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Documenting Your Research

OR

How I learned to stop worrying about the Plagiary Police and love to make Bibliographies
Creating a bibliography is one of the most important aspects of any research paper or project.  It is very important to give credit where credit is due.  If there is a book that has some really great information in it and you want to use it in your project, that is great.  But remember that you must give credit to the person who wrote the article, book, Internet site, movie, piece of artwork, music etc.  

NOT GIVING CREDIT TO THE AUTHOR IS PLAGIARIZING OR ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING IT IS YOU ARE STEALING SOMEONE ELSES WORK.  THIS IS ACTUALLY AGAINST THE LAW AND CAN GET YOU KICKED OUT OF COLLEGE LATER ON IN LIFE.  IT CAN ALSO GET YOU IN TROUBLE IN HIGH SCHOOL  


If you use the information in your paper and you copy it word for word, quotation marks need to be put around the information that you are quoting.  In parenthesis next to the quote put the author of the resource, the page number and the date it was published.  Example “Don’t say shut up in my class.” (Boettcher, p.1, 2003.)  If someone wants to check your sources they know to go to the back of your paper and check your bibliography.  Using the author’s name, the source of the quote can be easily found.  If you don’t quote word for word but you are paraphrasing, you must give the author credit.

Okay, so now let’s talk about the bibliography.  It’s at the back of your paper.  It will be titled like this:

Bibliography

Now you will put all of your sources in alphabetical order by author.  Here are some different types of bibliography entries

For a magazine or journal article:

Adams, Patty. (2003) “Lizzie Who?” YM Your Magazine, October, pp.85-87.

OR

Galbraith, J. (1985).  “The eight great gripes of gifted kids: Responding to special needs.” Roeper Review, 
7,15-18.


For a book: Remember that books need to have a location and name of publishing company.

Collington, Peter. (1995).  The Tooth Fairy. New York, New York: Alfred A. Knopf Inc.

For an Internet site:  It gets kind of tricky.  If at all possible the author of the article needs to be cited.  Here are a few ways to cite Internet sites.

No author named:

FBI Uniform Crime Report Program. “Hate Crime Statistics.” 1999.  

<http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/99hate.pdf>

With an author:

Jackson, Jesse.1995. “Affirmative Action: It Benefits to Everyone.” 

http://www.usis.usemb.se/sft14114.htm
The seven is actually the journal number instead of a month.
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