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Writing a strong procedure is a very important step in the success of your science fair experiment. Here are several suggestions to make this process a bit easier to complete.

· Return to your purpose and hypothesis and remind yourself what you intend to study and what you believe you will discover. By going back to your hypothesis you will find:

· Your independent variable (what you will manipulate)

· Your dependent variable (what will change as a result)

· Make an outline of how you will set up your experiment:

· Be sure to control all the variables except the independent variable

· Consider things like temperature, time of day, light exposure etc. that may impact your experiment unintentionally

· Think about how often you will check on the progress of your experiment (in some cases the experiment may happen over a long period of time, like with plants, and in other cases it might happen rather quickly).

· Consider what and how you will measure change (by counting, with a scale, with a thermometer, by way of a survey…)

· Have you set up a control so you can compare the conditions of your experiment with what happens “normally”?

· Write a rough draft of your procedure or experimental design:

· Procedure is a step by step instruction
· Experimental design is in paragraph form and is a descriptive narrative of what to do.

· In either case, your directions should be clear enough for anyone to follow.

· After writing your rough draft, try it out on someone… is it clear? Is it confusing?

· Include a materials list of everything you will need to conduct your experiment.

· Include illustrations of any unusual equipment set-up you will use.

· I recommend you call special attention to safety precautions needed, so that others are aware of concerns… (Examples: wear goggles, tie your hair back, wash hands carefully after culturing bacteria… etc. etc.)

What could be simpler???
