10th Grade Common Vocabulary List – DRAFT*
1. enigma- a mystery; hard to understand or explain

2. indifferent – having no preference

3. revere – to worship; to honor

4. reticent – restrained; uncommunicative; taciturn

5. autonomy – self-rule; independence

6. innocuous – harmless; insignificant

7. ambiguous – unclear; undecided

8. benevolent – kindly; to wish well

9. malevolent – harmful or evil
10. trivial -  having little value or importance
11. discreet – tactful; careful; secretive; subtle
12. furtive- secretive; shifty
13. altercation – heated argument
14. derision – hatred; contempt; ridicule; mocking scorn
15. ephemeral – short-lived; fleeting; not lasting long
16. eccentric – unconventional; odd; out of the ordinary; quirky
17. divert – change something’s path; draw attention from something
18. acquiesce- to give in; agree

19. inquisitive- eager for knowledge; curious
20. ameliorate – to improve
21. disparity- inequality; dissimilarity; incongruity
22. banal – dull; unoriginal; commonplace; ordinary

23. flagrant- glaringly wrong; conspicuously faulty

24. austere- severe; strict

25. dubious – (1) doubtful; unsure about outcome (2) possible dishonest or immoral
26. immutable – unchanging; permanent

27. aesthetic – concerning art or beauty

28. amicable – friendly; agreeable
29. avid – keen; eager or enthusiastic about something
30. astute- clever; shrewd; ready-witted

