Journal Entry: A Million Seconds
8th grade: April 16, 2008
6th/7th: April 18, 2008

Write in complete sentences!

1. Without doing ANY calculating (not even in your head), quickly make a bold guess as to how long it would take to count to one million if you counted one number every second? (How many hours/days/weeks – do NOT tell me that it would take 1,000,000 seconds!)
Now let’s break it down.

2. How many seconds are in a minute?
3. How many seconds in an hour?
4. In an 8 hour work day?
5. In a five day work week?
6. How long would it take to count to one million if you counted one number per second, 8 hours a day, 5 days per week? Give me the answer in exact number of weeks, days, hours minutes and seconds! Show your work!!!
7. How long would it take it you were able to count 24 hours a day, 7 days a week?

a. How many seconds in a 24 hour day?

b. How many seconds in 7 day week?

c. How long would it take? (show your work)
8. How does your answer to #7 compare to your prediction in #1?

9. ELABORATE: How does this model help you to understand how much a million actually is?
