AP Portfolio Summer Assignments

Mrs. Gronefeld, Advanced Placement Studio Art Instructor
The AP Portfolio course requires the completion of a portfolio of work for evaluation by the Advanced Placement Program of the College Board. This evaluation is separate and apart from the grade you will receive here at St. Cecilia Academy. Our class time is not sufficient for the preparation of the quality of work necessary for a portfolio meeting the requirements of this program. Considerable time outside of class will be necessary. I would like to encourage you to enroll in outside art classes at the following institutions: Watkins Art Institute, O’Moore School of Design and Cheekwood Summer Program. 

As an indication of your interest, willingness and ability to work independently the following assignments to be completed over the course of the summer is required. These will be the first four grades of the fall term and are worth 100 points each. A lack of preparation may indicate that your continued participation in this class is not in your best interest. 

Instructions for Summer Work:
You will need a good quality sketch book 11’ x 14”. You will also need large drawing or watercolor paper that will allow for drawings 18”X 24.” You may purchase this paper at an art supply store or obtain a supply from me. Please call 243.0479 and leave a message for me and I will arrange a time to meet with you to pick up supplies from the art room. This is your responsibility to arrange. Any media, charcoal, pencil, color pencil, india ink color or black and white is fine. Always use spray fixative to protect your work or a cover sheet.

Drawing From Gesture #1- Read Chapter 2, pages 18-34 Gesture Drawing, , Subjects to consider for gesture drawings. Follow and complete gesture drawing use charcoal pencils, 6B pencils or a flowing pen line, on 18X24” paper. Complete at least six of these drawings in your sketch book Drawing Exercise 2.1 Testing Visual Memory, page 24 and Drawing Exercise 2.3 Value and Mass Gesture Drawing, page 26.
Drawing from Texture or Pattern #2- Visual Texture, please read Chapter 6, Texture and Pattern on page 129-146, look at the example on page 137. Mushrooms are drawn across the picture plan and overlapped in the design using textured patterns or grounds. The mushrooms are never outlined but the texture and size of the pattern indicate the edge of the vegetables. Please select one vegetable or fruit, repeating each outline by overlapping one next to the other across a 10X15 illustration board. You may use fine tip sharpie marker, india ink or a flowing black ballpoint pen Drawing Exercise 6.3 Creating Texture and Pattern, page 137.
Drawing from Observation #3- Composition: Space, Plane, and Shape, please read pages 147-179 and follow directions to complete the Negative Space Drawing Exercise 7.2 on page 154. You may use crayons, charcoal or dark pencil to complete your drawing. Begin the assignment with three-thumb nail sketches and enlarge and work from observation on 18” x 24” drawing paper. 

Drawing from Continuous Line #4-Please completes 3 separate drawings following the Drawing Exercise 7.5 on page 162. Your drawing tool should be a black Sharpie or a flowing pen. Select an interior room to draw. Do not outline any form in the room but start your line on an 
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object, drawing any shape on the surface or any contour as long as lines do not connect. Keeping the pen on the paper, draw a line to the next object in the room, and very briefly select a few lines to indicate its presence. Lift the drawing tool, moving to another form, or draw a diagonal line to the next room. Shift from the tip of the sharpie to the side to change thickness of the line. Let the lines representing the objects overlap. Draw a second drawing of the same space –this time with a brush dipped in ink. Reduce the number of lines in the first drawing.

Place tracing paper over your first drawing, and using a Sharpie, trace only the lines you think to be your most essential. Repeat the tracing paper on your second drawing. Now compare all four drawings. Determine which drawing you find to be the most ambiguous.
In addition I expect you to work on your sketchbook on a daily basis. Always draw from observation. Begin with contour line, gesture line and completed value drawings with strong lights and darks. Do not leave these assignments for the last few days before school. Work on your art all summer long it will really pay off. Just as the athlete must exercise, each day to play well, so must the artist.

Suggested subject matter: People, your family, friends, strangers, draw them while still, watching TV or go to the mall and capture movement with quick gesture drawings. Set up arrangements of dishes, lemons, etc. Keep still life up for several sittings. Do several views of the same still life and one beautifully rendered piece after you have practiced. Your bike, children’s toys, and the family car are good subjects. Last but not least look at the mirror and draw what you see.

The final portfolio will be submitted May 2011. You will not fail if you try hard and practice. I look forward to this fall and starting this exciting adventure together.

AP Portfolio Supplies:

Life will be a lot easier if you have the following supplies:

*Hard Cover, 11”x14” sketch book, Drawing Paper 18” x 24”,Water color paper 18” x 24”, Tracing paper 18” x 24.”

*Drawing pencils, 2B, 4B, 6B, and 9B-also called EE, pastels, oil pastels and india ink

*Sharpie markers, black, fine and medium, and other colors if you choose

Things AP students love:
*Prismacolor pencils, Available in a set of 24 at a very low price at Plaza Art Supply (ask for student discount card 15% off retail)

*Pilot Pens

Plaza Portfolio labeled with your name on it. 
*Magic rub eraser

