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English III AP is a college-level course which addresses controversial subjects; therefore, students should be skilled readers of complex prose from various periods and  writers who can compose in different modes and for a variety of purposes. In this class you will learn how professional writers put together words and sentences for effect as you learn to become good writers yourselves. 


Please note the name of this course: Language and Composition. This means you will read and you will write! If you do not enjoy these tasks, perhaps you should rethink your English choice.

Controversial Issue Assignment


You will create a controversial issue packet.
(A controversial issue is arguable; it has two distinct sides.) Your packet must include the original (such as a newspaper, magazine, or internet article/visual) or a copy of the original article/visual. Then you must write a synopsis of each article and an explanation of each visual. Please include these examples:
· Five local controversial issues taken from the Dallas Morning News (Do not use the abbreviated version, Quick. Local issues are articles about what is happening in Dallas or suburbs.

· Ten state, national, or global controversial issues taken from The New Yorker,

Newsweek, Time Magazine, US News and World Report, or reputable on-line sources

· Five visuals showing controversial issues such as political or other cartoons, charts, graphs, photographs, etc.

Place these neatly in a folder in this order: 5 local, 10 state, national, global, 5 visuals.

Your packet will be scored using a teacher-made rubric.

Reading Assignment


You will read The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck which is an “unforgettable panorama and a bold dramatization of the plight of the dispossessed everywhere.” It is the story of an “America still recovering from the Great Depression. Driven from their Oklahoma farm by the encroachment of large agricultural interests, the Joad family sets out, like generations before them, to the promised land of California. As they travel across the country, joined by countless other unwilling migrants, the Joads confront the naked realities divided into the Haves and Have-Nots.”  
Note: Some chapters called intercalary chapters do not further the plot. They are Steinbeck’s assertions (claims, beliefs) about what is happening in the United States during the time. Remember this when you come to the turtle in Chapter 3!


I encourage you to purchase your own book so that you can mark in it and later take it to college. As you read, make the book yours by interacting with it, asking questions of it, drawing connections between it and other books you have read. I like to see evidence of this interaction in the form of richly highlighted or underlined passages of the book with abundant marginal notes. Of course, if you use a book from the library, write your notes on your own paper or on sticky notes. 

You will be tested over the book at the beginning of school, and we will be using the intercalary chapters during the first grading period.

Writing Requirements

Grammar Assignment (Yes, in this course grammar is important!)

· You must know how to recognize, identify, and use the standard eight parts of speech (verbs, nouns, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections.

· You must know how to recognize, identify, and write the four sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex).
You will be tested over these at the beginning of school. If you have trouble with grammar/sentence types, I will help you. I normally arrive at school by 7:30 each morning and will stay after school upon request.

Writing Assignment


Because I like to know as much as possible about the students in my classes, you will write a two-page typed, double-spaced essay using 12 font entitled “The Word Which Best Describes Me” or “The Word Which best Renames Me” using an adjective or a noun. I have given an example of each:
Adjective: “Enthusiastic is the word which best describes me because…”

Noun: “I consider myself a scholar because…”

Please limit your essay to two pages and include a photograph with your essay so that I may begin to associate faces with names.

Testing


In this class we will concentrate on preparing for the following tests:

PSAT in October

SAT on various dates
TAKS in February

ADVANCED PLACEMENT LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION in May


As always, I look forward to the coming school year and getting to know each of you.

Mrs. Dolores Arnold

If you have questions, please contact me:

darnold@dallasisd.org
