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Guidance Lesson Updates





 During the month of October, the guidance lessons have been focusing on building friendship skills and a review of what is bullying.  The end of the month we have been working on our Red Ribbon Week Lessons to help promote a healthy life style.








  


Upcoming Parent Workshops








November 9:  from 8:00-9:00 am.  “The Strong Willed Child” presented by Carrie Brazeal from Texas A & M AgriLife Extension Program.  Mrs. Brazeal has a wealth of knowledge about the subject.  She will provide us with strategies that we can use.  If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to Dana Cruz at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cruzd@friscoisd.org" �cruzd@friscoisd.org� by November 4. 





December 12:  from 8:00-9:00 am  “Testing 101: CogAT, ITBS, and STARR” presented by Mrs. Pool, Frisco ISD’s District Testing Coordinator.  Mrs. Pool will be discussing each of the tests.  With the state implementing a new test this year for kids in grades 3-12, you could come and learn what she knows.  If you are interested in attending the meeting, please RSVP to Dana Cruz at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cruzd@friscoisd.org" �cruzd@friscoisd.org� by December 8.
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Our second grade students will be taking the ITBS test on November 2, 3, and 4 (Wednesday through Friday).  We will be testing in the morning between 8:00-10:00 am each of those days.   By giving this test, the teachers receive information that helps them meet the individual needs of each student. 


Please make every effort to have your child in school on those days.  We ask you to please schedule doctor’s appointments or other events around those testing dates. 


Here are some additional tips.


Right Before the Test -


*Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep. Provide a good breakfast.


*Have your child dress in layers – kids do better on tests if they don’t have to think about how hot or cold they are.


*Don’t be too anxious.   


*Confidence is key. Encourage your child and he/she will excel. 
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November 2-4:  2nd Grade ITBS Test (Dates have been changed)


November: Angel Tree Gift Collection


December 19-30: Winter Break


January 3-17: Food Drive


January 10-12:  1st Grade CogAT Test


March 27:  STAAR 4th Grade Writing Day 1; STAAR 5th Grade Math


 March 28: STAAR 4th Grade Writing Day 2; STAAR 5th Grade Reading


April 24: Grades 3 and 4 STAAR Math


April 25: Grades 3 and 4 STAAR Reading


April 26: Grade 5 STAAR Science


 


Popularity and Friendship Problems





 After parents, friends may be a child’s most important teachers.  Friends teach children lessons about the importance of loyalty…what it means to give and take...how to be a leader and a follower. Sometimes, friends teach children things they can’t learn any other way-from how to tie a shoe to how to wear their hair.


  Friends also help children do better in school, researchers say. Children who know they have friends are more likely to take risks-to try out for a school team, volunteer to work a math problem on the board, or to serve on a school or class committee. Children who have friends also find it easier to make other friends. 


  Some friends seem to draw children into negative behaviors. If your instincts tell you that your child’s friends are headed for trouble, you need to take action. Here are some suggestions:


Spend time with your child’s friends. That doesn’t mean you need to turn into a 10 year old. But it does mean you’ll make a point of being around when your child’s friends are over. See if your child wants to invite a friend on a family outing.


Help your child find other friends. Encourage your child to join clubs, Scouts, Brownies. Organizations like 4-H and the Boys and Girls Clubs also give kids a chance to meet a wide group of children.


Set limits. If you think your child’s friends are encouraging negative behavior, you may need to set clear limits about whether- and when- your child can spend time with them. Some friends may only be allowed in your house if you are there.
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Each year the schools in Frisco hold the Angel Tree Drive.  The Angel Tree Drive is a gift donation program to help out underprivileged students in the Frisco area.  


During the month of November students can bring in gifts for the “Angel” that their classroom has sponsored.  Each classroom will have one “Angel”.  We try to give each grade level a student that is around their age. However, we cannot guarantee that.   This way the kids can help pick out gifts for their “Angel(s)”.  Your child will bring home a photocopy of the “Angel’s” needs and wish list; it will have the clothing sizes listed as well.  On it will be an “Angel ID number”.  For each gift you purchase on the list, you must put a sticky note (taped to the package) on the gift or outside of the bag you send it in. with the “Angel ID number”.  This way we know that the gift gets to the right “Angel”.    Gifts will be collect through the middle of November and delivered to the “Angels” in time for the holidays.


You may want to communicate with the classroom teacher or room parent to help organize how gifts will be collected.  Each classroom does it differently. Some do a class donation and the room parent gets the gifts. Other classrooms leave it up to each child. It is your choice if you wish to participate.


We truly appreciate your support for this program.  We have always had a wonderful turn out from our generous community. We thank you!


�Students in Frisco I.S.D. will have time off from November 21-25 to celebrate Thanksgiving. We all have so much to be thankful for and I hope as a family you’ll take time to discuss Thanksgiving.  




















More information will come as each date gets closer.




















