Writing World Religion Essays


Recommended Structure – five paragraph essay
1. Thesis paragraph (1st).  Ensure your thesis contains a central argument and three points that you will develop in order within your next paragraphs.  

2. Supporting paragraphs (2nd – 4th).  Following the thesis, each paragraph will develop your sequential argument and analysis in order to prove your thesis.  Remember to follow a logical process to form your argument.  Ex:  a) assertion, b) relevant example, and c) specific details/quote.  Include in each paragraph a transition sentence that links it to the next - avoid three unconnected arguments within your essay!
3. Conclusion (5th).  Briefly restate the premise with which you began the essay and then summarize the evidence and analysis you provided to prove your argument.  Avoid introducing new material or analysis in your conclusion with which you did not discuss in your essay. 
Format –
1. Font: 12pt, Times New Roman.

2. 800 – 1200 words.  Include a word count on your title page.
Citations – see “Proper Citations” download
1. Footnotes and bibliography required.  (Reference the textbook at a minimum on this 1st essay).
2. Do not plagiarize – it is not worth it.  We take a very dim view of plagiarism and you will receive a zero grade on the assignment.  

Grading – see “World Religion Assessment Criteria”
1. Your essay will be scored using the 40-point rubric.

2. There will be no curve, therefore give me your best effort. 

Good-to-Know
This is your first shot at writing a full length essay for this class.  To score well you are likely going to have to put in intensive time and effort.  The good news is - with hard work the process will get easier.  Once you start to “crack the code” you will discover your ability to craft an insightful and engaging essay will flow naturally from your refined and brilliantly trained mind.  
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