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First 
mpressons 

MY 10th-grade dance teacher changed my life. It was third-period P.E. class and, 
in those days, we were issued ridiculous one-piece white cotton gym suits with 

elastic-banded shorts. But Miss Kucinski allowed us the option of wearing black leo­
tards, footless tights and bare feet. With her blonde pixie cut and black turtleneck, Miss 
Kucinski was the essence of cool. And-she introduced us to Martha Graham technique. 
I was immediately hooked. 

Times (and styles) may have changed, but public school continues to 
be the portal to dance for many youngsters. And it's a great equalizer with 
its dance-is-for-everybody approach. Because of this broad influence, 
Dance Teacher covers the activities and challenges of K-12 educators in 
every issue. This month we've zeroed in on two notable public schools 
where dance extends far beyond the scope of P.E. class: Booker T. 
Washington High School (grades 9-12) in Dallas, and Eliot Feld's Ballet 
Tech School (grades 4-12) in New York City. 

With 30 years under his belt, Eliot Feld has discovered a great deal 
about differences in how boys and girls learn ballet technique. In "Separate 
But Equal?" (pg. 36), writer and teacher Karyn Collins shares the not-so­
secret reason Ballet Tech School has so many boys in its classes. 

Graduates of Booker T. Washington High School are showing up 
everywhere, from The juilJiard School to Lar Lubovitch Dance Company 

to Dance Magazine's "25 to Watch." Lily Cabatu Weiss 
and her faculty (that's them having some fun for the cam­
era at left) are known for graduating stellar dance artists. 
just how do they manage to consistently take home top 
honors each year from NFAA's youngARTS week in 
Miami? Turn to page 31 for Nancy Wozny's cover feature 
story, "Fast Track to the Stage." 

And speaking of youngARTS week, Guillermo Perez 
attended the 2009 event where nine high school dancers 
were selected as finalists for the Presidential Scholar 
awards (including jennifer Criss from Booker T. 

Washington). Our newly designed News section leads with his report (pg. 
22). As we go to press, the final Presidential Scholars have not yet been 
announced. Check dance-teacher.com for the latest update. 

Don't forget, National Dance Week is April 24 through May 3. Our 
Studio Business column (pg. 70) is full of ideas on how to create visibility 
for your students and your school. Get out there and dance! 
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