Syllabus
Advanced Playwriting

Course # 8840 & 8841

Elly Lindsay, Course Instructor

Students will continue to study the components of playwriting, focusing on the development of their individual  voice.  This is accomplished through writing exercises; reading and discussing material in class (both student written and established writers); and development of a one act play in the first semester and a short screenplay in the second semester.

Analysis: 
Students will read two plays (minimum) in class each semester examining characterization, dialogue, setting, dramatic conflict, rising action, resolution.

Playwrights may include Athol Fugard, Sam Shephard, John Steinbeck, Ted Talley, Henrik Ibsen, Caryl Churchill, Suzan Lori-Parks, August Wilson, Charles Fuller, Oscar Wilde, Neil La Bute, Sarah Ruehl, Tracy Letts, Jose Rivera among others..
Students will read and discuss each other’s work.

Students will pick one contemporary playwright and read two of that writer’s plays.  The student will write a synopsis of each play and a brief scene in the style of the playwright.

Writing:
10 minutes (approximately) of free writing during lab class
Skill building exercises
Journal

Reviews of theater productions (primarily 8841)



Completion of a ten-minute play




Completion of a one act play (15 - 30 pages)




Rewrite of same one –act play, a second one act play or 





completion of a short screenplay

Theater Attendance:  

Students are highly encouraged to see the school’s productions. There will also be opportunities to attend  local productions when available and appropriate.

Grading Policy:  Grading is based on completion of assignments. 

There are usually only four writing assignments each six weeks.  Completion of all four is essential to a passing grade.  The assignments are weighted by length (a ten page assignment is a larger percentage of the grade than short assignment. Periodic grades are given for work ethic during writing labs and participation in class discussions. Grades are sometimes lowered for late work.  Each student will have one “free pass” per semester (late without penalty).
Each student is expected to produce approximately 30 pages of playwriting text per semester at the minimum.


Supply list:  flashdrive 
                                 ½ ream of paper



       Notebook for journal
