SHARE-LIFE AND DPCDSB
TENT CITY 2011
FAITH FORMATION OUTLINE

Formation in Schools-students get journals in advance and use them prior to the May event.
	Month
	Liturgical
 Season
	Focus
	Thoughts (To go into the Journal?)
	

	February
	Ordinary Time
	Personal
	What is home to me?
What can’t I live without?
Have I ever felt like running away from home?  Why? What changed my mind?
Who is my neighbour?
Activity: Homeless-Canada, p.42-43 Poverty Do It Justice 
Activity: Profile of Poverty, p.44-45 (PDIJ)
Activity: The House of Your Dreams,p.46-47 (PDIJ)
Activity: Living in Absolute Poverty, p.62-63 (PDIJ)

Poverty-Do It Justice! Thomas Bright-Activities for Justice Education Using the Pastoral Circle

	Deidre

	March
	Lent
	Scripture

	“No Room at the Inn”
Nativity Story
Matthew 25
	Nisheeta

	April
	Lent
	Life of the Saints
	Those who served the poor
	Sr. Ursula

	May
	Easter
	Prayer
	Litany/Rosary-themes of homelessness
Tent City-May 26-27,2011
Action: Lifestyle Choices and Challenges, p.118-119 (PDIJ)

	All



Suggestion to revise timeline:
3 p.m.-Registration at local schools
3:30 p.m.-Departure for Mount Alverno
5 p.m. Introduction and Welcome
5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.-Guest Speakers (to motivate and set the context)
7 p.m.-Poverty Meal
8 p.m.-Faith Sharing: Homelessness profiles; small group sharing
8:30 p.m.-Vespers/Candlelight Prayer Service
9:30 p.m. Movie
11 p.m.- Fire-Pit/Adoration in the Chapel/Leisure time
12p.m. Lights Out
For the Journal?
Write a prayer.....
Prayer-Longing for Home By: Education for Justice
Shelter us, O Lord, and give us the compassion and
knowledge to help others in their search for shelter.
Protect us, O Lord, from darkness, and give us the
wisdom and skills to protect others who life in unsafe
and unhealthy housing and long for the light.
Bless us, O Lord, with homes that make comfort and
joy realities for our families, and give us the grace to
ensure this for all families.
Amen. 
Quotes for Reflection from Mother Teresa (to include on journal pages)
Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much greater hunger, a much greater poverty than the person who has nothing to eat. 

Each one of them is Jesus in disguise. 

Even the rich are hungry for love, for being cared for, for being wanted, for having someone to call their own. 

I try to give to the poor people for love what the rich could get for money. No, I wouldn't touch a leper for a thousand pounds; yet I willingly cure him for the love of God. 

I want you to be concerned about your next door neighbor. Do you know your next door neighbor? 

If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other. 

If you can't feed a hundred people, then feed just one. 

If you want a love message to be heard, it has got to be sent out. To keep a lamp burning, we have to keep putting oil in it. 
Intense love does not measure, it just gives. 

Joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls. 

Let us always meet each other with smile, for the smile is the beginning of love. 

Let us more and more insist on raising funds of love, of kindness, of understanding, of peace. Money will come if we seek first the Kingdom of God - the rest will be given. 

Let us not be satisfied with just giving money. Money is not enough, money can be got, but they need your hearts to love them. So, spread your love everywhere you go. 

Let us touch the dying, the poor, the lonely and the unwanted according to the graces we have received and let us not be ashamed or slow to do the humble work. 

Loneliness and the feeling of being unwanted is the most terrible poverty. 

Loneliness is the most terrible poverty. 

Love begins at home, and it is not how much we do... but how much love we put in that action. 

Love begins by taking care of the closest ones - the ones at home. 

Love is a fruit in season at all times, and within reach of every hand. 

Many people mistake our work for our vocation. Our vocation is the love of Jesus. 

One of the greatest diseases is to be nobody to anybody. 

