Ways to Help Yourself Succeed in Physics
1. Show up to class regularly, focused on learning.
2. Take accountability for learning by using class time efficiently.  Be prepared, listen carefully, respect your classmates’ time, give your best effort, & make decisions that set you up for success.
3. Be proactive- ignoring the things you don’t know, or slacking on assignments, will snowball into you being very lost in the future.
4. Try the G.U.E.S.S. method of problem solving on paper before you come in for help.  I will help you only if I see that you have started it through step E.
5. Turn in all your assignments, especially the labs and projects since they are worth more.  Missing a major assignment is like getting a 0 on a test.
6. Make up missed assignments according to school policy, not whenever you feel like it.  Coming in 2 weeks later to make up a quiz wastes everyone’s time and will set you up for failure.
7. Prepare for tests/major assessments seriously.  You have very few of these per semester and they count significantly toward your grade.  This grading system is similar to most college science classes.
8. Your grade depends on two major components: the work you do consistently, and the chances for you to show what you have learned.  Do your best in both and you will have a great year in physics.  
9. Most students cannot learn everything they need to from just class alone.
10.  Use the textbook as a valuable learning resource- it’s the best book out  
      there for learning the concepts.  It is expected that you read it.
11.  Read the textbook more like an instruction manual than a novel.  
      Sometimes you have to search for the information you still need.
12.  The book is very helpful in introducing, teaching, and/or reinforcing the
      concepts at different times during a unit.  It’s the best out there- so use it!
13.  Positively communicate with Mr. Mac if you need help with something  
      before the due date.
14.  Plan ahead on projects & important events by using a calendrical device.
15.  Read the syllabus objectives to gauge your understanding and   
      knowledge of the material a few times during a unit.
16.  Take advantage of extended learning opportunities by coming in with    
      specific questions.  Don’t forget, learning requires effort on your part.
17.  Respect the time of others by setting up an appointment for help or  
      coming in during designated times only.
18.  If you don’t get something- it’s ok!   Succeeding isn’t only about what 
      you do when victorious; it’s about what you do when you aren’t.
19.  If you continue to do what you’ve been doing, you will continue to have   

      the results you’ve always had.
20.  Your teacher is here to help you learn, not make your life miserable. : )
