Point Park University
Conservatory of Performing Arts
Dance Department
________________________________________

Course: 	Modern Technique				Semester:	Fall 2010
Location: 	Tap Studio 					Hours:	9:40-11:10
Instructor: 	Garfield Lemonius				Office:		718	
Contact/Email: 	glemonius@PointPark.EDU		Hours:	8:30-9:00am
			Office: (412) 392-6112				12-1:00pm
			Mobile: (214) 477-0426

Course Description
The focus of this course is to improve upon the knowledge and fundamental modern dance training that students were exposed to in the Beginning classes.  This course will introduce students to the Lester Horton dance technique.  Through specific movement exercises, students will explore the concepts of opposition, shift of weight, and use of breath through the vehicle of specific Horton vocabulary aimed at increasing the dancer’s physical proficiency, overall body awareness and artistry.

The goal of this course is to therefore foster a historical and practical understanding of modern dance and its function in the story of American dance, its place in today’s world of dance, and its potential for expressivity as a human art form.  As they study and embody the principles and fundamentals of this technique, students will also develop self -discipline, strength, flexibility, coordination, musical phrasing, performance quality and an increase sense of an artistic self, as they expand their innate interpretive abilities. 

Course Requirements
Attendance
Please arrive on time for each class.  Attendance is mandatory! Regular attendance is fundamental to growth and progression in your training.  Where absences are unavoidable, please follow-up with a conversation with the teacher next class time.  Tardiness is not an option!  If you are late (after roll called), you will not participate that day.  You will instead be given an assignment that will be handed in at the end of the class. 
		
Dance Attire
See Dance Department guidelines!  Your adherence to this requirement will be documented. Clean, neat, and proper dance attire is mandatory. You will not be permitted to participate in class without proper dress code.  This will affect your final grade in the course.




Illnesses/Injuries
All illness/injuries that prevent a student from dancing must be substantiated with a doctor’s note!  If a student is injured they will watch class and be given an assignment to be completed at the end of the class.

Class Etiquette
No food or drink of any sort is permitted in the studio! Once class begins (the moment the instructor enters the studio) conversations and dialogue will cease!  No talking, except to ask a question.  If you have a question or comment, please raise your hand before you speak.  Be respectful of the studio, each other, and faculty. 

Technique and Artistry
Take care of your bodies. Students are advised to participate in cross-training exercise programs, to improve flexibility, endurance, and strength.  Stretch and strengthen your muscles, but also rest.  Have enough water and nutrients to sustain you in class.  Review each exercise learned for homework.  This will help you to improve your memory and your technique. Have a new approach to doing each exercise.  There is always something new to learn each time you dance an exercise or combination. Know the goal of each exercise and always perform the movement.  The goal is artistry as well as technical proficiency.  

Assignments
Please meet all deadlines.  There will be no negotiating of deadlines for all assignments!  Late assignments will not be accepted! You are required to complete all assignments and turn them in when they are due.   Assignments for this class will be in the form of journal writing, performance attendance and critique, and skill/movement exams and/or other assignments determined by the faculty. 

If you sit out of class due to injury or illness, you will be required to write the following:
· Corrections that the instructor gave to each or all the students
· Observation of the application of that correction
· How does the correction improve the step or combination
· How does this correction apply to you?

Journals
Journal writing will provide you with a venue for reflection and self-monitoring of your progress as it pertains to your training. You will be required to make a journal entry following each technique class; totaling 4 per week.  Please date your entries. These entries should reflect insights and information acquired from class.  Please document all vocabularies, concepts, skill tests exercises, and corrections learned from class, as well as other information that you deem appropriate that will aid you in your growth.  All journals will be done in a notebook that students will hand in at the end of each month.  Please write legible! 

Performance attendance and Critique
Students will attend and critique one contemporary dance performance other than those of the Point Park University Department of Dance.  Your review will be no less than 500 words in length, typed, double-spaced, in a 12 size Times New Roman font.  Please read guideline for writing dance reaction papers, provided by the instructor.

Skill/Movement Exams
Skills tests are mandatory.  They are designed to demonstrate student progression and acquisition of fundamental vocabulary at this level. Students are required to be dressed in appropriate dance attire, and be prepared to fully demonstrate assigned exercises with technical proficiency and at a high level of performance quality specific to this level.

Evaluation/Assessment 
10%		Performance attendance and written assignments
20%		Movement exams/skills tests
70%		Productivity in class:
			Attendance
			Mastery of materials presented in class
			Musicality and phrasing
			Openness to and the ability to take and implement corrections
			Problem solving
			Dynamics and Physicality
			Attire
			Work ethic/effort and attitude

Students are responsible for meeting individually with the instructor for mid-term evaluations! 

Please READ the dance department’s student handbook regarding departmental policies and procedures! 


Syllabus is subjected to change at the instructor’s discretion!
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