Our life of poverty is as necessary as the work itself. Only in heaven will we see how much we owe to the poor for helping us to love God better because of them. 

Peace begins with a smile. 

Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier. 

The biggest disease today is not leprosy or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling of being unwanted. 


The greatest destroyer of peace is abortion because if a mother can kill her own child, hat is left for me to kill you and you to kill me? There is nothing between. 

The hunger for love is much more difficult to remove than the hunger for bread. 

The miracle is not that we do this work, but that we are happy to do it. 

The most terrible poverty is loneliness and the feeling of being unloved. 

There is always the danger that we may just do the work for the sake of the work. This is where the respect and the love and the devotion come in - that we do it to God, to Christ, and that's why we try to do it as beautifully as possible. 

There must be a reason why some people can afford to live well. They must have worked for it. I only feel angry when I see waste. When I see people throwing away things that we could use. 

We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the friend of silence. See how nature - trees, flowers, grass- grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in silence... We need silence to be able to touch souls. 

We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the ocean would be less because of that missing drop. 

We shall never know all the good that a simple smile can do. 

We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked and homeless. The poverty of being unwanted, unloved and uncared for is the greatest poverty. We must start in our own homes to remedy this kind of poverty. 

Words which do not give the light of Christ increase the darkness. 














Songs to reflect with:
Allentown
performed by Billy Joel
from the album The Nylon Curtain about the constraints of growing up in a steel working town:
"Well we're living here in Allentown
And they're closing all the factories down
Out in Bethlehem they're killing time
Filling out forms, standing in line"
Another Day In Paradise
performed by Phil Collins
from the album But Seriously about insensitivity of people towards the problem of poverty:
"She calls out to the man on the street
'Sir, can you help me?
It's cold and I've nowhere to sleep,
Is there somewhere you can tell me?'
He walks on, doesn't look back
He pretends he can't hear her
Starts to whistle as he crosses the street
Seems embarrassed to be there"
Argon Mill
performed by Si Kahn
from the album In My Heart about the closing of a mill and the subsequent effect on resident's lives:
"And the only tune I hear
Is the sound of the wind
As it blows through the town 
Weave and spin, weave and spin"
Big Yellow Taxi
performed by Joni Mitchell (also remade by Amy Grant)
from the album Ladies of the Canyon about the dangers of capitalism and commercialism:
"They paved paradise and put up a parking lot
With a pink hotel, a boutique and a swinging hot spot
Don't it always seem to go that you don't know what you've got
Till it's gone
They paved paradise and put up a parking lot"

