Journal Entry: Turtle Hurdles and Hazards
October 14, 2008

List the different hazards that sea turtle hatchlings might encounter in each of the following situations/locations:  (Be specific!!!)

	Crossing the Beach Zone Just After Hatching from the Nest
	Swimming in the Open Ocean During the First Few Years of Life

	
	


Turtles (Charlies and Deltas)

Look over the different turtle species and choose which turtle species you want to represent. You will also need to select 5 “hatchling” popsicle sticks from the green bucket to carry with you.
Hazards and Limiting Factors (Alphas and Betas)
Look over the lists we created above and choose which hazard you want to represent!

· Alphas— Hazards in the Open Ocean 
· Betas— Hazards in the Beach Zone
Use your blank paper to make a sign to wear during the game. Your sign must be labeled with your turtle species or hazard on BOTH sides. You must have a picture on at least one side!
1. Set up the activity areas as shown in the diagram at the end of this page. Give each student a paper or plastic bag.

2. Divide the class into two groups.

Each student turtle counts out 5 index cards. Each card represents 10 turtles. Your stack of cards represents the turtles that hatch from a single nest.

Divide this group into two smaller groups, on land and in-sea.

On-land (Alphas): predators (e.g., raccoons, dogs, ghost crabs, foxes and gulls) and limiting factors from human activities (e.g., dune buggies, human egg collectors, shoreline development)

In-sea (Betas): predators (e.g., sharks, killer whales) and limiting factors from human activities (e.g., entanglement in fishing gear, eating plastic litter, illegal killings by humans)

Make a sign that indicates what you are. Grab some thread and wear your sign around your neck.
