Science Fair Research Paper
2009-2010
Purpose: 
Before designing the procedure for your science fair experiment it is important that you spend time researching what is already known about your topic. Conducting a thorough search and documenting your sources carefully are critical to your understanding of the topic and the development of your experimental design. You may select either one of the two options outlined below. Those of you wanting to participate in the regional science fair should seriously consider doing Option B because it prepares you better to interact with the science fair judges.

For both options, you are expected to find five (5) scholarly articles that pertain to your topic/purpose. The articles should be approximately 100-1500 words (3-4 pages) and may be from magazines, newspapers, scientific journals or legitimate websites. The articles should be current, no older than 2005, and should reflect a balance of sources.  
Option A: Research Portfolio
· Locate and read information from 5 (or more) scientific sources that are directly related to your topic of study.

· Document each source correctly using MLA format as modeled on the Palmer website or at noodlebib.com
· Write a half to full page computer-written summary of the 5 articles using the following guidelines:
· The summary includes an introduction that clearly identifies the purpose of your scientific investigation.
· You identify the scientific concepts that are of core importance to your understanding of this topic.
· You use your own words and thinking to summarize each article, keeping direct quotes to a minimum.
· You cite each source within the body of the text so that it is clear how you have incorporated each article.
· You draw your paper to a conclusion that summarizes the main ideas of your readings.
Option B: Research Paper
· This assignment represents more of a synthesis of the 5 scientific sources. If you choose this option, plan to develop a thesis and support that thesis with evidence from your research from the 5 articles.

· Begin the paper with an introduction that includes your thesis statement.

· The body of the research paper contains 2-3 pages that highlight the important content of the 5 articles.

· Conclude with one to two paragraphs presenting your reflection on the information from the articles as it relates to your topic and/or thesis. This reflection may include:
· the application of some or all articles to your project

· your personal opinion of the issues

· a discussion of the considerations (social, ethical, environmental, or moral) associated with the topic

· identification of the benefits and drawbacks of your topic and what it entails

· identify any bias shown in the articles
Deadline:
· This assignment is due for full credit on January 8, 2010
Assessment:

· This assignment will be reviewed using MYP Assessment Criterion B
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	The student communicates scientific information effectively using scientific language correctly. The student presents all the information appropriately using symbolic and/or visual representation accurately according to the task. The student acknowledges sources of information appropriately.