Coming of the Roads
performed by Judy Collins
from the album Fifth Album about the lure and power of greed:
"Once I thanked God for my treasures
Now like rust, it corrodes
I can't help but blaming you going
On the coming, the coming of the roads"
Crime to Be Broke in America
performed by Spearhead
from the album Home about exploitation of the lower class:
"The punishment is capital
for those who lack in capital
because a public defender
can't remember the last time
that a brother wasn't treated like an animal"
The Day They Closed the Factory Down
performed by Harry Chapin
from the album Best of Harry Chapin 3
about the small town struggles when the local source of employment is shut down 
Factory
performed by Bruce Springsteen
from the album Darkness on the Edge of Town about the struggles of the working class through the eyes of a boy:
"Through the mansions of fear, through the mansions of pain,
I see my daddy walking through them factory gates in the rain,
Factory takes his hearing, factory gives him life,
The working, the working, just the working life."
Fast Car
performed by Tracy Chapman
from the album Tracy Chapman about trying to make ends meet financially while maintaining emotional and pyshical health:
"I've got a fast car we've got a ticket to anywhere
been workin' at a convenience store
tryin' to save just a little bit a money
won't have to drive to far
just across the border and into the city
you and I can both get jobs
.......what need to be livin'"
He Calls Home
performed by Candlebox
from the album Candlebox about a homeless man:
"I see him everyday
In that blanket that he calls home
I wonder does he know
That his family they1re left alone"
Hole in the Bucket
performed by Spearhead
from the album Home about an individual's struggle to be more compassionate for those not as well-off:
"Walk right past and think about it more
Back at the crib I'm opening up the door
A pocket full of change, it don't mean a lot to me
My cup is half full, but his is empty"
Homeless
performed by Paul Simon
from the album Graceland about homelessness in South Africa caused by "strong wind":
"Strong wind destroy our home
Many dead, tonight it could be you
Strong wind, strong wind
Many dead, tonight it could be you"
Johnny Ryall
performed by Beastie Boys
from the album Paul's Boutique about the life of a homeless man:
"Living on borrowed time and borrowed money
Sleepin' on the street there ain't a damn thing funny
Hand me down food and hand me down clothes
A rockabilly past of which nobody knows
Makes his home all over the place
He goes to sleep by falling down on his face"
Liverpool Lullaby
performed by Judy Collins
from the album In My Life about the life of a poor child of an alcoholic father:
"Although we have no silver spoon
Better days are coming soon
Now Nellie's working at the loom
And she gets paid on Friday"
The Message
performed by Grandmaster Flash
from the album Message from Beat Street about life in the ghetto:
"Bill collectors they ring my phone
And scare my wife when I'm not home
Got a bum education, double-digit inflation
Can't take the train to the job, there's a strike at the station"
The Mission
performed by Janis Ian
from the album Revenge about living in a homeless shelter:
"Theres no place like home
Inside these walls
safe from the cold
another night falls
whats mine is mine
So Ive been told
theres no place like home"
Mr. Wendal
performed by Arrested Development
from the album 3 Years, 5 Months, and 2 Days in the Life of...about learning from, instead of judging, a homeless person:
"Uncivilized we call him,
but I just saw him eat off the food we waste
Civilization, are we really civilized, yes or no?
Who are we to judge?
When thousands of innocent men could be brutally enslaved
and killed over a racist grudge"
On Dark Street
performed by Elton John
from the album The One about the experiences of a poor man and his family:
"But I've dreamed about an island all I got's a bucket of sand.
I'd give my eyes to give you all your dreams
Now I get to see my family slipping through my hands"
No Woman No Cry
performed by Bob Marley
from the album Legend about Bob Marley's recollections of growing up in poverty in Trenchtown:
"And then Georgie would make the fire lights
As it was, log would burnin' through the nights
Then we would cook cornmeal porridge
Of which I'll share with you
My feet is my only carriage"
Seek Up
performed by Dave Matthews Band
from the album Remember Two Things about the tendency to seek fulfillment in material belongings and numb ourselves to others' suffering:
"Sit a while with TV's hungry child,
big belly swelled
Oh, for the price of a coke or a smoke
keep alive those hungry eyes
Take a look at me, what you see in me, 
mirror look at me
Face it all, face it all again."
Talking about a Revolution
performed by Tracy Chapman
from the album Tracy Chapman about equality, hope, welfare:
"While they're standing in the welfare lines,
crying at the doorsteps of those armies of salvation,
wasting time in the unemployment lines,
sitting around waiting for a promotion. 
Poor people gonna rise up
and get their share
Poor people gonna rise up
and take what's theirs"
Village Ghetto Land
performed by Stevie Wonder
from the album Songs in the Key of Life about the struggles and dangers of living in the ghetto, and "the powers that be" turning their heads to it:
"Children play with rusted cars
Sores cover their hands
Politicians laugh and drink
Drunk to all demands"
Why I Sing the Blues
performed by B.B. King
from the album Why I Sing the Blues about a history and lifetime of racial and economic oppression:
"I laid in the ghetto flat
Cold and numb
I heard the rats tell the beadbugs
To give the roaches some
And everybody wants to know why I sing the blues
I've been around a long time
I've really paid my dues"

 “In the Ghetto”-Elvis Presley
“Gypsy Woman”-Crystal Waters
