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Dear Parent(s):

Your son or daughter has expressed interested in joining Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA).  I am writing to explain what FCCLA is and what we do at Benton Community.

FCCLA is a national student organization with the family as its central focus.  We strive to strengthen families and communities through community service.  Students also have the opportunity to develop their leadership skills, personal skills, and families through individual projects.  In FCCLA, student members have the opportunity to set personal goals and work towards those goals with the support of their fellow student members and adviser.

Benton FCCLA holds chapter meetings once a month.  Students at the first chapter meeting were given a schedule for the year.  
Dues to join FCCLA are $12 per year, due October 8 (our next meeting), with the majority of those funds going to the state and national affiliations.  After October, 8, dues will increase to $14.   Checks can be made out to Benton Community Schools.  We are also ordering t-shirts, which will be $10.  These t-shirts are optional for members.  
Our district meeting at Kirkwood is also coming up on October 20.  Most members go to the district meeting, which takes place during the school day and costs members $5 for registration plus the cost of lunch.

We also have various community service activities throughout the year.  For example, we will be holding a “Halloween Bash” party for elementary students on Tuesday, October 27.  This is an opportunity for children to have some safe Halloween fun with their families.  Other community service activities we will do this fall include providing the skit for the community Veteran’s Day program and taking students from the Braille School in Vinton Christmas shopping to purchase gifts for their loved ones.

Fundraisers:  On Wednesday, September 23, during Parent-Teacher Conferences, members will be preparing and serving a meal to staff as a fundraiser.  Students that help or donate a dessert will get credit towards their trip account.  On Wednesday, October 28, we will be catering a meal for the district’s bus drivers.  This is a big event, and parent/adult help is appreciated.  Again, students that help (or if parents help), that student will get credit towards their trip account.  We are starting a fundraiser selling ButterBraids in mid-October, so students can work to offset some of the costs of Cluster Meeting and the State Conference held in Des Moines March 30-April 1.  Students can also help sell cast cards at the fall musical on November 5-7.
Our chapter also travels to state and national conferences throughout the year.  These conferences usually require students to be absent from school on the days they are held and are optional for students.  Expenses for these conferences are also out of your son/daughter’s pocket.  However, students are provided the opportunity to raise funds throughout the year with various fundraising activities.  These conferences are well worth the expense as they provide great leadership opportunities and sessions with information relevant to teens.
The first optional state event for members is Fall Leadership Rally on Oct. 11-12 in Des Moines.  Students attending will learn more about FCCLA from chapter members from across the state, hear inspiring and informative speakers, and form friendships that will last through high school and beyond.  We will depart at about 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 11 and return by about 5 p.m. on  Monday, October 12.  Costs will be approximately $75.00 (hotel $25.00 per quad room, so could be more rooms have less than 4 occupants; registration $50.00) plus the cost of a meal on Sunday evening.  Payment of $50.00 is due September 24, the balance is due October 8.
We are currently making plans to attend an FCCLA Cluster meeting.  Cluster meetings are regional FCCLA meetings that challenge, inform and motivate members.  There are four Cluster meetings this year across the U.S.  Members are encouraged to attend so they can find out more about FCCLA and start experiencing what FCCLA has to offer them.  It is great to go when you are a young member so you have more time to take advantage of the many FCCLA opportunities.  Being motivated is a big part of setting and accomplishing goals.  Cluster meetings are great for motivating! Attendance at Cluster is optional, but highly encouraged.  We will be attending Cluster in Cincinnati, OH this year. A delegation from our chapter will leave Thursday night, November 20, or early Friday morning, November 21 and return sometime on Sunday, November 23.  
Cluster Expenses:  Registration for the conference is $70.00.  We plan to take a chartered bus with other area schools.  It is possible we would need to travel a short distance to catch the chartered bus at another school.  Estimated cost is $225.00.  Students need to bring money for food and spending along for the weekend. Every member buys his/her own food; no meals are covered in the registration fees, plan on about $50 for meals.  Members can save money by bringing breakfast food items such as breakfast bars.  Hotel cost is approximately $45.00 per night, if all rooms are filled with 4 people.  Payment of $125 is due on Thursday, October 8! Final Payment of remaining balance will be due October 30 once expenses are finalized.  
I realize this can be overwhelming as you see the many events that cost money.  None are required, and I would encourage you and your child to discuss which ones are most important.  Several members last year helped with many fundraisers and worked hard at selling ButterBraids, and were able to attend the State Leadership Conference without having to spend any funds out of pocket!

Adult/parent help is always encouraged, especially with the catering events and the Middle School Lock-In scheduled for March 5-6.  It is always a fun event for all.
I have enclosed a list of important FCCLA dates.  In order to keep this letter fairly short, I have not explained all of the activities that we do.  If you have any questions concerning our events or FCCLA in general, please feel free to call me, Dawn Stoakes, at (319) 228-8701 ext. 211 or email me (dstoakes@benton.k12.ia.us).   I hope you will encourage your son/daughter to be an active member of FCCLA!
Sincerely, 

Dawn Stoakes
Benton Chapter Adviser
Benton FCCLA


Benton Community High School


6001st Street


Van Horne, IA 52346











