As part of the requirements for “honors” credit in MYP Biology, all students will successfully complete a “Science Fair” quality investigation on a topic of the individual’s choice, adhering to all Science Fair Rules and Regulations and documenting each stage of the investigation in a formal lab report style.  

The following deadlines give shape to this extended project:

11-24-09                      Ideas for Experiment due in form of Interest Inventory
12-4-09                      Purpose/Hypothesis 
(clear statement of the goal of the experiment, developed in the context of a topic of relevance)

1-8-10



Related Research completed: 5 scientific articles on 





topics relevant to science fair investigation, summarized 





in 3 pages, including bibliography and in-text citations

1-14-10


Procedure/Experimental Design





LOTS of on-going work on your experiment happens

here! Procrastination is not your friend!

2-16-10


Lab Write-Up/Analysis – in-class presentations begin




Science Fair backboards required for all presentations
3-13-2010


Regional Science Fair, Saturday at UCCS
Science Fair is a long-term and challenging independent project. Adhering to the above deadlines is critical for the successful completion of this project. Engaging the scientific process from idea to conclusion is a critical part of your development as a scientist. I look forward to coaching you along the way.
On my end, you can count on direct instruction on key aspects of your project, including posing testable questions, properly citing sources, developing safe and manageable procedures, planning for data collection, writing clear and thorough analyses and preparing for an effective presentation of your work.

On your end, it is important to view this project as one that will require time each day over several months to do well. You will need to work on excellent communication skills with parents, teachers and community mentors etc. to reach your goals and complete your project on time. Especially if you want equipment support from me, plenty of lead time is of key importance.
We will follow all the rules set by the International Science and Engineering Fair to guide your work and will register each experiment with the Pikes Peak Regional Science Fair review board. All students are encouraged to take part in the March 13th Science Fair competition in order to receive feedback from qualified judges, practice presenting scientific work to a scientific audience, learn from other participants and receive public recognition for lots of hard work.
I wish you the best in your academic pursuits. I cheer you on every step of the way!
