lecture/demonstrations, master classes, workshops, and group discussions.
Throughout the year, the class will participate in four rotations of scene assignments (two per semester). The scenes will each include two actors cast in roles of equal size. The instructors will assign the scenes and make the casting assignments. The rotations will culminate in a Scene Showing for the class and invited guests.
Each pair of students in a scene will be required to rehearse together outside of the scheduled class hours for two hours each week. The scene partners are required to schedule their rehearsals and work productively on their own. If a scene has not been adequately rehearsed, the instructors may refuse to provide coaching in class.
The student will read the full script of any play from which they are doing a scene. Additionally, the student will be assigned to read various texts about acting and aspects of theater and to engage in classroom discussions.
Each student will complete 20 hours of intern work at Dallas Theater Center during the fall semester. 
The internships will include observing and/or assisting the professional actors and stage managers at Mainstage rehearsals.  Additional assistantship opportunities may be offered to fulfill the internship requirement.
The intern hours will occur outside of regular school hours; they will be individually scheduled to correspond to each student’s availability. 

