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Do not travel on your own or stray away from the group.
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Always know the whereabouts of your bus leader. 
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Avoid situations that will put you in an uncomfortable or unsafe position. Your bus leader is there for any questions or concerns. 
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How can you tell if someone is in need of a meal? A person begging is an obvious sign (although some will refuse offered food and accept only money). A lot of clothing or bags around a person are a good indication of homelessness. Very poor footwear is also a telling sign. However, this is not an exact science. If you mistaken a person who is in no need of food, apologize, and walk on. It's no big deal. If you are in doubt, ask your leader for his or her opinion.
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Approach the homeless in groups NO LARGER than 5 or 6 participants. When traveling with the larger group, a group of five or six will volunteer to meet a street person on their own (while always keeping in sight of the larger group). If more food or drink is needed, they can then call for backup. This is in keeping with the very serious policy of giving street people their SPACE. *** Never wake-up a sleeping homeless person. You may leave food for them, if you wish.
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If you feel comfortable, and you believe the street person you are with is also in a comfortable zone, you may spend some time talking. Often, this companionship is valued as much, or perhaps even more, than the food and drink you are offering.
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Never give out personal information, like your address or telephone number.
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DO NOT give money to those in need. If you are asked, tell street people you have food and drinks, and are not allowed to distribute money.
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Drink fluids along the way. It is a two hour walk, after all. Ask to take a break if you need one. Make absolutely sure your shoes (and feet) are up to the task of a two hour walk!

